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OVERVIEW
 The purpose of the unit is to create meaningful lesson plans for teachers of  7th Grade American History who wish to involve students in the interest of the American Revolution through integrating the novel,  Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes into the social studies classroom.  The students are required to do reading assignments from the novel. These activities supplement the reading.  

Activities will be interactive and student centered where the students will have opportunities to apply their knowledge in a variety of interdisciplinary tasks that are appealing and definitive.  

Formal and informal assessments will be made throughout the entire unit. Formal assessments will be via rubric graded projects and examinations. Informal assessments will be through teacher observation of group activities and student discussions. Both the traditional learner and non-traditional learner have been taken into consideration in creating this unit. This unit should take about four weeks in a semestered program or six to eight weeks in a traditional program to complete.   

We also suggest that the teacher set up a time frame for when student work should be in.  Students have the freedom to choose the order of the activities, but we have found it helpful to establish due dates for activities.  We also have student packets that we would be happy to share.  You could contact either of us by using the information above.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 American Revolution vocabulary: petition, boycott, repeal, writ of assistance, militia, minutemen, blockade, mercenary, traitor, preamble, natural rights, ally, neutral, siege, ratify. 
·  Write a report on a colonial craft

·   Create a map of major Revolutionary Battles

· write a letter

· Create a timeline showing events of the Revolution 

· Create a stamp

· Write a newspaper article

· Create a crossword

· Make a Colonial Flag

· Make A Colonial meal

· Make a Power Point presentation on a major Revolutionary figure



 French and Indian War,  Albany Plan of Union, Treaty of Paris, Pontiac's War, Proclamation of 1763, Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Sons of Liberty, Daughters of Liberty, Boston Massacre, Tea Act, Boston Tea Party, Intolerable Acts, First Continental Congress, Continental Army, Olive Branch Petition, Patriots, Loyalists, Battle of Bunker Hill, Green Mountain Boys, Common Sense, Declaration of Independence, Battle of Trenton, Battle of Saratoga, Battle of Yorktown, Treaty of Paris. 
· Investigate a web site

· Create a Colonial diary

People:  George Washington, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Patrick Henry, Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, Nathan Hale, John Burgoyne, John Paul Jones, Betsy Ross, Molly Pitcher, Nathanael Greene, Francis Marion, Comte de Rochanbeau.
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What roles were played by citizens during the American Revolution? 

How does literature enhance our understanding of American history?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING 

Learning Standards for Social Studies

 Standard 1 - History of the United States and New York
Students will explore, interpret, gather, classify and investigate to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States.

Explore the meaning of American culture by identifying the key ideas, beliefs, and patterns of behavior. Interpret the ideas, values, and beliefs contained in the Declaration of Independence and other important historical documents.  Investigate turning points in United States history and explain why these events or developments are significant. Gather and organize information about the important achievements and contributions of individuals and groups living in the United States. 

Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government
Students will analyze, explore, compare and contrast for the purpose of understanding.

Students will learn value the principles, ideals, and core values of the American democratic system based upon the premises of human dignity, liberty, justice, and equality.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

 The students will participate in a "virtual scavenger hunt" of Boston in the 1770s.  The teacher will pass out a list of objects for the students to locate.  Students will work in pairs assigned by the teacher.  The first three groups to complete the task will receive incentive prizes.  The initiation activity can be found:

http://www.vboston.com/Vboston/Content/FreedomTrail/Index.cfm

 LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order, including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge. 

Activity 1

Concept: become familiar with a colonial city that participated in the American Revolution


· Individual writing

· Letter to a colonial city

Activity 2

Concept:  become familiar with colonial times during the novel Johnny Tremain
· Make a creative  book cover

Activity 3

Concept: to become familiar with a key event of the American Revolution


· Create a postage stamp

Activity 4

Concept: overview the sequence of events concerning the American Revolution


· Create a timeline of important events during the American Revolution



Activity 5

Concept:  to identify key revolutionary issues by analyzing archival documents
· DBQ questions and essay

Activity 6

Concept:  gain an understanding of Colonial culture


· Internet skills

· Research and make a Colonial flag and a Colonial food.  Colonial Dinner will be our Culminating Experience

Activity 7

Concept:  learn the geography and major battles of the American Revolution


· Draw a map.



Activity 8

Concept: become familiar with a particular event of the novel


· Newspaper article

Activity 9

Concept: learn about a colonial craft


· Internet skills

· Research a colonial craft.

Activity 10

Concept: learn about different "classes" in Colonial America
· Create a diary of a colonial person

Activity 11

Concept: George Washington, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Patrick Henry, Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, Nathan Hale, John Burgoyne, John Paul Jones, Betsy Ross, Molly  Pitcher, Nathanael Greene, Francis Marion, Comte de Rochanbeau
· PowerPoint presentation of a famous Colonial person

Activity 14

Concept:  To compare and contrast the movie, Johnny Tremain with the novel
· Inspiration organizational chart

· Compare and contrast essay

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE
The students will participate in a Colonial Dinner to complete our Revolutionary War Unit.  Each student will choose a colonial recipe they have researched on the Internet. After receiving permission from the teacher, each student will type out his/her recipe.  Students will then be responsible for making their meal.  A pre-set date will have been determined for the students to bring in their entrée.  Students will then participate in a Colonial Dinner in the cafeteria.  

Social Studies Colonial Dinner Rubric

Completed on time
5    3    0

5= On time

3= Food brought in after class dinner

0= Food not done



Authentic
5  3  0

5=  Food authentic for colonial times

3= Food not authentic, but handed in.

0= food not done






       Total- 

Social Studies Colonial Flag Rubric

Rubric

Completed on time
5 3  0

5= Completed on time

3=  Handed in late

0=  Not handed in

Made of Cloth
5 3  0

5=  made of cloth

3=  made of paper

0=  not done

Authentic
5 3  0

5=  authentic for colonial times

3=  not from colonial times

0=  not done

Stamp Rubric

Rubric is scored 1-4. (4 being the best)

_____ Stamp is brightly colored and attention getting.

_____ Stamp uses symbols clearly.

_____ Spelling and punctuation are done correctly.

_____ Stamp clearly relates to the theme. 

_____ Stamp is dramatic and will be remembered.

_____Total (out of 20 points)

Social Studies 7 Activity Rubric

Map Rubric 

Neatness-all words are legible, coloring is appropriate for grade level.
5   4   3   2   1  0

Organization- map is colored,

has title, key, and a compass rose
5   4   3   2   1  0

Information- all colonies, capitals and major battles are labeled
5   4   3   2   1  0

Spelling- words are spelled correctly
5   4   3   2   1  0






           Total-

Social Studies 7 Activity Rubric

Time line Rubric

Neatness
5   4   3   2   1  0

Organization 
5   4   3   2   1  0

Information
5   4   3   2   1  0

Spelling
5   4   3   2   1  0






           Total-
 Colonial Craft

 Writing Rubric:

_____Demonstrates control of the conventions of English.

_____Few, if any errors which do not interfere with comprehension.

_____Grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing are essentially correct.

_____Misspellings are few or repetitive

_____All of the criteria below are included
3

_____Demonstrates partial control of the conventions of English.

_____Errors may interfere with readability but may minimally interfere with comprehension.

_____Some errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, or spelling

_____Three of the four criteria below are included.
2

_____Demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of English

_____Many errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with readability and comprehension.

_____Two or less of the criteria below is included.
1

_____Demonstrates a lack of control of the conventions of English

_____Errors make writing incomprehensible

_____ One of less of the criteria below is included.
0

Criteria:  The following are to be included in the report.

___ Describe what the craft is

____Describe what ingredients are required to make the craft

___ Discuss the craftsperson’s training

___ Compare the craft to today
Compare and Contrast Rubric

_____Demonstrates control of the conventions of English.

_____Few, if any errors which do not interfere with comprehension.

_____Grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and paragraphing are essentially correct.

_____Misspellings are few or repetitive

_____Includes at least five comparisons
3

_____Demonstrates partial control of the conventions of English.

_____Errors may interfere with readability but may minimally interfere with comprehension.

_____Some errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, or spelling

_____Includes at least three comparisons
2

_____Demonstrates minimal control of the conventions of English

_____Many errors of grammar, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling that interfere with readability and comprehension.

_____ Includes two comparisons
1

_____Demonstrates a lack of control of the conventions of English

_____Errors make writing incomprehensible

_____ Includes less than two comparisons
0

Book Cover Rubric

Rubric is scored 1-4. (4 being the best)

_____ Book Cover is brightly colored and attention getting.

_____ Book Cover clearly relates to the theme. 

_____ Book Cover is dramatic and will be remembered.

_____Total (out of 15 points)

Newspaper Rubric


Beginning

1
Developing

                                2
Accomplished

                                               3
Exemplary

                                                             4
Score

Organization
Not organized,

events make

no sense
Some organization, events jump  around, start and end are unclear
Organized, events are somewhat

jumpy
Good

Organization, events are                                                           logically                                                        ordered, sharp                                                      sense of                                                         beginning and                                                            end


Quality of   Information
Unable to                find specific                  details. 1 or less questions answered.
Details are                             somewhat                              sketchy. 2-3 questions anwered
Some details are                          non-supporting to                                            the subject.  4-5 questions answered
supporting                                                           details                                                          specific to                                                           subject.  All questions answered


  Grammar &  Spelling
Very                  frequent                 grammar                  and/or                  spelling                  errors
More than two errors
Only one or two errors
All grammar

and spelling

are correct


Interest

     Level
Needs descriptive                  words
Vocabulary is                              constant,                             details lack                               "color"
Vocabulary is                                         varied, supporting                                         details need work
Vocabulary                                                           varied,                                                          supporting                                                         details vivid


Famous Colonial Person

PowerPoint Presentation Rubric


Completeness


Appropriateness
Format/

Organization
Group Work

4


All 10 pages are completed.
All  pictures are appropriate.
No errors in spelling and grammar.

Always uses paragraphs

No run-on sentences.

Mix of simple/complex sentences.


Great group work.

3


8-9 pages completed.
Most pictures  are appropriate.
Few errors in spelling and grammar.(2-3)

Mostly uses paragraphs.

Few run-on sentences.  

Many simple/complex sentences.
Good group work.

2


5-7 pages completed.
Some pictures are appropriate.
Some errors in spelling and grammar.(4-5)

Few paragraphs.

Some run-on sentences.

Few complex sentences.
Satisfactory group work.

1


Less than 5 pages completed.
Few pictures are appropriate.
No paragraphs.

Many spelling and grammar errors.(more than 5)

No paragraphs.

Many run-on sentences.

Only simple sentences.
Little effort is displayed.

RUBRIC for DIARY

PRIVATE
4
The diary shows great understanding colonial life.
Much detail given to the character’s surroundings, economic status and culture. 
The diary is well written. Excellent composition skills and spelling.
Great group work.

3
The diary shows an understanding of colonial life.
Some references to the character’s economic status and culture are given.
Composition skills and spelling are good.
Good group work.

2
Diary shows some understanding of colonial life.
A few details of the character’s surroundings and culture given.
Basic composition and spelling skills shown.
Group work okay.

1
Diary shows little understanding of colonial life.
Little detail of the character’s surroundings and culture. 
Little regard for composition and spelling.
Little effort in group work.

 

Letter Writing Rubric

4

· Followed letter format

· Included all information for each part of the letter

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has no errors

· Envelope has no errors

3

· Followed letter format

· Included most of the information for each part of the letter

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has few errors but does not impact meaning

· Envelope has few errors

2

· Omitted no more than two parts of letter

· Included some of the information for each part of the letter

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has some errors that may interfere with the meaning

· Envelope has some errors

1

· Omitted several parts of the letter

· Included little of the information for each part of the letter

· Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has many errors that interfere with the meaning

· Envelope has many errors

DBQ Rubric SCORE OF 5

· Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least four documents.

· Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay.

· Incorporates relevant outside information.

· Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details.

· Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization.

· Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the Task or Historical Context and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem.

SCORE OF 4

· Addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least four documents.

· Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay.

· Incorporates relevant outside information

· Includes relevant facts, examples and details

· Well developed, demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization.

· Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task.

SCORE OF 3

· Addresses most aspects of the Task, but limited in some ways.

· Incorporates some information from the documents

· Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information.

· Includes some facts, examples and details, but description is limited.

· Is a satisfactorily developed essay with a general plan of organization.

· Repeats the task or historical context in the introduction and conclusion.

SCORE OF 2

· Attempts to address some aspects of the task, makes limited use of the documents.

· Presents no relevant outside information

· Includes few facts, examples and details

· Poorly organized, lacks focus

· Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem

SCORE OF 1

· Shows limited understanding of the task with vague, unclear references to documents

· Presents no relevant outside information

· Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, details or examples

· Attempts to complete the task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization.

· Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem

SCORE OF 0

Fails to address the task, is illegible,


_________

Total








_________

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 (   Study of colonial governments, slavery

· Use of graphic organizers

· Computer skills

· Basics of note-taking

· Ability to work in cooperative groups

· Library skills

 

MODIFICATIONS
·  Extended time

· Word processing skills

· Ability to use PowerPoint computer program

· Spell check/ grammar check

· Resource Room teachers

· Heterogeneous groups

· Assessment requirements modified if necessary

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit should take about four weeks in a semestered program or six to eight weeks in a traditional program to complete.  

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
·  Previous instruction in word processing and use of PowerPoint

 (   Availability of computers and Internet access

 (   Use of LCD projector

 (   Previous instruction in the use of Microsoft Publisher
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Reflection
This is a unit that we really enjoy.  We have been doing his unit for the past ten years and felt it was time to update it.  We changed many of the activities from paper/pen to the computer.  This actually rekindled our interest in this project.  We also feel that we have made a better unit.  The rubrics that we added have helped us to focus on what we want the students to get from this unit.  

We feel it is important that students get introduced to reading at an early age.  We also hope that students will see a connection between history and literature. 

