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LEARNING CONTEXT

PURPOSE OR FOCUS 

The purpose of this experience is to learn about animals by taking the perspective of the animals.  Students will research animal behavior and adaptations and then present the information to others in form of an interview.  This activity should increase student awareness of animal behavior.

CONNECTIONS TO STANDARDS




  Science and Technology Standards

Standard 1:  Analysis, Inquiry, and Design

Students will ask questions in order to seek greater understanding.  They will seek clarification and share  research.

Standard 2:  Information Systems



Students will retrieve, process, and communicate information.

Standard 4:  Science: The Living Environment



Students will describe characteristics of living things.

Language Arts Standards

Standard 1:  Language for Information and Understanding

Students will gather, interpret, and present information.  They will observe basic writing conventions.

Standard 3:  Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation



Students will listen, read, speak, and write to analyze and



evaluate information from a variety of perspectives.

Standard 4:  Language for Social Interaction



Students will listen and speak for oral communication and read



and write for written communication.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

· What can we learn from animals about the diversity of living things?

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE


DECLARATIVE




   PROCEDURAL

Showing perspective



   

Conducting an interview

Collecting information

Analyzing information
Presenting information

PROCEDURE

1. Students will choose an animal to research.  The teacher will hand out and review the assessment checklist with the students.  They will be given an outline of topics to research such as:  appearance, body parts and coverings, food, shelter, environment, and instincts.  They will use www.askjeevesforkids.com on the internet to research.  They can also use the CD ANIMALS 5.0.

2. When the research is complete, the students will be put into pairs.  One person will be the reporter and the other person will be the animal researched.  The reporter will develop a list of questions to use as an outline to interview their partner.  Questions will be modified or further developed as the interview progresses.  The partner will answer the question using the perspective of the animal.  The reporter should take notes of the responses.  Then they will switch positions.  The reporter now becomes the animal and the animal becomes the reporter.

3. When all of the interviews have been conducted, each student will give an oral report to introduce and describe the animal interviewed.

MODIFICATIONS

Since this lesson involves working with a partner, it is appropriate for a variety of ability levels.   Students should be paired up by the teacher so that those needing more clarification can work with a knowledgeable partner.  If necessary, students can work together to research the same animal.  This will insure that the students get the necessary information.  Students with severe difficulties may use a tape recorder for the interview.

TIME REQUIRED

This lesson will take at least five forty minute science periods.  The research can  be done in two days or completed for homework.  The interviews will take two periods and the reports should take one period.

RESOURCES

The resources needed are:  outline of questions, internet access, ANIMALS CD, and science books or informational texts.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be done by teacher observation and a checklist.  They will be evaluated on their research skills, their interview, and their oral presentation.  

CHECKLIST FOR ANIMAL INTERVIEW

As a reporter:


YES OR NO

COMMENTS
Did you ask thoughtful

Y  
N

questions?

Did you speak clearly

Y
N

and distinctly?

Did you report the

Y
N

facts accurately?

As an animal:

Did you answer the

Y
N

questions factually?

Did you provide 

Y
N

details and explanations? 

Did you show a good

Y
N

understanding of the 

animal researched?

Were you able to provide
Y
N

the audience with an enjoyable

and interesting interview?

Were you successful in taking 
Y
N

the perspective of the animal?

Research skills:

Were you able to use

Y
N

the appropriate materials

to find information?

Were you able to find

Y
N

relevant information?

REFLECTION

This lesson was very enjoyable for me and the students.  They really liked  pretending to be reporters and taking the perspective of the animals.  They were able to demonstrate a deeper understanding of animals and how they survive.  The students were a very attentive audience.  As the reporters, most students were able to ask some higher level questions.  I think this lesson was successful in teaching students about animal adaptations and in teaching interview and speaking skills.  Next time I teach this lesson, I will videotape the reports and create an interview setting.

STUDENT SAMPLES

Since the final product of this lesson is an oral presentation, in order to give a student sample, I had one student write up an interview and another write up their report.

The first sample is from a lower level student.  She has researched a hermit crab.

Reporter:  Hi! What kind of animal are you?

Crab:  I am a hermit crab.

Reporter:  Where do you live?

Crab:  I live in a shell in the ocean.

Reporter:  Do you stay in your shell?

Crab:  No.  When I get too big I need to find another shell.

Reporter:  Where do you find them?

Crab:  In the ocean.  If another animal leaves its shell and I can get it.

Reporter:  Why do you have a shell?

Crab:  To protect myself from other animals.  I can hide in it.

Reporter:  Do you have any other body parts that can protect you?

Crab:  Yes.  I have claws to help me get food.

Reporter:  What else can your claws do?

Crab:  Well, sometimes I lose a claw or a leg and it can grow back.

Reporter:  How?

Crab:  When I molt I can grow a new claw.

Reporter:  What does it mean to molt?

Crab:  I can get rid of my shell if I am getting too big for it.  I have an

 exoskeleton that grows and then comes off.  Then I can find a

 new shell.

Reporter:  What do you like to eat?

Crab:  I like to eat small plants and things from the ocean.

Reporter:  Do  you eat a lot?

Crab:  I only eat a couple of times a week and I only eat at night.

Reporter:  Do you have anything else that you want to tell us.

Crab:  Yes!  I will make a great pet!

This report is given by a higher level student after interviewing a student about puffins.

Hello and thank you for watching this show.  I interviewed an Atlantic Puffin today and learned many things about him.  Him and his family live in the North Atlantic.  Most puffins live in Iceland.  They can live in the sea and on land.  They have their babies on land, but can live at sea for several months.  Also, they dig burrows in steep cliffs with their bills and feet . They dig just like dogs do!  There are many puffins in the world.  About 12 million!  But, puffins are threatened.  Humans like to hunt them for their feathers and for food.  Sometimes humans have accidents that hurt them, for example, oil spills.  Also, sometimes other birds near the ocean eat them.  They are afraid of them. Puffins like to eat small fish and crustaceans.  They can carry at least 10 fish in their mouths at once.  They have spines in their mouths to hold the fish in there. Can you believe that?  Puffins are about 10 inches tall and weigh about 500 grams.  They can fly and swim. They fly at 48-55 miles per hour.  Puffins have some special adaptations.  Their feathers are waterproof so that they don’t get too wet.  Also, they are able to drink salt water.  They get rid of salt through their nose!  They have sharp beaks and webbed feet.  This helps them to dig their burrows.  Their wings are used for swimming and flying. Puffins are very interesting animals. The puffin that I met today is very brave.  I hope that he has a safe flight home!  Thank you for listening.

