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 LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

Memorials are found in every human culture. Why do human beings create memorials? What makes an effective memorial? The purpose of this learning experience is to introduce students to the concept of memorials, based on prior knowledge. This experience offers students the opportunity to extend and refine knowledge about World War II by creating a memorial to different groups who suffered as a result of the war. 

Immediately prior to the introduction of this experience, eighth grade English students were given the choice of reading, The Diary of Anne Frank, Farewell to Manzanar, Hiroshima or The Devil's Arithmetic. Students will draw upon information learned from their readings and class discussions, plus added research, to complete the assignment.

 Connection to Standards

 ELA Standard 1: Read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding

Organization and use of information 

· Students will extract relevant information from a variety of sources, including print and electronic references 

· Students will interpret and analyze information 

· Students will compare and synthesize information from different sources 

· Students will document all sources according to MLA guidelines

· Application and use of information 

· Students will design a memorial, which meets the criteria set by the class and teachers.

 

Essential Question

How can knowledge of history and the use of memorials help us to not repeat the mistakes of history?

Content Knowledge

 Declarative, Procedural

	PRIVATE
Declarative:
	Procedural:

	Students will know that:
	Students will:

	The Holocaust occurred during World War II.
	Be able to use a variety of resources including the internet, print and video resources for research.

	Concentration Camps were created to separate European Jews and others from the general population. They were originally used as work camps, but many ultimately became "death camps."
	Learn how to distinguish legitimate web sources using set criteria.

	The Atomic Bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.
	Document information using MLA-based format provided in class.

	Japanese-Americans were placed in internment camps in the United States.
	Utilize "book marked" websites, using backflip.com and IE Favorites .

	Memorials are created to honor, commemorate and educate others.
	Determine criteria for a good memorial, and construct an effective memorial based on the criteria. 


 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)

Day 1 - 

· Introduce project. Start with the quote, "Those who do not study history are doomed to repeat it." 

· Have the class discuss this quote and relate it to what they have learned from their readings about of World War II, the Holocaust, internment camps and the atomic bomb. 

· Have students try to define "memorial". Ask, "What makes a good memorial? 

· Record student observations on chart paper. 

· Show a clip form the video, "In Memory of Millions, the Holocaust Museum." Ask students to record at least two ideas from the video that help define what an effective memorial accomplishes. 

· With the original student input about memorials, and the ideas gathered from the video, set the class criteria for an effective memorial, which will be used as part of the rubric for evaluation of the project. 

· Assignment: ask students to watch the news, read the newspaper, and/or talk to parents or others for examples of memorials. (This lesson was timed at the same time as the Columbine anniversary, and the dedication of the Oklahoma City bombing).

 Day 2 -

· Students will be given the task to create a memorial of one of the "groups" who suffered during World War II. Students may work alone or with other students in the class who have read the same novel.  

· Students will be shown how to book mark sites using Internet Explorer Favorites and how to use "Backflip.com" to find sources that have been pre-selected by the Library Media Specialist on the following topics:

                The Holocaust


                Japanese Internment Camps

                Hiroshima or Nagasaki

                Anne Frank

· Students will be instructed on how to tell if a website is legitimate and has authority. 

· Who is responsible for the website? What are the credentials or affiliation? Is the author's email address available for questions? 

· What was the most recent update to the page? 

· Where did the originator get the materials? 

· Are sources credited on the page? 

· Does the information appear to be accurate? 

· Is there a bias or point of view? 

· Are there links to other sites?

Day 3 and Day 4 - 

· Students will be given two class periods (40minutes) to use the media center to locate materials. 

· Students will be reminded to document all sources. 

· Day 4 will begin with a quick checklist of what elements must be present in the memorial to be created. Students will be provided with a typed copy. 

Day 5 -

· Students will cut, glue and create their memorial. The teacher will provide some materials. Students are encouraged to provide the extra items.

Day 6 - 

· Students will finish their memorials and will prepare to present the memorial to the class. 

Day 7 - 

· As the students finish presenting their memorials they will be asked to reflect on the quote, "Those who do not study history are doomed to repeat it." Students will be assigned an essay of reflection.   Memorials will be hung in the school district's boardroom for a two-week display period.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

Classes will meet in the school media center for the first four days of this unit. Internet access, PowerPoint and research materials will be made available. Planning time will be required for the English Language Arts teacher and the Media Specialist prior to this learning experience

.

TIME REQUIRED

This learning experience will encompass seven classes of 40 minutes each. An eighth day may be provided for the reflection essay or this may be assigned for homework.

RESOURCES
 Introductory Video 

The Holocaust: In Memory of Millions. Prod. Randy Goldman. Video Cassette. Discovery Channel, Discovery Communications, Inc, 1994.

 Websites and Suggested Search Terms

The Holocaust: 

"Concentration Camps"

+"Concentration Camps" +Holocaust

+Holocaust +Germany

+"Concentration Camps" +pictures (or +images)

The History Place: World War Two in Europe. Online timeline with photos and text. Includes some Japanese internment camps on the timeline, with hyperlinks.

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm
The United States Holocaust Museum. Map of the museum, plus explanation of exhibits.

http://www.ushmm.org/
 "The Jewish Student Online Resource Center." The American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise. A web page pointing to individual concentration camps in Europe in WWII.

http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Holocaust/cc.html
Anne Frank

"Anne Frank"

+"Anne Frank" +"World War Two" or "World War II"

Anne Frank Page: Her Life and Times

http://www.annefrank.com/
 The Anne Frank Home Page

http://www.annefrank.nl/
Anne Frank, Frankfurt, Germany: 1929 - 1933. A photo album of the Frank family before the war.

http://www.annefrank.com/anne/story/story01.html
 Japanese-American Internment Camps

+Japanese +"internment camps"

+"Internment camps" + "World War Two" 

PBS Special: Children of the Internment Camps: The Documentary

http://www.children-of-the-camps.org/
Japanese-Americans Internment Camps During World War II
From the Special Collections Department, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah, 
and Private Collections.

http://www.lib.utah.edu/spc/photo/9066/9066.htm
Japanese Internment Camps. Includes pictures and layouts of the internment camps.

http://www.uwec.edu/Academic/Geography/Ivogeler/w188/j4.htm
...A to Z Japanese-American Internment Camps with an overview glossary of related terms and lists of camps. Links to a wealth of information, including data and pictures about each camp.
http://history1900s.about.com/homework/history1900s/msub111.htm
 Hiroshima / Nagasaki 

+Hiroshima + "atomic bomb"

+Hiroshima +Nagasaki

"Enola Gay"

"The Day the Earth Shook." Disasters: Hiroshima and the Atomic Bomb. Includes text, pictures, and a quick time downloadable video of the first few days after the bomb dropped.

http://www.boisestate.edu/history/ncasner/hy210/hirosima.htm
No More Nuclear Weapons. A site with great pictures, but no documentation, statement of responsibility, or date. Interesting, but use with care.

http://www.ettnet.se/~stefan-a/hiroshima/atomeng4.htm
Terror of the Atomic Bomb: Nagasaki -- Hiroshima. Not for the faint-of -heart, these images of atomic bomb victims are difficult to view, but certainly show the reality of the bombing. Again, no documentation, but there is an email address for the author of the site.
http://www.mctv.ne.jp/~bigapple/
Atomic Bomb: Decision. Documents on the decision to use atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, plus pictures and eyewitness accounts.

http://www.dannen.com/decision/
 

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)

Student Assignment Sheet

A. Project or Presentation:

Task: To extend and refine knowledge of World War II events by creating a memorial for the people who suffered during this war.

Based on the novel you have read, you will select a group of people who suffered as a result of World War II. Your memorial must have all of the elements listed in class. (Be sure you have taken good notes or have checked the chart paper for our criteria.) 

Step 1 - identify the group of people (Japanese-Americans who were placed in internment camps, European Jews who were systematically killed by the Nazis, Citizens of Hiroshima when the bomb was dropped, etc.)

Step 2 - gather photos, information, testimony, artifacts (can be photocopies), poetry (can be your own) etc. to create your memorial. Note: it is best to "over" collect materials so that you have the ability to edit your work.

Step 3 - BE SURE TO DOCUMENT all of your resources. 

Step 4 - design your memorial. You may want to consider a theme for your memorial. Your may create a three dimensional encasement for your memorial. Your project cannot be larger than 6' X 3' X3' and must be at least 3' X 4'. You may prepare a PowerPoint presentation. You may work with other students who have read the same novel as you. Be creative in the way that you display your information. Remember that your purpose is to teach and present an emotional display so that others will not "repeat" this history.

Your obstacles: Time and materials. You will be given four class periods to research and gather materials. You will have three class periods to produce and present your memorial. Markers, glue, construction paper and computers will be available. You may want to bring in cardboard, fabric, wallpaper, Styrofoam and other items to enhance your project. Also, you may work on this project at home.

Project Rubric as Designed with input by 8th Grade English Language Arts Students
Name_____________________ Project topic_____________________
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	A
	B
	C
	D

	Appeal

 

Graphics

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Power

Point

 

 

Neatness
	Emotionally and visually engaging

Intentional and thoughtful use of color or black and white to enhance understanding

Effective use of photos and illustrations to enhance presentation

 

Excellent use of at least four PP elements: sound, transitions, visuals and text 

Flawlessly neat
	Somewhat emotionally and visually engaging

Intentional use of color or black and white to enhance understanding

Use of photos or illustrations to enhance presentation

 

 

Appropriate use of at least three PP elements: sound / pictures, text/transitions 

 

Neat
	Missing visual or emotional elements

 

Somewhat ineffective or inappropriate use of color 

Somewhat ineffective use of illustrations to enhance presentation

 

 

Somewhat inappropriate use of sound or pictures or transitions or text

 

Somewhat neat
	No visual or emotional engagement

Little or no thought given to use of color or visual theme

Poor use of photos or illustrations

 

 

 

 

Use of sound, transitions, and content not related to presentation

 

Sloppy or messy, inattention to detail

	Organiza-tion
	Logical presentation
	Somewhat logical presentation with few gaps in information
	Information present, but scattered
	Hard to follow information in presentation

	Content
	Appropriate amount of information

 

Includes 7-8 accurate details or facts

All details based on fact, not opinion
	A bit too much / not quite enough information

 

Includes 5-6 accurate details or facts

At least 5 details based on fact, not opinion
	A bit too much / not quite enough information

 

Includes 4-5 accurate details or facts; facts are underdeveloped or not supported

At least 3 details are based on fact, not opinion
	Totally off topic or does not meet project requirements

 

2-3 or fewer accurate details, underdeveloped and not supported.

Bias or opinion evident


B. Reflective Essay

Write an essay (1 1/2 page minimum) for Mrs. Dinneen and Mrs. Schiedo to read. Please reflect on your World War II memorial. We would like to know what you feel you learned during this experience. Respond to all areas of learning that you feel you touched upon. For example, did you learn something new about the use of the computer (Backflip), documentation of sources, how to tell reputable sites, etc.? Also, respond to how you selected your project's format. Did you brainstorm with other people in your group? Did you work alone? If you did group work how did you divide the tasks? Do you feel that everyone in the group contributed equally? What improvements do you wish you could make? What was the most difficult part of this project?

During the presentation of the memorials, did you learn new information about World War II? What specifically? Do you feel that you have educated and reminded others so that history will not repeat itself? Do you feel that you have participated in being a good "world citizen"? How? Please comment on the quote we started with, "Those who do not study history are doomed to repeat it."

***Please feel free to reflect on anything not asked above. This reflection should be meaningful to you and helpful to Mrs. Dinneen and Mrs. Schiedo

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)

REFLECTION

This learning experience refines knowledge of events that occurred during World War II. Students were made aware of the many cruelties of this war. Students were able to expand their knowledge of the novel previously read in the English Language Arts class. In addition, students became aware of information found in the other novels that were available during the previous reading unit.

This learning experience allowed students to expand their use of computer technology. Students were able to research in the media center through a variety of sources. Students were taught the importance of documenting a resource as well as how to correctly write their work cites. 

Students were able to challenge themselves by the presentation of their information. Some students chose the challenge of creating a PowerPoint presentation. Others used creative and critical thinking skills to create a three dimensional memorial. 

 

