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Overview

This unit takes a look at the various symbols of the United States of America and the pride they elicit. We will read books, watch a movie, and use creative arts to gain an understanding of these symbols.

Content Knowledge

	Declarative
	Procedural

	Symbols of the United States
	Write sentences from notes

	Steps to compare and contrast
	Compare and contrast

	
	Make an oral presentation


Essential Questions

1. How do symbols evoke emotions?

2. How do symbols represent different ideas?

Connections to NYS Learning Standards

SS#1 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

Key Idea #1 The study of New York and United States history requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices, and traditions.

Students will explain those values, practices, and traditions that unite all Americans

ELA#1 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding

Key Idea #1 Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Students will gather and interpret information from children's reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams.

Students will present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts 

ELA #3 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Key Idea #1 Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based.

Students will monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact). 

ARTS #1 Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts.

Key Idea #1 Students will make works of art that explore different kinds of subject matter, topics, themes, and elements, organizational principles, and expressive images to communicate their own ideas in works of art.  

Students will experiment and create art works, in a variety of mediums (drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking, video , and computer graphics), based on a range of individual and collective experiences.

Initiating Activity

DAY 1

Discuss with students what a symbol is and show some examples.  Explain that some symbols are used to show pride.  You may want to use a school mascot or logo as an example.  Talk about how a school mascot or logo on pencils or sweatshirts shows that person has pride in the school.  Tell the students that we also use symbols to show that we are proud to be citizens of the U.S.  Then explain that the U.S. has several symbols that represent our country.  Distribute a “Salute to US Symbols” worksheet.  (The Education Center Inc.)  Discuss with the students what are some of these symbols.  Explain to children that they are going to play a game.  

Give the following directions for the game:

· Each player cuts the symbol off the bottom of the page and then shuffles them face down.

· Player One should then turn over the top card, if he has a US symbol, he puts it on the flag.  If it is not a symbol, he discards it.  It will then be Player Two’s turn.

· Player Two then turns over the card and takes a turn.

· Play continues until one player has placed a US symbol on each box of the flag.

· After the game has been played have all students glue the US symbols onto the flag.

Assessment:  Collect each student’s paper and check for correct symbols.

Learning Experiences

DAY 2

Ask the children if they ever knew that even cartoon characters could be symbols.  Then show them pictures of Uncle Sam and explain his importance.  Then proceed in making a journal in the appearance of the Uncle Sam hat.  To complete this journal you will need for each student:  two red pieces of paper, three thin strips of white paper, and one thick strip of blue paper.

Directions to make Uncle Sam’s Hat:

· Have each student take one piece of red paper and one of the pieces of white paper.  

· Then the student should glue the white strip right along the long edge of the red paper.  The student should do the same with another strip and then the last one goes in the middle.

· Next the student should take the blue strip and glue it on top of the white strips at the bottom of the red paper.

· The students can either cut out white stars or draw them on the blue strip to complete Uncle Sam’s hat.

· After that is done, put blank pieces of paper in between the two red and staple together to create a journal.

Day 3

Show the children the flag hanging up in your classroom and brainstorm the many things they may already know about the flag.  Write this information down on the board, once they have exhausted their knowledge add any facts they might have missed or some interesting ones that they didn’t know-i.e. The flag first went to the moon in 1969.  Then in their journal have the students write four sentences about the flag.  You may want to do a sample on the board but encourage them to write their own.

Assessment:  Collect and read what the children have written in their journal.  Look for sentences made from notes.

Day 4-5

Begin by reading The Story of the Statue of Liberty by Betsy C. Maestro.  Then discuss information from the book and make a word web on chart paper.  Afterwards, have the children write some information in their journals.  Once that is completed, watch the movie from the History for Kids Series The Statue of Liberty.  The next day do an art activity with the children in which they will make a crown out of a paper plate and construction paper and a Statue of Liberty torch out of a paper cup, paper towel roll, aluminum foil and construction paper.  Once those are completed work with the students to write a friendly letter to a friend describing what the Statue of Liberty is like.

Assessment:  Collect and read what the children have written in their journal and in their friendly letter. Check for information and sentences.

Day 6

Read The Liberty Bell by Tristan Boyer Binns.  Review information found in the book about the Liberty Bell.  Then have the children write in their journals information that they found interesting.  After that is done, draw a Venn diagram on the board and pass out a copy to each student.  Tell the students that you are going to compare the Statue of Liberty to the Liberty Bell.  As a class, complete the Venn diagram.

Assessment:  Collect and read what the children have written in their journal and collect the Venn diagram.  Check for correct information and complete sentences.

Day 7

Read I Pledge Allegiance by June Swanson.  Talk about what a pledge is and what it means to take a pledge.  Read and color in a Pledge of Allegiance worksheet (Elizabeth Claire).  

Extending and Refining

As a class discuss what would make a good pledge for the classroom.  Have the students work in pairs to create a pledge that could be used in the classroom to show unity and pride.  

Assessment:  Collect the pairs class pledges.  Look to see if pledge has ideas for unity and pride in the classroom.

Day 8

Show a picture of a Bald Eagle and discuss characteristics that it has.  Have the class give their reasons for why they think the Bald Eagle was picked as the US bird as opposed to the wild turkey.  Also show a sample of the Great Seal, which can be found on any one-dollar bill, or if you can get a real raised seal on a certificate.  Discuss what it looks like, they may realize that the bald eagle is also on the Great Seal.  Share any other information that you may have on either of these symbols.  Have the children write about each of these symbols in their journals.

Assessment:  Collect and read what the children have written in their journals.  Check for complete sentences made from notes.

Day 9

Extending and Refining

Tell the students that not only can a picture or a building be a symbol but so can a song.  Play a recording of The Star Spangled Banner for the children.  Teach them the words and then sing it as a class.  Discuss where you may hear that song and what feeling it evokes in the children.  Then as a class create a top ten list of The Best Things about the United States.

Day 10

Invite a guest speaker from a local VFW Post to come into the classroom.  Ask him or her to discuss how these symbols help promote pride and to share which symbol they think best represents the United States. 

Day 11

Hold a “Celebrate America” day.  Beforehand as a class, brainstorm things that you could do all day to celebrate America such as: wear red, white and blue; write in blue or red pencils or chalk.  Have the children present their final project to the class and possibly share a special treat.  Take a walk around the school community and use a digital camera to take pictures of any symbols of the United States that you may see.

Culminating Performance
At the beginning of the unit the children will be given a list of several United States symbols.  They will be asked to pick one that interests them the most.  Then they are to create a poster and make an oral presentation to the class.  The poster should include picture, drawn or other, and three interesting facts that they found out about the symbol.  

Analytic Rubric for Poster
	CRITERIA
	Looks
	Information
	Sentences

	
	
	
	

	4

Fantastic
	Uses lots of color

Consistency

Neat printing

Correct spacing
	3 true facts
	Always complete sentences

Always correct punctuation

	3
Acceptable
	Uses some color

Frequently uses correct spacing & neat printing
	2-3 true facts
	Frequently uses complete sentences & correct punctuation

	2
Developing
	Uses 1-2 colors

Sometimes uses correct spacing & neat printing
	1-2 true facts
	Sometimes uses complete sentences & correct punctuation

	1
Needs Work
	No color (pencil)

Never uses correct spacing

Rarely neat
	0-1 true fact
	Not usually complete sentences & correct punctuation


Analytic Rubric for Presentation

	CRITERIA
	Eye Contact 
	Voice
	Posture

	3
Fantastic
	Student looks at audience while speaking
	Speaks clearly with emphasis and appropriate pauses
	Student demonstrates good posture and includes gestures as needed

	2
Acceptable
	Student makes some eye contact with audience
	Speaks clearly but with no expression
	Student doesn’t always demonstrate good posture or include gestures

	1
Needs Work
	Student rarely looks at audience while speaking
	Speaks in an erratic manner (too slow, too fast, mumbles)
	Student demonstrates poor posture and doesn’t use gestures


Pre-requisite Skills

The students will need to have the following skills in order to complete the tasks within the unit:

· Know how to construct sentences

· Have basic art skills

Modifications

The only modifications that may be needed during this unit are for children that have difficulty writing.  If this is a problem the child should be allowed to have someone else write for him or he could use a tape recorder.

Unit Schedule/Time Plan

This unit is scheduled to be approximately two weeks in length.  Each lesson period should take approximately 30-45 minutes.

Technology Use

During this unit I used a video from the History for Kids Series entitled The Statue of Liberty.  I used a tape player in order to let the children listen to the Star Spangled Banner.  A digital camera was used to take pictures of United States symbols seen in the school community.
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