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OVERVIEW
The Hero Project is an opportunity for students to research and write a research paper about an abstract idea: the qualities and characteristics of a hero. The focus is on the idea of heroism rather than on a particular hero.  The project includes an emphasis on using computers to do research, to help organize information, and to present information.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Qualities and/or characteristics of a hero
	Researching using a variety of sources including a      wide range of technological tools

	 
	Skimming/selecting

	 
	Note-taking  - paraphrasing, summarizing, quoting

	 
	Using Inspiration to organize and categorize information 

	 
	Outlining

	 
	Using the Writing Process


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What are the qualities and/or characteristics of a hero?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS 
ELA Standard # 1 

Key Ideas #1



Performance Indicators
· Interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations, including technical manuals, professional journals, newspaper and broadcast editorials, electronic networks, political speeches and debates, and primary source material in their subject area courses

· Synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information

· Make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas

· Make perceptive and well developed connections to prior knowledge

               Key Ideas - #2

Performance Indicators

· Write and present research reports, feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics related to all school subjects

· Use a wide range of organizational patterns such as chronological, logical (both deductive and inductive), cause and effect, and comparison/contrast

· Support interpretations and decisions about relative significance of information with explicit statement, evidence, and appropriate argument

· Revise and improve early drafts by restructuring, correcting errors, and revising for clarity and effect

· Use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve a individual style that communicates effective
MST Standard # 2
Key Idea 

Performance Indicator
· Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

· Understand and use the more advanced features of word processing, spreadsheets, and data-base software

Learning Experiences
Lesson 1 – Unit Initiating Activity and Research Skills Review

Initiating Activity: Students will view Slide 2 of the PowerPoint presentation and, as a group, identify each person pictured and consider the qualities that make each a hero of some sort.

Students will continue to view and take notes (Using handouts – printed three slides per page) on the PowerPoint program reviewing the following skills as the teacher leads them through the program:  

research skills

source cards 

note cards

outlining

writing a paper 

editing

Students will read a model paper on the qualities of a hero to get a sense of the abstract nature of the assignment.

Students will each be given a current MLA guide to use as they write their source cards.

Students using computers (Earth Walk, clusters or a lab) will review the sources noted in the PowerPoint program:


Internet


Electric Library


Pro Quest


World Book online

CD-ROM dictionaries and encyclopedias

Students will review how to copy site addresses into their own-networked files.

Students will be reminded how to skim for information to decide if a site is one that will be a good source of information.  

Students will begin to search for information to determine the qualities of a hero.

Homework:  Continue searching and copy site addresses into own files.

Lesson II – Researching and Writing Source Cards and Note cards. (Earth Walk, clusters or computer lab)

Students will be instructed to review the slides from the PowerPoint program, which show how to do note cards and source cards.  They will also review the note-taking terms handout.  Students will be reminded how to use the MLA guide and will look at samples of Internet and CD-ROM works cited entries.

Students will continue researching the topic and will confer with the teacher as needed.

By the end of class, each student will have completed at least 3 source cards and 5 note cards using the models from the PowerPoint program.  The cards will be checked and graded on the Checklist. 

Homework:  Continue researching the topic and complete source and note cards.

Lesson III - Organizing Information

Students will select from their notes at least eight qualities of a hero and will present these in a graphic using the computer program Inspiration (Slide 6). 

In a lab setting, the students will be led through the process, first using the outline function and then producing the diagram.  

Students will be shown how to embellish the diagram to make an attractive diagram.

Students will categorize their hero characteristics into at least two groups and should make an Inspiration diagram on their own showing the groupings and the qualities.  Students will use the model from PowerPoint slide program (Slide 7). 

Students will make an outline in Microsoft Word using Slide 8 as a model.

Homework:  Divide note cards according to the outline and put them in order to be ready to begin the first draft of the paper.

Lesson IV - Writing the First Draft and Editing the Paper

Students will review the sample paper, noting how quotations are worked into the text and how they are documented.

Using the outline and the ordered note cards, students will compose the first draft on the computer.

Homework:
Edit the printed draft.

Lesson V – Peer editing and completing the final draft

In small groups (3-5 students), students will read their papers aloud for feedback.

Students will revise the content of their own papers using suggestions from peers.

In pairs, students will peer edit each other’s paper for mechanical errors. 

Students will edit and revise to produce a final copy and will read the paper again, once it is printed. 
Lesson VI – Composing the Works Cited Page and Preparing the Paper for Submission       

Using the source cards, students will write the works cited (reference) page.

Students will move parts of the paper done on the computer into one file and set up a header with the page numbers and their last name.  

Students will create a title page to match the model. They will be told that strict MLA form does not include a title page.  Adding a title page is a modification. 

Homework: Complete paper and prepare for submission

Students will submit the following:

Grading Rubric Sheet

Note cards 

Source cards 

Two Inspirations diagrams 

First draft

Final paper 

Title page

Outline

The paper

Works Cited page 
CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 

The culminating performance is the paper itself with all of its parts.

Hero Paper Final Submission Checklist and Rubric


Name ___________


Periods__________

All source cards, note cards and the edited first draft must be handed in with the final paper.  Put the paper together in the following order:

Title page

Outline

The paper

Works Cited

Source cards and note cards



_________

Corrected first draft




_________

Formatting – Title page, Outline, Works Cited,

_________

        Documentation, Header with 

        page numbers

Text of the paper





_________

Rubric
4  
= 
very complete and well done in form and content 

3
 =
complete in form and content

2  
=
Incomplete but in the form required



 
Complete and not in the form required

1          =
Attempted but incomplete and poorly done in either form or content

Notes and Comments:

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

This project requires that students have basic knowledge of using computers for word processing and Internet research, as well a basic knowledge of research paper writing skills and the writing process. It serves as a review of research methods and skills for more advanced students or a more in-depth review for students with less experience. 
MODIFICATIONS
For students who have considerably less experience in either research techniques or the use the computers, the teacher does mini lessons while the other students are doing their research during class.  This modification may be necessary especially for students entering from other districts.

For students who have difficulty reading and/or writing, the requirement of using eight hero qualities and at least three resources may be reduced to meet realistic goals.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
This unit is taught in classes that meet for 79 minutes every other day in a six-day schedule.  The unit is made up of six lessons, with each lesson being completed in 79 minutes. In a six-day cycle, the unit runs two cycles or about two and a half weeks.

TECHNOLOGY USE

A computer lab or Earth Walk is needed for some all-group instruction but clusters may be used for individual research and word processing.

The Internet, CD-ROM dictionaries and encyclopedias, ProQuest, Electric Library and World Book Online are used in this project.

Inspiration is used to create charts. 

The slide presentation needs to be opened in PowerPoint.

Word processing programs are used as well.

Sample Paper

Lesson 1

Definition of a Hero

William Smith

Copenhagen Central School

English 12

April 25, 2001

William Smith

Ms. Evans

English 12, Periods 3-4

31 April 2001

Definition of a Hero

Thesis:  A hero has special character traits, performs great deeds, and has a special relationship to society. 

I. Character traits

A. Superhuman

B. Brave

II. Actions

A. Overcomes obstacles

B. Achieves excellence

C. Performs noble acts

D. Achieves fame

III. Relationship to Society

A. Has social purpose

B. Helps and serves others

C. Inspires others

D. Embodies the values of a society

William Smith

Ms. Evans

English 12, Periods 3-4

31 April 2001

Definition of a Hero


The qualities that define a hero include those that have to do with character traits, actions and the hero’s relationship to society.  A person who has faced an illness, or who has achieved excellence, or who inspires others can be a hero.  Although the criteria for heroism is often based in the values of a particular society at a particular time, there are some qualities of heroism that are universal to all times and all places, whether the hero is a part of a cultural mythology or is a member of society today (Mades). 


A hero possesses character traits, which make him seem superhuman, often showing bravery in the face of great obstacles or difficulties.  Beowulf, from the Anglo-Saxon epic predating the year one thousand, is an example of a cultural hero who possessed these character traits.  He demonstrated both his bravery and his superhuman qualities when he used the strength of thirty men from his own hands to rip the arm and shoulder from the monster Grendel’s body.  The monster had terrorized a kingdom for twelve years leaving not only the king but also the brave warriors helpless and in terror in the presence of the monster.  Beowulf’s bravery and superhuman strength helped him defeat the monster.  While Beowulf is a hero of literature, there are also heroes among us in the real world.  Andres Galarragas, a first baseman for the Atlanta Braves, battled a different kind of monster and won.  Galarragas fought cancer by surviving the pain, discomfort and hair loss of radiation and chemotherapy treatments. His return to his sport is described by Rufus Guthrie as “‘miraculous’” (Levine).  Norma Campbell also a survivor of cancer says both she and Galarraga feel “‘ like [giants], like [they] can conquer the world, like nothing else can bother you or tear you down’” (Levine).  Facing and conquering the illness can give a survivor a feeling of being superhuman.  Whether the hero is from an epic poem like Beowulf or from the baseball field, a hero must be brave and at least seem to have superhuman qualities.  


A hero also performs actions, which elevate him to the status of hero. According to Kim King, a cancer patient and Georgia Tech former quarterback, “ ‘…true heroes are people that do things under pressure, with grace and style’ ” (Levine). Through his actions, a hero overcomes obstacles, performs noble acts and achieves excellence and fame.  Beowulf was an orphan who was less than remarkable in his youth ( Raffel 91).

Yet, he grew to be a person who performed noble deeds.  Beowulf helped a foreign king reclaim his kingdom from the oppression of a monster and the monster’s mother without regard for his own safety.  Beowulf proved himself to be a most excellent warrior through his selfless actions.  His noble deeds earned him immortality through the fame he achieved.  Like Beowulf, Galarragas also overcame obstacles, performed selfless acts and continued to achieve excellence.  Cancer was Galarragas’ great obstacle, and he overcame it with often painful treatments, radiation and chemotherapy.  As a result of his battle with cancer, Galarragas found a way to help others with cancer.  He visits with children also stricken with cancer and gives them hope of recovery.  His return to the ball field helped other cancer patients see him as their hero.  If he could recover, so could they.


Finally, a hero does not exist in a vacuum. He must be a part of society, and, indeed, it is his society that elevates him as a hero.  In fact, the hero’s achievements often embody the values of a society.  In Beowulf, fame was considered to be of great value to the Anglo-Saxon people.   News of Beowulf’s great deeds was spread by word of mouth and his fame grew with each noble deed.  His society regarded him as a hero, worthy of the poet’s praise, which would become a part of the people’s story.  Beowulf represented the values of his culture through his bravery and selfless deeds.  A mother who teaches her child to be a good human being can also be considered a hero promoting the values of a society (Marroquin). At Woodward Parkway Elementary School in Farmingdale, New York, the students learned about everyday heroes in their community.  A daughter thinks of her father who died fighting a fire as a hero because he took her fishing, coached baseball and was a positive role model for a boy who had no father (Marroquin).  He embodied the value that society places on courage and character. According to Marroquin, heroes can be people who “lead extraordinary lives in their community”  (Marroquin).


A hero, then, should be brave, possibly superhuman, should perform noble actions and achieve excellence and fame while overcoming great obstacles. A hero should demonstrate his connectedness to his society through serving others, having a social purpose, inspiring others and embodying the values of his society.  Heroes exist in our mythology, in our history and in our own world today.
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Lesson 2

Terms to Know and Skills to Use When Taking Notes

Paraphrasing.
Rephrasing the information into the paper writer’s own words, leaving no information out - This is done sentence by sentence.

Summarizing 
Rephrasing the main or general ideas of a paragraph or two

Quoting 

Copying word for word and using quotation marks, the author’s 

name and the page. The quotation must be worked effectively into 

the writer’s language.  A quotation does not stand by itself.

According to Smith, “the hero must confront his enemy” (Smith 16).

Although the hero has help along his journey, “the hero must confront his enemy” himself  (16). 

Quoting a 
If what is being quoted already has quotation marks, use double

Quotation
quotation marks and single quotation marks, mention the name of the person being quoted in the text, and cite the source you are using.
According to Jones, “ ‘the hero finds his destiny close to
  home’ ” (Smith 26).

The statement above indicates that the statement quoted was in an article by Smith who was quoting Jones.

Lesson 2

Hero Paper Progress Checklist and Rubric

Name______________

Periods ____________

All sources used and all notes must be on note cards. Numbers reflect the number being checked on a given date. All source cards and note cards must be turned in with the final paper.




Date Due

Source cards
(3)







_______

Note cards
(5)







_______





8 qualities of a hero Inspiration chart





_______

Categorized Inspiration Chart






_______

Outline









_______

Draft of the paper with all 

source and note cards







_______

Rubric 

4 
= 
very complete, and in the form required

3       = 
complete and in the form required

2
=
Incomplete and in the form required





Complete and not in the form required



1
=
Attempted but incomplete in either form or content



0
= 
nothing done

Notes and Comments:

Lesson 3
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Lesson 3

[image: image2.emf]Qualities 


of a Hero


Social  


purpose


Bravery


Achieves 


fame


Embodies 


the values 


of a 


society


Overcomes 


obstacles


Helps 


and 


serves 


others


Inspires 


others


Achieves 


excellence


Super-


human 


qualities


Noble 


actions




Qualities  of a Hero Social   purpose Bravery Achieves  fame Embodies  the values  of a  society Overcomes  obstacles Helps  and  serves  others Inspires  others Achieves  excellence Super- human  qualities Noble  actions


