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OVERVIEW
This learning unit is based upon the book Journey by Patricia MacLachlan.  It will be used in an after school program of third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  The novel will be read orally to the students as a group with the unit to follow.  This unit is designed to give the students enrichment activities that focus on the book and related concepts.
 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 The students will know and/or understand that our families depend on photographs for memories.
	The students will use a variety of cameras to take pictures.

	The students will know and/or understand that photographs provide a history of events for families.
	The students will assemble an album of their photos.


ESSENTIAL QUESTION
 How does technology enable us to establish a pictorial history of our lives?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


 MST Standard 2: Information Systems

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Key Idea 1:

Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Performance Indicator:

Students use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information in different forms using text, tables, pictures, and sound.

Social Studies Standard 2: World History

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.

Key Idea 4:

The skills of historical analysis include the ability to investigate differing and competing interpretations of the theories of history, hypothesize about why interpretations change over time, explain the importance of historical evidence, and understand the concepts of change and continuity over time.

Performance Indicator:

Students will view historic events through the eyes of those who were there, as shown in their art, writings, music, and artifacts.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Initiating activity

Day 1: The art teacher will make a presentation about photography.

We will visit the school’s dark room. The students will learn its function and simple steps in its use.

Introduce Journey.  Read Chapter 1.

Request the students bring in a baby picture of themselves and a family photo.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES


Day 2: Camera use (1 hour)

Materials: different types of cameras, film, disks, computer, printer, paper

Read Chapter 2

The teacher will give a lesson on the use of the digital camera and how to load the computer and print the pictures. Also, discuss the simpler, single-use cameras, Polaroid’s, 35mms. 

Day 3: Memory Box

Materials: cardboard box, supplies to decorate box

Read Chapter 3

Students will decorate the Memory Box. As the story is read the students will make lists of items that could be placed in the memory box.  At the end, we will have a scavenger hunt of these items and place the objects in the box.

The students will tell why each is significant to the story.

Day 4: Practice makes perfect

Materials: cameras

Read Chapter 4

Students will practice using the cameras to become familiar with the equipment.

Day 5: Make a Collage

Materials: magazines, poster paper, glue, scissors.

Read Chapter 5

The students will make a collage of pictures that will represent themselves and their interests.

Day 6: Cabin Fever

Materials: Game board, dice, playing pieces

Read Chapter 6

Discuss with the students what it means to have cabin fever.  Students play game.

Day 7: Similes

Materials: Copies of similes from the book

Read Chapter 7

Students will chose two similes and illustrate them.

Day 8: Flummoxed

Materials: cut up pictures (from practice day), small puzzles

Read Chapter  8

Have students attempt to reconstruct the cut up pictures.  After each attempt have them combine their pieces with another student’s to make the task more difficult.  Do the same with the small puzzles.

Day 9: Who’s Who?

Materials: Display board, baby photos

Read Chapter 9

The students will have a contest to see who can identify the most baby photos of their schoolmates. Prizes will be awarded for the three best answer sheets.

Day 10: Poetry Corner

Materials: Copies of poem from the story, paper, pencil

Read Chapter 10

Students will compose a piece of poetry based on the ABCB pattern. Share the poems.

Refining and Extending activity

Day 11: Picture Day

Materials: Cameras, computer, printer

Read Chapter 11 & 12

Students begin taking their photographs for their album.
CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


Day 12:  Culminating Performance

Materials:  Book binding machine, paper, glue, scissors

Read Chapter 13

Students will compose their albums, putting in their collection of photographs. Captions will be added.

 

ASSESSMENT PLAN


My Family History

	
	Photographs
	Family History
	Album

	Fantastic Photographer
	8-10 clear photos

Proper procedure used
	Organized representation of family.

Variety of interests & personally, historically relevant
	Neat, organized

Creative cover

Optional captions



	Fair Photographer
	5-8 clear photos

Proper procedure with assistance
	Family included

Interests included

Relevant for a personal historical document
	Some organization

Acceptable cover

	Faint Photographer
	Minimum of 5 photos

Needed much help
	Lacking historical relevance or importance
	Lacking organization

Cover needs work


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Students will need basic computer skills and printer usage.

Students will need basic English usage and grammar skills.
 

MODIFICATIONS
  This experience will be used with an after school program of third, fourth, and fifth grade students. The attendance may vary from day to day, but should not affect the overall project.

This project includes activities designed to incorporate the abilities of a range of students. Cooperative pairs and grouping will assist in the learning process. Due to the nature of this after school program, and not having a learning resource person available, we rely on the staff and the groups for any additional help for labeled students. Students will self assess on the final project. Students will be given opportunities for creativity, along with problem solving and decision-making.
 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
Planning time for this unit involved about three hours for acquiring materials and setting up equipment, also, to design the rubric.

Implementing time for this unit will take twelve days, for one hour per day.

Day 1 – 1 hour                         Day 7 – 1 hour

Day 2 – 1 hour                         Day 8 – 1 hour 

Day 3 – 1 hour                         Day 9 – 1 hour

Day 4 – 1 hour                         Day 10 – 1 hour

Day 5  - 1 hour                         Day 11 – 1 hour

Day 6 – 1 hour                         Day 12 – 1 hour

Assessing this unit will take about ten minutes for the completion of the rubric.

TECHNOLOGY USE / RESOURCES
1. Teacher

· Provides computers with printing capabilities

· Digital cameras

· Single-use cameras, Polaroid, 35mm camera

· Copy of  Journey  by Patricia MacLachlan, ISBN 0-385-30427-7

· Cardboard box

· Office supplies

· Small puzzles

· Book binder
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