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OVERVIEW
        The Study of the Rain Forest is an integrated Language Arts unit that immerses students into substantial reading, writing, listening, and speaking projects.  Projects include writing a research report on a rain forest animal, creating a brochure that encourages ecotourism, analyzing poetry and writing a poem about the rain forest, and writing a pen pal letter to a student in the Peruvian Rain Forest. The culminating performance is a student planned and designed puppet show that teaches a moral or lesson about saving our precious natural resource, the Rain Forest.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

                 Students will know/understand:                              
                         Students will be able to:

 
 

 
 

The consequences of the destruction of the rain forest

The complexities of the plants and animals of the rain forest as they interrelate to survive.

The importance of the rain forest as a natural resource.

The importance of the rain forest as a tourist destination.  
 Construct a model to analyze perspectives and recognize points of view

Construct a model to recognize the                    relationships between living things.

Construct a model of a written research report

Construct a model of a poem about the rain forest

Construct a model of a brochure using persuasive

Language to encourage ecotourism

Construct a model of a pen pal letter to compare 

Cultures and develop empathy for people of another

land.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What defines a rain forest?

· How does the diversity of the rain forest affect the interrelationship between its plants and animals?

· What are the consequences of the destruction of the rain forest?

· How can we encourage respect for the rain forest ecosystems?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Learning Standards In English Language Arts

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

  1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering  relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

 Students: 

       •   gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams. 

      • select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information 

      •    make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about

 Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting  information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and  interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students:

      •  present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts. 

        •  select a focus, organization, and point of view for oral and written presentation

        • include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

        • use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

        • observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms.

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression

     Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

           •    read a variety of literature of different genres: picture books; poems; articles and stories from children's magazines;

           •  recognize some features that distinguish the genres and use those features to aid comprehension 

           •  understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives 

           •   use inference and deduction to understand the text 

           •    read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to     determine pronunciation and meaning 

           •evaluate literary meaning 

 Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

 1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Students: 

        • explain the meaning of literary works with some attention to meanings beyond the literal level 

       •create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary 

       •observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading     

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

  Students: 

          • read and form opinions about a variety of literary and informational texts and presentations, as well as persuasive  texts such as advertisements, commercials, and letters to the editor 

          •make decisions about the quality and dependability of texts and experiences based on some criteria, such as the attractiveness of the illustrations and appeal of the characters in a picture book, or logic and believability of the claims made in an advertisement 

          •  recognize that the criteria that one uses to analyze and evaluate anything depend on one's point of view and purpose for the analysis  

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students: 

        • monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

        • use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing. 

   Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

    Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Elementary - Listening and Speaking 

     1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and  cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

       •listen attentively and recognize when it is appropriate for them to speak 

        •take turns speaking and respond to others' ideas in conversations on familiar topics. 

Elementary - Reading and Writing 

1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal  relationships with others. 

Students: 

      • exchange friendly notes, cards, and letters with friends, relatives, and pen pals to keep in touch and to commemorate special occasions 

      •adjust their vocabulary and style to take into account the nature of the relationship and the knowledge and interests of the person receiving the message. 

 Standards In Mathematics/Science/Technology 
 Standard 4 - Science 

 Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science. 

Elementary - Physical Setting 

 Elementary - The Living Environment 

1. Living things are both similar to and different from each other and nonliving things. 

     Students: 

           • describe the characteristics of and variations between living and nonliving things. 

           • describe the life processes common to all living things. 

  Students: 

        •  describe how the structures of plants and animals complement the environment of the plant or animal. 

6. Plants and animals depend on each other and their physical environment. 

Students: 

      •  describe how plants and animals, including humans, depend upon each other and the nonliving environment. 

     •  describe the relationship of the sun as an energy source for living and nonliving cycles. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
      The initiating activity for the unit entitled, “The Study of the Rain Forest”, will consist of reading aloud the book THE GREAT KAPAK TREE by Lynn Cherry.  (Copyright 1990: A Gulliver Green Book Harcourt Brace Iovanich Publishers)  

     This is the story of a community of animals that live in the rain forest.   Rain forest preservation is a main theme.  The teacher will read the story aloud and the class will discuss the story to develop background knowledge.  Using the collaboration strategy Numbered Heads, students will brainstorm their knowledge about the rain forest and link their prior knowledge by developing a KWL activity.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
 AQUISTION EXPERIENCE 1

Activity – Research Report

     The students will have had experience with writing a research report, as well as prior experience with process writing.  Before beginning the report, the teacher will construct a model of a research report and display an exemplar of the research report.  The class will review the rubric for the assignment, keeping a copy in their writing folder.  The teacher will provide the students with graphic organizers for note taking. Next, the teacher will share research materials, and provide the students with Internet access for research web sites.  The students will be given ample time to take notes, share and clarify information with the teacher, summarize information in paragraph form, organize paragraphs into the report format, conference once again, add maps and pictures, type a final copy on the computer and edit their work, complete the cover and modified bibliography, and finally, assemble the final product.  Final reports will be shared with the class.

CENTRAL IDEA GRAPH  

Take notes and include at least 3 examples with 3 details for each.

Food                                                 





Adaptations    

                                                               Animal Description

l


Shelter





















Predators/Prey





CENTRAL IDEA GRAPH  

Take notes and include at least 3 examples with 3 details for each.

Forest Floor                                                 




Understory   

                   



Layers of the Rain Forest







Emergent








Canopy



                                                






ACQUISITION EXPERIENCE 2

Activity – Poem

The teacher will construct a model for comparing poetry by reading aloud several examples of poems about the rain forest and its animals.  The teacher will lead a discussion about the poems and their meanings, along with pointing out examples of figurative language.  Students will collaborate to generate examples of figurative language.  Using Think/Pair/Share individual thought will be encouraged before pairing up to discuss the information.  Students will listen to the poems, think on their own, write down a figurative phrase, share with a partner, and share with the class.  Following the class discussion about poetry styles, figurative language, and the rain forest, the students will practice writing poetry.

 Example 1: Sentence with figurative language. 

  




               Noun         
                    Comparision
             

Example 2: Sentence with figurative language. 

  




                Noun           

         Comparison

Helpful Internet Site:

http://www.ccph.com/aama/
ACQUISITION EXPERIENCE 3

Activity – Pen Pal Letter

The teacher will construct a model of a friendly letter.  The class will collaborate on what types of information are relayed in a friendly letter.  After reviewing the similarities and differences among the North American and South American cultures on a Venn Diagram the students will formulate questions that they would like to ask their pen pals.  

   CULTURES:            North American                                South American

                                                            

The students will work in pairs to formulate questions that they might ask their pen pals, as well as information they might share about their own lives with their pen pals.  After ten minutes of sharing they will begin writing their individual friendly letters.  After writing the letters, the students will share them with a friend and buddy edit.

ACQUISITION EXPERIENCE 4:                   Activity: Travel Brochure

The teacher will construct a model of a travel brochure and discuss its purpose.  He or she will share various brochures and their styles.  Students will collaborate in groups of three to list the types of information they think ought to be included in a travel brochure.  The groups will share their findings with the class on a class chart. The students will analyze persuasive language and recognize points of view while observing the brochures.  They will identify effective phrases used to attract tourism to an area.

The students will use a chart for notes and graphic representations of their topics to gather information for their brochures.  The students will design a brochure with drawings, maps, and visitors’ highlights, along with the information gathered from the web.  From this, the students will write inviting paragraphs on their topics.  

The students will lay out a rough draft in brochure form and conference with the teacher.  The students and teacher will proof.  The students will put together a final copy and present it to the class.

    NOTES               

         GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION     
CLIMATE


LOCATION


LAND FORMS


NATIVE PEOPLE


SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS


TRANSPORTATION TO THE RAIN FOREST


EXTENSION EXPERIENCE

The students will complete a food chain poster to illustrate how the animal they have written a research report on influences the survival of other species in the rain forest.  They will reflect on what would happen if this animal were no longer a part of the web of life and how this would affect all other living things in the rain forest.  Using prior knowledge and reasoning skills the students will design and illustrate their food chains.  

1) Students use prior research information to determine the components of their food chain poster.

2) Students complete drawings of the plants and animals to be included in the food chain poster.

3) Students place drawings in a sensible manner to develop a food chain in order of who eats whom.

4) Students include the sun as the source of energy for all living things.

5) Students explain their food chain to the class and discuss the impact that this there animal has on the food chain in terms of the preservation of the rain forest. 

6) Students display their food chains on a classroom bulletin board.

The following questions will be answered by each student on a worksheet as a follow up to the activity.  The students will construct support from their research reports and food chains to complete these questions.

1. What animal have you researched and where does it lie in the food chain?

2. What would happen to the components of the food chain if this animal link no longer existed?

3. How does this animal influence the survival of all other animals in the food web of the rain forest?

4. How might the disappearance of this animal effect our own lives?

                                 CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
                                                               Include rubric(s)
 Description:  Puppet Show Performance
     Your task is to work with a group of three other students to create a puppet performance for your classmates.  You will need to teach a moral or lesson through your puppet show about the importance of the rain forest.  Your group will write a script, make the puppets, and design a set that recreates an authentic rain forest habitat.  At the end of our project your group will perform the show and have a class discussion about your presentation, and the lesson that it teaches.  An important part of your task will be to work cooperatively, communicate your ideas clearly, and be respectful of one another.

     The students will have had previous experience with writing a piece with a moral or lesson, as well as prior experience with the writing process. Puppets will be completed and assessed in Art Class. After writing a first draft they will conference with the teacher, make revisions, and complete a final copy.  The teacher will support and assess the students’ pieces throughout the process.  A rubric will be used to determine the final grade.
Rubric: Culminating Performance – Puppet Show

                          A                     B                         C                        D

Literary 

Elements
Plot, character, setting, and theme are represented in a superior manner through the puppet show.


Plot, characters, setting, and theme are clearly represented through the puppet show.


Fair representation of the plot, characters, setting and theme through the puppet show.


Poor understanding of the plot, characters, setting, and theme through the puppet show.



Delivery
Superb performance through creative dramatics. Strong voice and expression excellent.
Clear performance through creative dramatics. Good expression, easy to hear.


Somewhat clear, voices hard to hear and parts are missed.
Little or no creativity.  Mumbles and points are unclear.  Poor expression.



Organization
Superb use of words. Moral or lesson shows higher level thinking.


Clear use of words.  Moral or lesson clear. 
Fair use of words. General understanding of moral or lesson.


Ideas unclear. No moral or lesson.



Visual 

       Aids
Highly creative, neat and accurate with outstanding detail. Artistic view

.


Neat and accurate with detail. Good drawings. Good effort.


Some creativity. Neatness lacking, little detail. Some effort.


No creativity. Sloppy and lacks detail. No effort.



    Rubric 1: Research Report

                                A                      B                      C                    D     

Research

Tools


Understands the use and purpose of a variety of resources. Shows independence.


Uses some resources. Needs some teacher help in finding resources.


Needs help finding resources and understanding their uses.


Unaware of available resources. Dependent on teacher for gathering information. No independence.



Information

   Obtained
Finds information and takes notes with examples and details independently. Excellent effort.
Finds most examples and details independently. Some help. Good effort.


Finds a few examples and details.  Needs a lot of teacher help. Fair effort.


Limited ability in finding examples and details.  Needs assistance for entire report.

Content Organization
Very well organized.  Uses graphic organizers. Clearly written. Much information.  Uses appropriate science words.


Organized and well written.   Good information. Uses some science words.
Some organizational difficulty. A little information. A few science words.
Lacks organization. No clear understanding of the topic. No science words.

Final Presentation
Expert on topic. Confidence with material. Superior final product with examples and details. Shows high quality presentation.
Comfortable with the topic. Clear knowledge with examples and details. Neat and carefully presented.
Some understanding of the topic. Little detail and examples. Presentation messy and unclear.
No understanding of the topic. Messy and lacking detail.

                                           Rubric 2:  Poem

                                 A                     B                    C                     D     

 Language       usage and mechanics
Superior use of words, grammar and usage. Correct use of punctuation. 3 examples of figurative language.
Strong use of words, grammar and usage. Correct punctuation. 2 examples of figurative language.
Fair use of words, grammar and usage. Some punctuation errors. 1 example of figurative language


Poor word choice, grammar, and usage. Punctuation incorrect. No use of figurative language.

Creativity
Superior topic. Relates ideas in an interesting and new way.
Good topic. Relates ideas in a clear way, some new ideas.


Fair topic. Can understand ideas, but no new ideas.


Unrelated topic. No clear understanding or new ideas presented.



Details and Descriptive Language


Uses at least 6 strong descriptive words or phrases.


Uses 4 strong descriptive words or phrases.


Uses 3 strong descriptive words or phrases.


Uses no descriptive words or phrases.

                                       Rubric 3: Travel Brochure

                                  A                     B                     C                     D      

Use of Graphic Representation
Uses pre-planning graphic representation to organize and lay out text and illustrations in a highly effective way.


Uses pre-planning graphic representation to lay out text and illustrations in an adequate way.
Pre-planning sketchy. Partially clear plan for text and illustrations.


No clear plan for text and illustrations. No prior thinking for the assignment.



Content
Superior content with excellent details including all required components for travel brochure.


Good content with some details  including all required components for travel brochure.
Fair content with a few details. Most required components for travel brochure are included.
Poor content, no detail.  Missing many required components for the travel brochure.



Visual Quality
Superior visual quality. Illustrations detailed. Neat and accurate. Very artistic.
Good visual quality. Adequate detail. Neat and accurate.
Fair visual quality. Some details. Neatness lacking. Limited accuracy.
Poor visual quality. Little or no detail. Sloppy and careless.

Rubric 4: Pen Pal Letter

                                A                      B                    C                     D

Social Communication
Comfortably able to work and talk with fellow students and adults in many situations
Works and talks with fellow students and adults showing some confidence.
Shows uncertainty talking with adults. Lacks confidence with students.
Inappropriate talking with fellow students and adults.

Listening Skills


Listens carefully and takes turns when speaking and answering others’ ideas.
Listens to others. Answers and asks questions in turn.
Does not listen to others. Speaks out of turn.
No interest in subject. Breaks in when another is speaking.

Written

Communication
Shows knowledge and interest in others  through strong vocabulary and questions when writing letter.
Shows some knowledge and interest in others when writing letter. Uses appropriate vocabulary.
Little knowledge and interest in others shown through written letter.
No interest in others shown through written message.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Knowledge of writing a research report. Note taking, paragraph organization, and steps to the writing process are all familiar.

Word Processing Skills

Knowledge and experience in writing a friendly letter. Understands the parts of the friendly letter.

 

 

MODIFICATIONS

Students with IEP’S will be given support where necessary.  Any modifications addressed in the students’ IEP will be followed.  The room will be arranged in a practical and comfortable manner so that all students will be able to participate and learn with success.  Support will be given during all research and note taking activities where necessary, along with the writing process.  The classroom teacher will provide for materials for each experience.  If additional time is needed, then it will be given.

 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 The unit will take approximately six weeks to complete. The first day will be spent on the initiating activity. The students will be allowed time to review books and magazines to determine which animal they would like to spend time researching.  The first week is devoted to acquiring information, note taking, and beginning the reports.  After they have gotten a good start, the reports can be worked on during writing time during the day.  Three days of the second week will be used for the poetry, and two days for the pen pal letter.  The brochure will take the second two weeks to complete.  The teacher can determine how much of each day will be devoted to this project.  Reading, writing, and science time can be used for these projects.  The puppet show will take the final two weeks to complete.  Class time will be needed to write the show, make the puppets, and design the background for the show.  The class will need two days for presentations.
TECHNOLOGY USE
• Internet sources are book-marked for student use 

• Word processor is used to type the final research report 










