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OVERVIEW
 
Students in Pre-Kindergarten will begin to learn to discriminate sounds at the beginning of words.  Each student will be able to isolate the sound at the beginning of his/her name, and find other words that begin with the same sound, as well as tell words that do not begin with the same sound.  Some students will be able to do this with classmates’ names as well.


During the unit, students will complete a class book, which will include one page about each student.  In addition, each child will receive a black and white copy of the class book to take home and read.


The unit will take about 7 days to complete and will be done in April of Pre-K.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	The student knows that:
	The student knows how to:

	 Letters have names AND sounds.
	 Say the sound s/he hears at the beginning of his/her name.

	 Different letters make different sounds.
	 Pick from a group some other words that begin with the same sound as the first sound in his/her name.

	 The letter(s) at the beginning of a word makes the sound you hear first.
	 Tell some words that do NOT begin with the same sound as the first sound in his/her name.


ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What do you hear?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology 

Standard 2: Information Systems:

 Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate  technologies.

Key Idea 1:

Information Systems: information technology is used to retrieve, process and communicate information in different forms using text, tables, and sound.

Elementary Performance Indicators: Students will use a variety of equipment and software to enter, process, display and communicate information in different forms using text, tables, pictures and sound.

           English Language Arts 
Standard #1:

 Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.
Key Idea 1:

Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Elementary Performance Indicators: Students will make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Launch:  Students will complete the following List-Group-Label activity.


Individually, teacher will show each student a card on which the student’s name is printed.  Teacher and student will go over each letter in student’s name and make certain that each student can point to the first letter and know its name.


Teacher will read, at storytime, the big book, Rhyming Around the Alphabet, by Jill Cutting (ISBN: 0-7802-3799-4).  This book contains a page for every letter of the alphabet with bold, colorful pictures of things that begin with each letter.  Students will be asked to stand when teacher reads the page that has the first letter of their names.  Some students will need assistance.


Students have been asked to bring in from home 2 items that begin with the same sound as their first names.  These will be put on display in a random fashion.


As a group, students will be asked to identify (Label) all the objects, and the teacher will write them on a list (List) for the class to see.  Then we will talk about who brought in the items (Group), but at this point we won’t talk about WHY they chose these objects.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Day 1: Refining and Extending:


As a group, students will look at the collection of objects.  One student will show the items s/he brought in.  We will talk about the beginning sound of each student’s name, and the initial sound of the objects s/he brought in. The teacher will then ask (for example) “Why did Cameron bring in a camel and a car?” Using the Refining and Extending process of induction (generalizing and drawing conclusions), students will begin to realize that the student brought in 2 items that start with the same sound as his/ her name.  We will do this with 4 students today.


Working with one student at a time, teacher will call him/her over to look at a collection of 5 objects.  Student will be asked to tell the first letter of his/her name and then we will talk about the sound of that letter, as we look at a copy of the printed upper and lower case letters.  Student will be asked (with teacher assistance) to pick out 3 objects from the collection that begin with the same sound as the first letter of his/her name.  S/he will be asked to tell why s/he did NOT pick out the other objects.

Day 2: 


As a group, we will continue as on Day 1, having 4 more students show the items they brought in. Students will then be given a short demonstration of a digital camera, including instructions in its use.


Individually, students will, with teacher assistance, use the digital camera to take pictures of each other holding the two items they brought to school.


Teacher will print each child’s picture onto a page for the class book.  Interested students will watch as pictures are printed.

Day 3:


As a group, we will continue as on Days 1 and 2, with five more students showing the items they brought to school.


Individually, students will work with teacher as on Day 1, picking out three more objects that begin with the sound of the student’s name, telling why they picked the ones they did and why they left out the others.


Teacher will read the completed class book to the class.

Day 4: Refining and Extending


Teacher will display everyone’s object in random fashion.  Using the Refining and Extending process of classifying (grouping things that are alike into categories), teacher will say, “ Raise your hand if you can tell me something that begins with the same sound you hear at the beginning of (for example) Cameron.” When the question is answered correctly, Cameron is given the item.  Continue in this manner until all items have been discussed.


Teacher will again read the completed book to the class.

Day 5:


Using Internet Explorer, teacher will access the following website:http://www.wneo.org/cybermom/begin.htm.  Working with one student at a time, teacher will help student to find the first letter of his/her name on the alphabetical list.  Student will click the mouse on this letter, which will bring up a page of pictures of things that start with that letter.  Teacher and student will name each picture together, emphasizing the beginning sound of each and the fact that it is the same as the beginning sound of the student’s name.  Teacher will then help student print the page.  When each student has done this, s/he will cut the pictures apart and paste them to a page which has his/her name at the top.  These pages will be displayed.

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)


On Days 6 and 7, students will each receive a black and white copy of the class book.  Each student individually will read the book to the teacher; some students will actually be reading while others will recite it from memory, using the pictures to remind them of the words on the page.


Students, working individually with teacher, will also complete a teacher-made game.  Students will be given laminated pictures of all the students and of each object brought in by the children, displayed in a random fashion.  Students will match the pictures of each child with the objects s/he brought to school, and tell why certain pictures go with certain students (because they begin all begin with the same sound.) Some children will be able to name the beginning sound for each EACH student.

Rubrics


The following two rubrics were used, one for each of the learning standards used in this unit.  They were purposely kept quite simple, in keeping with the age of the children involved.   


Evaluation was ongoing during the implementation of the unit and was based on teacher evaluation.           

Name___________________________     Date_______     Score ____/2

MST#2: Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

BASED ON TEACHER OBSERVATION:

Using a camera:

1. Student listened and followed directions on how to use a camera:

_____yes 



_____no

 2.  After   instruction, student generates a usable photo in 3 tries or less:




  _____yes



_____no      

Scoring:                                    

Score 1 point for each “yes” checked.

Excellent = 2 points


Needs Reteaching = 1 point or less

Name_____________________     Date_________    Score____/6

ELA #1: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

1. Student can tell the first letter of his/her name without assistance.

_____ yes ( 1 pt.) 


_____no ( 0 pts.)

2. Student can tell the sound of the first letter of his/her name without assistance.

_____yes (1 pt.) 


_____no ( 0 pts.)

3. Given a set of 5 pictures, student can pick out 3 pictures that begin with the same sound as his/her name.

3 correct without assistance: 3 pts._____

2 correct without assistance: 2 pts.____

1 correct without assistance: 1 pt._____

3 correct with assistance:      2 pts.____

2 correct with assistance:      1 pt._____

Scoring:

Excellent = 6 points
   Good= 4 or 5 points        Needs reteaching= 3 points or less

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS


This unit has been designed to be taught in April or May of Pre-Kindergarten, when the students have become very familiar with the letters in their names.  It is intended to enlarge and expand on the knowledge that they have gained to this point, in a class where 90% of students can tell the first letters of their names with a good degree of accuracy.


It is expected that students know the meaning of  “first” and “beginning,” and these terms will be reviewed at the beginning of the unit and repeated throughout the week.  


The ability to begin to hear and accurately repeat a sound is also necessary for successful completion of this unit, and this ability can be expanded upon. 
 



MODIFICATIONS

 
This unit has is designed to be taught in a class with a teacher and a full-time aide/assistant, with both working at various times either in small groups or individually with the children.  This unit was completed with a class of 12 heterogeneously-grouped students.  It is a situation where much individual attention can be given if needed.  If this were being taught in a room with one teacher, the time schedule would  have to be modified accordingly, perhaps doing less each day over a longer period of time.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN


In a classroom with a full-time aide/assistant, where the teacher is working on this unit with the children and the aide is involved in other activities with the children, this unit should take about 7 days, with perhaps a day added for making up work for children who have been absent.  Unit activities must be broken into small pieces in keeping with the attention span of this age group.  Activities involving the whole class at once will take about 20 to 25 minutes at a time, and activities with individual students about 10 minutes for each student. 


Planning time for this unit was about 3 days.

Implementation Time:

Launch: 30 minutes total to go over names with every student individually, and 30 minutes of whole-group to read story and discuss objects.

Day 1:
 30 minutes of whole-group time, and 45 minutes total to work with all the students individually.

Day 2:   30 minutes of whole-group time, and 30 minutes for picture-taking.

Day 3:   30 minutes of whole-group time, and 45 minutes total to work with all the students individually.

Day 4:   30 minutes of whole-group time.
Day  5:  60–75 minutes total to work with all the students individually.

Day 6:   45 minutes total to work with all the students individually.

Day 7:   45 minutes total to work with all the student individually.

Assessment Time:

Teacher-created rubrics (MST #2, ELA#1) : 5 minutes each per student.
TECHNOLOGY USE

Technology Used and Resources: 

· Digital Camera

· Computer with internet access

· Computer with color printer

· Book: Rhyming Around the Alphabet , by Jill Cutting (ISBN: 0-7802-3799-4)

· 10 small items matching each initial sound of students’ names (in this case, items were needed for letters A, B, C, G, H, J, L, N, and R.)

· Teacher-made pages for student books

· Teacher-made cards each printed with a child’s name

· Teacher-made papers printed with a child’s name

· Two items from each child that begin with the same sound as each of their names

· Laminated pictures of each child and their items
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