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OVERVIEW

This document includes a music history unit to be done during middle school music classes. It incorporates three music standards as well as English and a MST standard for this age group. Students learn about the research process, the analysis of different periods of music, improve listening skills, and improve computer skills. Specifically, students will be asked to write a report on a composer, write notes on different periods of music, critically listen to music from different periods of music, describe, compare, and contrast different periods of music and to create a PowerPoint unit describing these periods of music.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

Declarative
Procedural

Students will be able to describe the several aspects of research.
Students will use the steps of research to write a paper on composers.

Students will be able to describe the period of music in which one composer lived.
Students will critically listen to music from the period his or her composer wrote.

Students will be able to describe how to use the PowerPoint program.
Students will compare and contrast two periods of music.

Students will be able to give information about a specific composer.
Students will create a PowerPoint Program.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

How and why is music from one period of music similar and different from music from a different time period?

What was the life of a particular composer like during the period they lived?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s).

· ELA Standard #1 Key Idea #2
Students will produce oral and written reports on composers.

Students will use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading to produce well-constructed informational texts.

Students use standard English for formal presentation of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

· Students will write a report about a composer following the writing process and observing the rules of grammar and spelling. Students will give an oral reports based on this.

· Arts Standard #2 Music

Students use school and community resources to develop information on music and musicians.

Students use current technology to create, produce, and record/playback music.

· Students will use library and classroom resources to research composers. Students will use tape and CD players to analyze music from different periods of music.

· Arts Standard #3 Music

Students through listening, analyze and evaluate other’s performances, improvisations, and compositions by identifying and comparing them with similar works and events.

Students use appropriate terms to reflect a working knowledge of the musical elements.

· Students will listen to pieces of music and compare them to other pieces of music from different time periods.

· Arts Standard #4 Music

Students discuss current and past cultural, social, and political uses for the music they listen to and perform.

Students will discuss what music was used for within each culture of a particular time period.

· Students will explore what music was used for within each culture while researching for the composer report and comparing and contrasting the time periods of music.

· Math, Science, & Technology Standard #5

Students will apply technical knowledge and skills to design, construct, use and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

· Students will construct a PowerPoint presentation about what they have learned during the unit and present it to the class.

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Students will first be shown some final products of the PowerPoint presentation that is required at the end of the unit. They will be shown examples of the project. They will see an excellent, average and poor example of the presentation. They will be told that they will have an opportunity to create a project such as this in the computer room as long as they quickly research and finish the composer report. The teacher may then give an overview of the titles and dates of each period of music: baroque, classical, romantic, and modern. The teacher will then give students a list of composers. Students will choose three composers they would like to research in class. Students and teacher will match composers and students trying to use these preferences. Each student will then be given a list of ten questions they need to fully answer and a reading selection about each composer to start research.

LEARNING EXPERIENCE

In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Day 1:
Initiating Activity.

Days 2-5:
Students will research a composer from one of the four periods of music. Each student has received a composer’s name, a list of ten questions, and a reading selection about the composer. The questions should be equally divided up between the composer’s personal life and the composer’s music. Students will research three days in the library. They can answer three questions during the first two days and four questions on the final day. At the end of the three days, students should be done with research. The first day of research, the librarian should be given some time to show students the library resources that should be most helpful. At the end of the third day, the teacher should collect all research information from the students (including bibliographical information) and determine if all questions have been fully answered. This may be evaluated and recorded in a grade book if you wish to do so. Day five should be spent in the classroom using the resources there to fix any problems the teacher found in the research. If the students are not finished with research, they may need to stay after school to finish it. During this time it is important to remind students to collect bibliographical information. Students who are finished with this information gathering may start the outline.

Days 6-7:
The teacher should work closely with the ELA teachers to assure the students are learning the writing process the same way in different classes. Also, use of graphic organizers would be suggested. Students, especially the younger ones, are usually not adept at writing outlines. Guidance from the teacher is usually needed. The teacher may start an outline with the students, showing them how to write them and organize them step-by-step. This may take two days because of the wealth of information collected by the students. Teacher should collect the outline and grade it according to its form and the organization of the information. Students who finish with this may go ahead.

Days 8-9: Students will need this time to write a rough draft from the outline. The students will use the outline to organize the report. The teacher will then point out errors such as spelling, form, organization, and etc. While students are waiting for the teacher to review the paper, they need to put together a bibliography from the book resources they used during research.

Days 9-10: Students will write a final copy. Some of this work will need to be done outside the classroom.

Days 11-12: Final copy, bibliography, rough draft, outlines, and research material should be handed in. Students will read final project during class.

This part of the unit may be done at a different time or during a different year in the music classroom as long as copies of student’s reports are kept on file.

Days 12-13: Students will be given informational sheets about the periods of music his or her composer composed in. Students and teacher will review some of the characteristics and define terms. Students will then listen to an example of music from the time period. All four periods of music will be covered during that time. Characteristics that will be reviewed for each period of music include: instruments that were used, composers who wrote music during that period, what types of musical groups composers wrote for, popular forms of music and general characteristics defining the music.

 Days 14-15: the teacher will pair up Students who have composers from different time periods. They will compare and contrast the periods of music they have. They need to have at least five comparisons and five differences. They also may use the composer reports to compare and contrast. Students will use the graphic organizer included at the end of this unit.

Days 16-17: Students will review a PowerPoint presentation. They will then write a draft of their own presentation. 

Page one: Title page: This should include the title of the project, names of the researchers, class and date.

Page two: Period of Music: The student needs to describe his or her period of music in his or her own words.

Page three: period of Music: The other student needs to describe his or her period of music in his or her own words.

Page four: Similarities between the two periods of music: The students need to have at least five similarities between the two periods of music.

Page five: Differences between the two periods of music: The students need to have at least five differences between the two periods of music.

Each page of the project should have information about the background color, pictures they would like to use, and the custom animation that should be included in the project.

Days 18-21: Students and teacher will go into the computer room to start the PowerPoint projects. The teacher should give students an informational sheet on how to work the program. All students should start with the teacher and stay together unless they are already very familiar with the program. The teacher should walk them through creating the first page and helping students create new background colors and custom animation. When done with the first page the teacher may let students finish the project alone. Pictures should only be added when the entire project is finished because the other parts are more vital than the pictures. When students are done the teacher should quickly review the project for possible errors (such as misspelling of composer names).

Day 22: Students should be ready to present the project they created to the rest of the class.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

Include rubric(s)

There are two parts to the student’s culminating performance.

Each individual student’s composer report will be assessed on the student’s ability to fully answer the questions given to him or her. Students will be graded on the ability to perform the research process. Students will then be graded on the writing process and the ability to categorize the information. The students will also be graded on public speaking skills.

Composer Report Rubric
4 points
3 points
2 points
1 point

Independent research: The student is able to find resources in the library to answer all the questions (x1)
Student was able to perform this task with little or no help from the teacher.
Student was able to perform task with limited help from the teacher.
Student needed a substantial amount of help from the teacher to complete task.
Student was not able to find resources to complete task unless constantly guided by a teacher.

Student is able to answer all ten questions fully and accurately. (x13)
Student fully answered all ten questions correctly.
Student fully answered 7-9 questions accurately.
Student fully answered 3-6 questions accurately.
Student fully answered 1-2 questions accurately.

Writing Process: The student gave a neat, final copy of the report in the correct form, spelling and grammar. (x7)
Student was able to correctly present material with few or no errors.
Student was able to present material with a limited amount of errors.
Student presented material with a substantial amount of errors.
Student presented material. A majority of this was presented inappropriately.

Bibliography: Student presented a bibliography in the correct form with the correct information. (x3)
Student was able to correctly present material with few or no errors.
Student was able to present material with a limited amount of errors.
Student presented material with a substantial amount of errors.
Student presented material. A majority of this was presented inappropriately.

Oral report: The student should project and speak clearly. The student should also know how to pronounce words. (x1)
Student was able to present the report with few or no errors.
Student was able to presented report with a limited amount of errors.
Student presented report with a substantial amount of errors.
Student presented report with many errors.

PowerPoint Project Rubric
4 points
3 points
2 points
1 point

Student created five appropriate pages in the PowerPoint project (x5).
Students were able to perform task with little or no help from the teacher.
Students were able to perform this task with limited help from the teacher.
Students needed a substantial amount of help from teacher to complete task.
Students could not complete the entire task.

Students have at least five similarities and five differences between the two periods of music (x10).
Students presented a total of ten characteristics.
Students presented a total of 7-9 characteristics.
Students presented a total of 3-6 characteristics.
Students presented 1-2 characteristics.

Students included at least one example of background change, custom animation, and appropriate pictures on each page. (x5)
Students were able to include one feature per page.
Students were able to include at least one feature on four pages.
Students were able to include at least one feature on three pages.
Students were able to include at least one feature on one page.

Students used correct grammar and spelling during presentation. (x5)
Students were able to present project with few or no errors.
Students were able to present report with limited errors.
Students were able to present report with a substantial amount of errors.
Students presented the report.

It is the music teacher’s intention to evaluate the musical learning of a student. Therefore the above rubrics have been weighted in the left column. For instance, the students used appropriate grammar and correct spelling during the PowerPoint presentation. The teacher would give the student four points. The weight of this category is smaller than other criteria so the teacher would multiply a grade of 4 by 5. The student would then receive 20 points in this category.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

Students need to have basic listening skills, minimal research skills, writing skills at a fourth grade level, reading skills at a fourth grade level, and basic computer skills.

MODIFICATIONS

The teacher should work closely with the resource room teacher. Students with limited learning abilities should be given lengthened time requirements, with more one-on-one time. Gifted students may be able to help those with limited ability. Gifted students may also add more onto the PowerPoint presentation if extra time presents itself to them.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

Planning: Several hours may be needed to find appropriate library resources for this project. With a couple weeks notice, librarians can usually get the resources needed from other districts provided there are not enough resources in the school. Some time will need to be spent finding musical listening selections that are appropriate to the time periods and age of the listeners. The teacher needs to be very familiar with PowerPoint in case students become confused. 2-3 hours should be spent creating and copying informational sheets, question sheets, and name sheets.

Implementation: 19 days of 40 minute class periods. I may be split into a two-year project.

Assessment: 3 days of 40 minute class periods.

TECHNOLOGY USE

The research may be technology based. Students need to access the media center computers to find resources. CD-ROM’s, videos, and the Internet may be used as well. Students will be listening to recordings of music on stereos. Lastly, the PowerPoint project is entirely based on technology.

