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OVERVIEW


This unit will deal with the four habitats: Tundra - Arctic, Desert, Forest - Woods, and the Jungle.  The students will be able to define habitat and tell characteristics for each habitat above.  They will also be able to match animals that live in those habitats.
 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Declarative 
Procedural 

 Define habitat
The students will learn the process of deduction through modeling. They will write the definition from the information deduced.

Be able to name the properties of each of the following habitats: Tundra - Arctic, Desert, Woods - Forest, and Jungle
Make a model of different habitats.

Be able to place animals in the habitat and in which they live.
Place pictures of animals under correct habitat  headings



Be able to label the habitats on a map
 

 
 




ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 What is a habitat? 

Which animals live in a certain habitat? 

What are the characteristics of each of the following habitats: Desert, Tundra - Arctic, Forest - Woods, and Jungle?

Where is each habitat located in the world?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Standard 4: Science Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and recognize the historical development of ideas in science.

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas: discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations: and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

The Arts

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles. 

Social Studies

Standard 3: Geography Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the independent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth’s surface.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

As a hook into the unit, students will brainstorm (with a partner) to obtain a list of all the different places animals can live.  After listing (as a class) the habitats the students will sort animal pictures into the appropriate groups according to the area they live in using the think- pair - share situation.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Habitat Introduction

Define Habitat using the Frayer model strategy on an overhead  (included in the handouts) as a class and see if they can deduce what a habitat is.

Make a blank booklet with Habitat on the cover.  The children will add to their booklet throughout the unit by defining each habitat with the characteristics and animals that belong in each habitat. 

WOODS - FORESTS

Introduce Temperate Forest - Woods.  Take a class walk around the field that is next to the woods near the school athletic field.  Pair the children up and have them go on a scavenger hunt to find the elements of the woods.  Give each group a checklist.  

Compare findings by completing a word map of the woods.  

The students will listen to and read books about the woods.

On the bulletin board color in the areas on the world map of the wooded regions and also complete their individual maps.

Go on the Internet to: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes and click on temperate deciduous forest to view the animals that live there and make a list of the animals. 

Complete the worksheets on the woods. 

Do a FWL (fifty words or less) - write a descriptive paragraph to explain what the habitat is like INDUCTION. Draw a picture including vegetation and animals.  Write the FWL to go with the picture. 

TUNDRA - ARCTIC

Have children do a KWL( Knowledge, What you want to know, and What you learned) on the tundra in pairs or groups.  Combine their ideas on a class chart.

Read books about polar bears, penguins, seals and other arctic stories to paint a picture of this habitat.  Have the children complete a web about the Tundra.

Go on the above website and have the students click on the Arctic and Antarctic to get the animals that live there.  

Have each student select one animal and do a FWL (fifty words or less) as to why it can survive in the tundra.  

Mark the wall map areas and the students individual maps.

Test DBQ (data based question) and complete information sheet.  

Draw a picture to add to student's booklet and write a FWL about the tundra.

DESERT

Show the desert slides.  Then show the slides a second time and have the students take notes about the slides.  

If you lived in the desert for some time make a list of all the good and bad things about the desert.  Explain why these are either good or bad according to your experiences.

Go on the Internet and click on http://enchantedlearning.com/biomes to learn about deserts. 

Share two facts with their partner about the desert.

Color the desert area on the world wall map and their individual maps.  

Draw a picture of the desert and FWL a description of the desert.

JUNGLE

Watch the movie Jungle Boy.

Pull up the website from above and put on the overhead.  Have the children discuss with their neighbor what they learned.  

Compare and contrast the movie and the website. Then complete a sentence about the jungle.

Select one animal of the jungle and write a cinquain poem.  A cinquain poem consists of 5 lines.  The first line has 2 syllables, the second has 5 syllables, the third has 7 syllables, the fourth has 5 syllables, and the fifth has 2 syllables.

Write a Who Am I riddle (deduction).  Read these orally and have other students guess what animal is being described.  

Color the area on the wall map and their individual maps.

Draw a picture in their booklet and do an FWL for the jungle. 

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


The students will use “Decision Making” to select the habitat they want to use to construct support.
Students will "Construct Support" for selecting one of the habitats to live in and explain their reasons for choosing this area.  This will be added to their booklet.  

On the Internet have the students go to 

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson068.shtml to complete a scavenger hunt.  

Each student will be given a habitat and write a want ad for tenants. 

Students will share their habitat booklets with their grandparents on Grandparent's Day. 

Give each child a card with a fact on it and have them do the corner to corner activity (assign habitats to each corner -children will go to the corner their fact goes with).

Divide the class into groups.  Have them make a habitat shadow box.  They must include animals and vegetation that explain the habitat they choose. Also have them include 3 items that do not belong and have the other students during share time pick out the things that do not belong.

 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Animals are different.

Animals choose different areas to live in.

Not all animals live in the same area.  

Animals need different things to live and survive.

 

MODIFICATIONS
A resource person will be assigned to a student who needs extra help.  Some students will be grouped with more able learners or older students (peer tutors).  A frame paragraph will be used to do the tenant wanted ad and the cinquain poem with the resource room teacher.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
4- 5 weeks at a half-hour a day. 

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Use of computer to look up habitats and animals in those habitats.

A scavenger hunt on the Internet.  

Overhead connected to the computer.

VCR

Maps/overhead

REFLECTION


This learning unit was developed for the purpose of familiarizing the children with different environment people, plants and animals dwell in.  Through the different activities, we tried to make this as hands on as possible to keep the interest level intact and provide enhancement for all learning styles.  

By meeting the requirements of the standards we have hoped to lay a foundation for further learning.  While using their background information, it is hoped that the students will be able to apply the knowledge to other standards as they are taken to a higher level of thinking in their further years of obtaining knowledge.   

 

Booklet

·  Cover decorated

· Woods

· Checklist

· Area colored on map

· List of animals

· FWL

· Picture of the woods

· Tundra

· List of animals

· FWL an animal and how it survives

· Map colored

· Picture of the area

· FWL about the tundra

· Desert

· List of animal

· Picture

· FWL

· Map colored

· Jungle

· Color of the map

· Draw picture

· FWL

· List of animals

· Final story about habitats

Checklist for Habitats

Place a check in front of each item that tells about the 





 sand


 trees


 lots of rain


 cactus


 heavy fur on animals


 very cold


 hot, dry


 lots of snow


 always humid


 frozen ground


 arctic fox


 by the North Pole


 parrots


 woods         


 no trees


 ponds


 lizards


 grasses


 scorpions


 cold nights, hot days


 heavy snow


 by the equator


 few small plants


 sand storms


 tree dwelling animals


 where we live


 4 seasons


 deer

Cinquain Poem

On each line write one syllable of a word.  Words can not be split on different lines.  Words are to be adjectives that describe the animal.

Decision Making Task Rubric K - 4

Task Component
4 Points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1 Point Each

Identifies  Alternatives
The student Tackles the problem totally independently with no support from the teacher.
The student only asks minimal questions as they work through the problem.
The student is constantly asking questions, but then proceeds with the task.
The student is constantly asking questions and still is not able to complete the task as given.



 Selects Alternatives


The student includes at least 3 animals and 3 examples of vegetation for their habitat.
The student includes 2 animals and 2 examples of vegetation for their habitat.
The student includes 1 animal and 1 type of vegetation about their habitat.  
The student includes only 1 example of animals and vegetation about their habitat.



Supports Alternative Choice


The student is able to explain why the 3 items do not belong in giving several reasons. 
The student is able to explain why the 3 items do not belong and can give reason.
The student is able to include 3 items that do not belong but can not give good reasons.  
The student does not know if they have 3 items that belong and can not explain this.



Rubric for "Who Am I ?”

Task
4 points  each
3 points each 
2 points each 
1 point each

Habitat
Habitat is listed






Description of habitat  


Gives complete details and uses above average descriptive words
Uses 3 descriptive words about the habitat
Tells 2 descriptive facts about habitat
Tells one fact about habitat

Physical Characteristics 
3 or more facts about using descriptive adjectives
3 facts about the animal
2 facts about the animal
 1 fact about the animal

Pattern of the poem
All 5 lines have the correct number of syllables


There is no more that one syllable off
There is no more that 3 syllables off
There are four or more mistakes in the syllables

Desert

Good things





Bad things

Explain why you think these are good things and why they are bad things.
Essential Characteristics


Nonessential Characteristics



Habitat  _______________________________________

Examples


Non examples

FWL checklist

·   50 words or less  (40)

·   more than 50 words  (30) 

·   grammar is correct  (5) 

·   spelling   (5)

·   the FWL answers the question asked for each habitat (35)

·   the FWL is written in an organized manner  (10 )

HABITAT SHADOW BOX


 Decorate sides in and out with vegetation of the area.  (25)


 Include animals of the area.  (25)


 Include other items that would be found in the habitat.  (25)


 Also include 3 things that would not belong.  Write up a card 


as to why it would not belong.  (25)

Wanted: Animal Tenants

If you have the necessary characteristics, you may want to come 

and live in the 



.  Please list your characteristics.

Please call  (


) or mail your application to:  

address below.

