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OVERVIEW
 Cultural, political and social influences can shape an artists expression.  To understand why a particular artist creates in a certain manner, one needs to explore environmental influences.  Students will assume the role of an investigative reporter and research an artist and the world in which they worked, in preparation for the creation of a 2-page newspaper using MS Publisher.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will know the steps in writing an art criticism.
	Students will effectively use research techniques in print and electronic media.

	Students will know the components of writing in a journalistic style.
	Students will apply critical analysis to works of art through their writing.



	Students will know how to use a graphic organizer.
	Students will be able to import graphics and use templates in MS Publisher.

	Students will know how to use basic word processing programs.
	

	Students will understand how the environment shapes one's personal style of creation in art.
	 

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How has the artist's environment shaped his or her creative expression?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
The following standards are addressed in this learning unit:

Visual Arts - Commencement Level General


Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources. Students will know and use a variety of materials, techniques and processes.  Students will know about resources and use appropriate materials (Art reproductions, print materials, and electronic media).

· Students will use computer and electronic media to express visual ideas.

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art. Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and thought.

· Students will use the language of art criticism in writing their own critical responses to works of art.

· Explain the visual and other sensory qualities in art and nature and their relation to the social environment.

· Analyze and interpret the ways in which political, social, religious and psychological concepts and themes have been explored in visual art.

Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions to the Arts.  Student will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present society.

*Students will analyze works from diverse world cultures and discuss the ideas, issues and events of the culture that these works convey.

ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding.  Students will listen, speak, read and write for understanding.

· As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, ideas; discover relationships, concepts and generalizations;and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts

· As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply and transmit information.

ELA Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation. Students will listen, speak, read and write for critical analysis and evaluation.
· As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present from a variety of perspectives, their opinions, and judgements on experiences, ideas information and issues.

MST Standard 2: Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.
 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Using Picassos "Guernica" and a copy of the 1937 account of the bombing of that village in Spain, the initiating activity focuses on developing empathy and an understanding of how world events shaped an artistic response.

Begin by reading to the class the historical account, and ask them to close their eyes as they listen, to focus on the description of the event.  Discuss what kind of feelings these people might have had in the community. Lead into a discussion of the impact that might be felt in our own community, if such an event were to happen here. What would be a comparable scenario for us?

Show the print and discuss Picasso's style o f working, using grayed tones and symbolic imagery.  Why was this style of working effective in communicating universal fears? How has the artist used his reaction to the bombing in such a way as to explore the impact on the community in his native land?

Ask students to draw an imaginary destruction of their town - as artists who have experienced the event first hand, or as a reaction to an article reporting the event. How will you communicate the emotional aspects of such a horrific event? What media might you use? 

As a result of this activity, students will then be given their "Press Pass" in the form of a graphic organizer, making them "investigative reporters" who will select an artist to research in preparation for their newspaper creation. Artists may be selected as a result of a choice of a period of time, or the artist alone.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1. Students will use their "Press Pass" graphic organizer to research information on their selected artists meeting the following categories for the creation of their newspaper account entitled " The Life and Times of………..".

a. Artists Biography - written in an obituary format.

b. Selection of 3 important works you like, creating a mini collection.

c. An article on a significant world event that influenced a work in the collection.

d. An article on major museum that has a significant collection of this artists' work.

e. Related artists working at the same time, in a related or unrelated style.

f. A famous quotation by the artist.

g. A critical review of a work of art that exemplifies a social/political influence.

h. 3 websites with works by their artist.

As reporters, they must be certain to cite sources and conduct research accurately for their stories to be accurate.

2. Once an artist has been selected to "interview", a meeting with the editor (teacher) and all the reporters is planned for instruction in available resources (print and electronic searching) in the library prior to starting to work on the graphic organizer.

3. Record information using graphic organizer and write drafts of articles.

4. Upon completion of the graphic organizer, students will review basic word processing skills, saving graphics as GIF/JPEG to folders, and writing drafts of the various articles to be saved in student folders or on disks

5. Via use of computer lab or in the library, with the LCD projector, instruction will be given in us of Publisher and the template wizard. Students will create a page, based on an given experience sample, to reinforce and practice skills in changing fonts, color, enlargement, reduction, importing images and text in preparation for creation of their own newspaper.

6. Students will work independently to apply skills acquired in the creation of their newspaper. A draft version in black and white will be created for review by the editor, for revisions prior to creation of color piece. Students will work in pairs (pair-share) to critique each other's drafts prior to submission to the editor.
.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

You have been hired as a reporter and your first assignment is to conduct a fact-finding interview with the artist_______________.  Using MS Publisher, your task will be to create a series of articles with graphics to be published in the form of a 2-page newspaper.  The proof edition will be printed in black and white prior to submission to your editor.  Upon approval, the final edition will be printed in color and content evaluated with a rubric.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1. Basic word processing skills.

2. Understanding of basic journalistic writing styles.

3. How to import images from the internet/clip art.

4. How to write a 4 step art criticism.

5. Knowledge of emotional impact of color and basic color schemes, and use of balance and emphasis in a work of art.

6. How to use a graphic organizer.

 

MODIFICATIONS
1. Use of a scanner for students who do not have access to the Internet.

2. Resource and Title 1 students will have the option of working with these teachers during the writing process. The amount of writing may be reduced according to needs of students.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
1. Initiating activity - one block.

2. Learning Experiences 1 - 2: 1 block. 

3. Learning Experience 3: 2 blocks. Students will be encouraged to work outside of class on the research.

4. Learning Experience 4: 1 block. Students will be encouraged to work outside of class.

5. Learning Experience 5: 1 Block.

6. Learning Experience 6: 1 Block.

7. Culminating Experience/Evaluation: 1 Block

Total number of 84-minute blocks: 8 blocks.
TECHNOLOGY USE

1. Use of computers with Internet access.

2. Use of computers with MS Word and Publisher.

3. Access to graphic organizer template.

4.    Use of scanners (if needed).

 
Scoring Guidelines for

"The Life And Times Of…."

Name: ________________ Topic: _______________

All Required

Writing Section
1. Biography________

2. World Event

Article____________

3. Related

Artists____________

4. Famous

Quotation_________

5. Critical

Review of

Artwork___________

6. Web Site

Collection_________

TOTAL____________     X  3=______________ points

Graphics

Section



1. Mini

Collection_________

2. General

Imagery___________

TOTAL_____________      X  2=______________points

Technology

Use Section

1. Use of

Publisher

Program___________

TOTAL_____________        X 2=______________points

Graphic

Organizer 

Use


1. Use of




    Organizer___________




     TOTAL______________       X 1 =_____________points







Project Score________________

