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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

The purpose and focus of this learning experience is to introduce (for 2nd graders), or review (for 3rd graders), the knowledge needed, and the process used, to successfully and independently find specific books in their Elementary Library Media Center, using the electronic catalog known as OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog), a part of the Mandarin Library Automation System.

 

Connection to Standards

This Learning Experience supports English Language Arts Standard #1            Students will listen, speak, read and write for information and understanding.

Indicators: Gathers and interprets information from oral, written, and electronic sources                     

Constructs meaning from print, picture clues, prior knowledge, structural and                                                           context clues.              

 This Learning Experience supports the AASL Information Literacy Standard #1 Students will access information efficiently and effectively

Indicators: Recognizes the need for information

                   Identifies potential sources of information

      Uses successful strategies for locating information

Essential Question

What is the information and understanding needed to successfully and independently locate a specific resource, in an elementary school library media center, using OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog)?
Prerequisite Knowledge:

A basic understanding that, resources in an elementary library media center are organized according to an established system.  Recognition of the fact that, use of the electronic catalog, allows a primary student to access a specific book.

An understanding that most libraries have specific ways to find individual titles in their collections.

Content Knowledge

 Declarative

1. Books in a school library media center are arranged in some order.

2. There is a way to find a specific book in an elementary library media center independently.

3. A program on the computer called OPAC, helps to find books by subject, author or title.

4. Each book in the library has a title and author.

5. A "subject", is what the book is about, and can be used to search for a book.

6. A "call number" is found on a tag on the book's spine and in the OPAC record.

7. To use OPAC successfully, information must be entered correctly.

8. To find a book with the information from OPAC, a student must also understand the arrangement of the library media center being used.

 9.  The shelves and books have labels that guide the search for a specific book.

 Procedural
1. The class will use the color coded floor plan of their library and locate the areas where fiction, non-fiction and easy picture books are shelved.

2. The class will view an introductory power point presentation on OPAC. 

3. Students will be using library media center computers to access OPAC and enter information provided for their search.

4. Students will select and write down the appropriate call numbers and letters from the OPAC search results.

5. Students will use information from OPAC to guide them on their search for specific books* on library shelves. *(books will be represented by 3x5 cards with matching information)

6. Students will use the checklist (rubric) to evaluate their own success in finding the specific book they were searching for.

 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)
1. The teacher will have a color-coded floor plan of the library media center (See example at the end of Learning Experience) scanned into the computer and projected on a screen and each student will have their own floor plans to review.  (These will have been completed  and corrected in a previous lesson.) Students will be asked to point to specific areas of their floor plans, to review location of Fiction, Non-Fiction and Easy Picture Books. The teacher will use the cursor to point out the correct locations on the overhead screen. This will be a very brief review of prior knowledge. 

2. Next, students will view a short introductory power point presentation on the basics of why, and how to use OPAC.  (See print version at end of Learning Experience)  Questions prompted by the Power Point Presentation will be answered at this time.

3. Each student will be given a 3x5 card which contains either a SUBJECT, TITLE, OR AUTHOR entry and a copy of the "Self-Evaluation Rubric" (See examples at end of Learning Experience) 

4. The teacher will explain that each student will log into WinOpac, open the OPAC search screen,  type in the subject, title, or author from their 3x5 card in the correct line of the OPAC search screen. Reminders will be given to copy the spelling on the card accurately. (Students will have had one visit to the computer lab where they do a guided step by step search, so the screen is familiar)

5. Before starting the search, the Self-evaluation Rubric will be read aloud to the class by the teacher to assure clear understanding. Student questions can be answered before starting the search  They will fill these out upon  completion to their "book" search.

6. Students will be told that after entering the search terms and finding the designated entry, they will copy down the call number and letters and move to the shelves to seek the matching card that represents the book they were searching for. When the correct card is found, it is to be returned to the teacher, or assistant for verification.

7. Names should be written on the Self-Evaluation Rubrics and left at the student's desks           

8. When directions are completed, students will be instructed to move to the computers in the library (or the computer lab, which is nearby) taking the 3x5 card and a pencil with them.        .  

9. Each student will conduct their own search on OPAC, write the call number on their card, search the appropriate library shelves for their "book" and return cards to teacher for verification of success.

10. Students should then be seated to fill out the Self-Evaluation Rubric.

11. The teacher will monitor the activity, provide encouragement. If necessary, minimal assistance can be given to those having problems with their search.  Each student should end up with the matching card from the shelf, even if they need some help along the way. (The amount of help, should be reflected on the rubric)

 

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS
Convenient seating arrangement and necessary equipment should be in place for Power Point presentation. Color coded floor plans, 3x5 cards and rubrics should be ready at each student's seat, as class starts. 

When using this Learning Experience with 2nd grades, all computers should be pre-set on the WinOpac screen to save time.

Very important to the success of this lesson is having all 3x5 cards (which represent the books that are being searched for) inserted in the right places on the shelves and at the right time!  The cards should not be too obvious, but easily discovered.  To ensure that cards are not moved by other library patrons, it is best to put them on the shelves, just before the class arrives in the library media center.

The  number of students doing the search at one time should be adjusted to the facilities and staff available. If necessary to divide class and allow half to participate at a time, provide a quiet task or reading for those waiting.  When computer lab is nearby and can be utilized for OPAC use, the whole class would be able to work at one time.

Special needs students should be assisted  and guided through the search by support staff.

Selected cards with fewer words to type, can be given to students who may be more challenged by this task than others.

Shelf labels in the library media center should be clearly displayed.

Informative and decorative Dewey Decimal posters on display at all times would reinforce parts of this lesson.

TIME REQUIRED

This lesson will work with a class of 18-20 students in a 40 minute class period.  Planning and preparation ahead of class as described below is essential to the lesson's success, in this time frame.

 About 10 minutes prior to class arrival, 3x5 cards representing books must be placed in the appropriate places in the collection, according to call number and letters.

 Floor plans, rubrics and cards need to be distributed to each student's seat, before class arrives.  All presentation equipment must be ready.

RESOURCES
Two-part cards created from pre-selected OPAC records of the elementary library.

Power point presentation

Dewey Decimal posters (optional)

Color coded map outlines

Print copies of rubric for each student

Worksheet/or reading material in a large class where some students have to wait.

Dewey Decimal bookmarks to be given out at end of lesson as mark of success. (optional)

ASSESMENT PLAN -----Self-Evaluation Rubric*

Name_______________Class_________


What I did..
I did this easily and correctly
I had to try more than once to get it right.


I needed help to get this right.

I found the WinOpac icon.




I opened OPAC.




I typed the information from my card in the right line.




I copied the words correctly.




I got the search results on the screen




I copied the call number on my card.




I went to the right part of the library to look for my book.




I found my "book" card.




I checked my rubric.



















* This rubric could include a column to indicate a grade or letter mark based on a total of “points” earned by counting the number of check marks which indicate a students success with each part of the task.

STUDENT WORK

Student "work" would have to be viewed while in progress, but would be reflected in their Self-Evaluation rubric.
 

 

REFLECTION
 Card and rubric preparation time by the library media specialist is the most time consuming part of this lesson, but also the most important.   It is important to select entries from the catalog that will be at an appropriate reading level, not too long an entry to type in OPAC, and not part of a long confusing list of records once it is found.  Each child should come away with a feeling of success in this lesson.  The "I found it" feeling is what will help the student approach this procedure with confidence and independence the next time.

The lessons before this one are important also.  The general arrangement of the library and the effective teaching of the location of call numbers on a book, is prior knowledge that is key to the success of this lesson.

 When doing this lesson (especially in second grade) the library media specialist (and assistant if available) should circulate around the room to give subtle cues to those who are confused or frustrated.

