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OVERVIEW

The purpose of this unit is to create meaningful lessons for Upper Elementary students that integrate Language Arts lessons with lessons in world geography and culture.  Some of the 3000+ variants of the Cinderella stories that exist from around the world provide an interesting way to teach language arts skills, as well as world geography and culture.

Activities will be interactive and student centered where the students will have opportunities to apply their knowledge in a variety of interdisciplinary tasks that are appealing and definitive.  This unit should take approximately five weeks of 45 minute periods to complete if all activities are completed.
 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Declarative
Procedural

· Literary Elements of Fairy Tales:

· Necessary characters

· Particular kind of conflict

· Particular kind of challenge

· Powerful intercession from an outside source

· Consequences for prosocial and antisocial behavior

· Compare/Contrast information

· Read and analyze material

· Draw conclusions

· Sort and classify information

· Influence that culture, society and place have upon storytelling

· Location of various countries

· Make judgments

· Vocabulary including:  antagonist, protagonist, theme, setting, character, plot, moral 

· Use descriptive words to create feeling

· Research facts about a country


· Complete Venn diagrams

· Generate crossword puzzles

· Internet search

· Library search

· Character sketch

· Create and add to a class database

· Write a newspaper report

· Oral storytelling

· Creative writing

· Stage a mock Cinderella trial and participate in stating opinions and in finding a verdict in a trial

· Write Compare/Contrast papers

· Power Point Presentation

· Use a thesaurus



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What are the basic elements of all fairy tales?

What roles do fairy tales play in the culture and teaching of societies?

How does the culture in which fairy tales are told affect the story line?
 

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
 
  

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Intermediate - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· Compare and synthesize information from different sources 

· Use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information 

· Understand and use the text features that make information accessible and usable, such as format, sequence, level of diction, and relevance of details. 

Intermediate - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· Produce oral and written reports on topics related to all school subjects 

· Organize information according to an identifiable structure, such as compare/contrast or general to specific 

· Use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· Use Standard English for formal presentations of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

Intermediate - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students:

· Present (in essays, position papers, speeches, and debates) clear analyses of issues, ideas, texts and experiences, supporting their positions with well developed arguments 

· Develop arguments with effective use of details and evidence that reflect a coherent set of criteria (e.g., reporting results of lab experiments to support a hypotheses) 

· Monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations according to the standards for a particular genre (e.g., defining key terms used in a formal debate) 

· Use Standard English, precise vocabulary, and presentational strategies effectively to influence an audience. 

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Intermediate - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· Read and view texts and performances from a wide range of authors, subjects, and genres 

· Understand and identify the distinguishing features of the major genres and use them to aid their interpretation and discussion of literature 

· Identify significant literary elements (including metaphor, symbolism, foreshadowing, dialect, rhyme, meter, irony, climax) and use those elements to interpret the work 

· Recognize different levels of meaning 

· Read aloud with expression, conveying the meaning and mood of a work 

· Evaluate literary merit based on an understanding of the genre and the literary elements. 

Intermediate - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involve presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered. 

Students: 

· Produce interpretations of literary works that identify different levels of meaning and comment on their significance and effect 

· Write stories, poems, literary essays, and plays that observe the conventions of the genre and contain interesting and effective language and voice 

· Use standard English effectively 

Standard 3 - Geography 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live - local, national, and global - including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth's surface. 
Intermediate 
1. Geography can be divided into six essential elements that can be used to analyze important historical, geographic, economic, and environmental questions and issues. These six elements include: the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical settings (including natural resources), human systems, environment and society, and the use of geography. (Adapted from The National Geography Standards, 1994: Geography for Life) 

Students:

· Describe the relationships between people and environments and the connections between people and places. 

Standard 2 - Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 
Intermediate - Information Systems 
1. Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning. 

Students: 

· Use a range of equipment and software to integrate several forms of information in order to create good quality audio, video, graphic, and text-based presentations. 

· Use spreadsheets and database software to collect, process, display, and analyze information. Students access needed information from electronic databases and on-line telecommunication services. 

· Systematically obtain accurate and relevant information pertaining to a particular topic from a range of sources, including local and national media, libraries, museums, governmental agencies, industries, and individuals. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

The teacher will show a video (Three Cinderella Stories is suggested) or read 3 variants of the Cinderella story.  Students will use Venn diagrams to compare and contrast the three stories.  Next, the teacher will lead a discussion about the elements of a fairy tale and give a brief history of the Cinderella story.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Lesson 1

Concept:  Vocabulary including:

Antagonist, protagonist, plot, theme, character, customs, moral, personification, setting
· Deduction

· Computer generated crossword puzzles made by students

· Fill in the blank

· Flash cards

Lesson 2

Concept:  To become familiar with variants of Cinderella stories and to use a database to display information in an organized systematic fashion.  To sort and classify information.


· Internet search

· Library sources

· Students will add to the class database set up on Excel that will include the following:  title, country of origin, setting, protagonist(s), antagonist(s), magical force, personified animals or objects, outcome

· Students will sort information

· Students will choose two of the variants of the story that they want to read and use for future activities



Lesson 3

Concept:  Map skills
· Teacher will provide a world map on a bulletin board.  Students will write the name of a Cinderella story from their database information along with the country the story originates in on 3x5 cards and locate the country.  They will use yarn to link the card and the country on the bulletin board

· Teacher will lead an informal discussion about the location of the various countries

Lesson 4

Concept:  Independent reading/ comparing/ contrasting the elements of stories
· Students will read the 2 variants of the Cinderella stories that they chose.  

· Students will write a 2-3 paragraph paper to compare and contrast the elements of the two stories

Lesson 5

Concept:  Identifying adjectives and changing them to improve writing
· Students will choose 10 adjectives from one of their Cinderella stories

· After making a list of those adjectives, students will practice using the thesaurus to identify and add other interesting describing synonyms to their list

Lesson 6

Concept:  Oral retelling of a story


· Students will choose one of their stories and will practice retelling it with expression and accuracy

· Students will retell their story to small groups of younger students



Lesson 7

Concept:  Character Study
· Students will write three paragraphs about a main character in the story to indicate understanding of the character and incorporating relevant details from the story

Lesson 8
Concept:  Point of View


· Students will write a variant of the Cinderella story based upon another of the character’s point of view (examples include:  the prince, the antagonist, the rat, etc.)

· 

Lesson 9

Concept:  Making Judgments
· Students will participate in a mock trial in which Cinderella sues her stepmother for back pay.  The trial will leave the verdict to the students who will write opinions similar to those that might be made in the Supreme Court.  Decisions will be read in class and a final determination will be made.

Script:  www.aba.com


Lesson 10

Concept:  Writing a report with a "who-what-when-where-why" format
· Students will create a newspaper page on the computer using Microsoft Publisher

Lesson 11
Concept:  Instruction in the use of Power Point
· Teacher will use direct instruction to assure understanding of the use of power point

· Teacher will use the computer and LCD projector if it is available

PROCEDURAL KNOWLEDGE
What Procedural Knowledge will students be in the process of acquiring and integrating?

As a result of this unit, students will be able to:
What will be done to help students construct models, shape and internalize knowledge?
Describe what will be done:

Utilize internet and library Skills
Modeling

List requirements

Informal Observation and assessment
Student will search the internet and use library sources to list and acquire as many variants of Cinderella stories as they can find.

Create and add to a database; sort and classify information


Summarizing/use of key words

Informal Assessment
Students will use a database on Excel and will identify title, country of origin, setting, characters, magical force, personified animals or objects and outcomes of chosen stories.

They will sort data by country or story elements.

Locate and identify places on a world map and, by looking at the map, decide what influences place and climate might have upon culture 
Discussion

Informal Assessment
Students will write titles of Cinderella stories and countries of origin on 3 x 5 cards, locate the particular country on the world map, and link the card to the map with yarn.

Teacher will follow up with a class discussion in which he/she asks questions to determine students’ knowledge of countries, continents, and climate.  The teacher will elicit responses that show that students know how climate and location have an effect upon the culture of people.

Compare/contrast
Rubric for on demand writing tasks
Students will write two paragraphs comparing the two Cinderella stories read.

Choose interesting descriptive words
Modeling use of reference tools

Informal Assessment
Students will find 10 adjectives from one of their Cinderella stories and will use a thesaurus to find interesting and appropriate synonyms that can be used in place of them.

Make an Oral Presentation
Modeling/list requirements of good storytelling
Pairs of students will study the Cinderella story of their choice and will create an original way to present it orally to a small group of younger students.  They will tell the story as if they are the Cinderella character.

Write from a perspective:  Point of View
Graphic Organizers 

Rubric for on demand writing tasks
Students will write an account of the events that took place in the classic Cinderella story from the point of view of another character in the story.

Draw conclusions
Discussion

Interpretation

Fact/Opinion

Rubric for on demand writing tasks
Students will take part in the Mock Trial of Cinderella vs. Padre Mia Tremaine, that leaves the verdict to them. Students will submit individual written opinions at the end of the trial as to what they think the verdict should be and why.  As in the Supreme Court, the opinions will be read aloud and the final verdict will be based upon majority “rule”.

Write a character sketch
Discussion

Interpretation

Rubric for on demand writing tasks
After an oral class discussion of characterization, students will write a three-paragraph character study indicating an understanding of a main character and using relevant details from the story.

Write a newspaper report
Review of the 5-w’s of newspaper reporting

Examination of the set up of a newspaper

Rubric
Students will set up and create the front page of a newspaper including an article about the marriage of Cinderella and the trial of her stepmother.  They will also use their creativity to include other elements of their choice such as ads, obituaries, weather, comics, etc.

.

 

Use Power Point
Modeling

Following directions

Informal assessment
The teacher will use the computer and LCD projector to model steps in the use of Power Point.  She may also hand out instructional sheets.

Students will practice using Power Point.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE

The purpose of this culminating experience is to allow students to use what they have learned about storytelling and the Power Point computer program.

The teacher will have previously divided the class into heterogeneous pairs of 2 students for storytelling.  The same pairs of students, using their knowledge of the Internet and Power Point, will create a ten slide Power Point presentation about the country of origin of their chosen Cinderella story.  They will title their presentation “10 Fascinating Facts and Places in (country)”.  Their Power Point display should include word boxes, test boxes and Internet or scanned pictures.  The teacher will provide a Power Point slide planner sheet and Rubrics that the students will be assessed on. 

The teacher will continually monitor the groups, providing guidance and making sure that the groups remain on task.

When students are finished, they will retell their Cinderella stories to the class and present their slide show using an LCD projector.  At that time, the teacher will assess the groups’ presentations with the rubrics given.

This learning experience will take about 5 class periods (assumed to be about 45 minutes each) to complete.  The teacher must invest time showing the students how to create a Power Point presentation first if students do not have previous knowledge about this program.

 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Library skills

· Internet experience

· Ability to work in cooperative groups

· Use of graphic organizers

· Previous instruction in Word Processing

· Previous instruction in use of Excel

· Previous instruction in use of Microsoft Publisher and/or Microsoft Word

 

MODIFICATIONS
· Extended time

· Word processing skills

· Spell check/grammar check

· Resource Room teachers

· Heterogeneous groups

· Assessment requirements modified if necessary

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit may take as long as five weeks of 45 minute periods to complete if all activities are completed.

TECHNOLOGY USE
· Availability of computers and Internet Access

· Use of LCD projector

· Use of scanner (optional)

· Use of digital camera (optional)

RUBRIC FOR ON-DEMAND WRITING TASKS

Description of Task ___________________________________________________




      ___________________________________________________

TASK
Fulfills the requirements of the task.

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
Develops relevant ideas and events clearly and fully.  Uses details and examples to support ideas and clarify information.

ORGANIZATION
Organizes information logically.  Uses appropriate transitions to sequence ideas.  Includes and effective introduction and ending.

MECHANICS
Makes few errors in basic language conventions.


4 -  Expert
  
      All key elements are well developed.


3 -  Practicioner      The key elements are adequately developed.

2 -  Apprentice
The writing conveys meaning, although some or all key elements are partially developed.  Errors do not interfere with the reader’s ability to understand the text.   

1 -   Novice
No key elements are developed, or errors interfere with the reader’s ability to understand the text.  

RUBRIC

CINDERELLA STORY

4 - EXPERT
Student has a well-organized and interesting writing style.

Student uses abundant detail and appropriate and interesting vocabulary.

Style and tone are evident and add greatly to the writing.

Student may experiment with literary techniques.

Work is well edited.

3 - PRACTICIONER
Student’s work is clear and well organized.  

Student uses good details and an appropriate style and tone.

Student is able to revise his/her writing.

2 - APPRENTICE
Student has a simple writing style.

Student begins to use details but they may be stereotypical or rambling.

Student needs support to review and rewrite.

1 - NOVICE
Student’s work does not have logical flow.

Minimal detail and the story may not have a logical beginning, middle or end.

Student does not use details and needs support to write and edit.

NEWSPAPER PROJECT

NAME ___________________________________

4 - EXPERT
All assigned elements are included and the page is set up in newspaper format. 

Student included the 5-W’s in articles and used abundant detail.

Style and tone are evident and add greatly to the writing.  Student may experiment with literary techniques.

Student added the suggested “extras”* to his/her own project.

Student self-edited the paper and there are few or no errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar.



3 - PRACTICIONER
All assigned elements are included and the page is set up in newspaper format.

Student included the 5-W’s and added some interesting details.

Student added the suggested “extras”* to his/her project.

Student is able to review and revise his/her own project.

2 - APPRENTICE
Assigned elements are included but are written in a simple style with few interesting details.

Page may not be set up in newspaper format.

Student attempted to include the 5-W’s, but may have missed some or written them unclearly.

Student added few “extras”* to the project.

Student needs support to review and rewrite his/her work.

1 - NOVICE
Assigned elements are missing.

Page may not be set up correctly.

5-W’s are not evident and details are lacking.

Student did not make an attempt to add “extras”* to the page.

Student needs support to write and edit.



*   “Extras” include comics, obituaries, weather reports, ads, or any other creative ideas that students may have included

Power Point Project

NAME ________________________________________


COMPLETENESS
APPROPRIATENESS
FORMAT/

ORGANIZATION
GROUP WORK

4
All 10 pages are completed.


All pictures are appropriate and interesting.  Text and word boxes are included and are written in an interesting way.
No errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
The pair of students worked well together and shared work equally.

3
8 – 9 pages are completed.
Most pictures are appropriate.  Text and word boxes are included.
Few (2-3) errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar.
The pair of students worked together.  One student may have taken the lead in doing the work.

2
5 – 7 pages are completed.
Pictures are generally appropriate, but may not be carefully chosen to elicit interest from the audience.  Text and word boxes may be incomplete, but students attempted to do them.
Some errors (4-5) in spelling, punctuation or grammar.
The pair of students worked together but it may be evident that one did not share equally in doing the work.

1
Less than 5 pages are completed.
Few pictures are appropriate.  Text and word boxes may not be completed.
Many errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar.
Students had difficulty working together or made little effort to complete the project.

Comments: _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

STORY TELLING RUBRIC

Student _____________________________________

Fairy Tale ___________________________________

MASTER STORY TELLER

                    3


· Student speaks clearly and audibly all of the time

· Student stands erect and maintains eye contact with audience

· Student speaks from the point of view of the character he/she has chosen

· Student speaks with expression and adds description and detail

· Student engages the audience

APPRENTICE STORY TELLER

                     2
· Student speaks clearly and audibly most of the time

· Student stands erect and makes eye contact most of the time

· Student generally speaks from the point of view of the character he/she has chosen, but may lapse into other voices

· Student attempts to speak with expression and adds some detail

·  Audience can follow the story

NOVICE STORY TELLER

                     1
· Speaks audibly some of the time

· Fidgets; rarely stands erect or makes eye contact.  May be pauses or use of “uh” or “um”

· Student may tell the story without choosing a specific point of view

· Student speaks without much expression

· Story may be hard to follow
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There are hundreds of Cinderella variant stories in print.  They are easy to find in libraries.  For lists of books:

http://www.acs.ucalgrary.ca/~dkbrown/cinderella.html
RESOURCE BOOKS

The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales, by Bruno Bettelheim, Knoph, 1976.

The Cinderella Story, by Neil Phillip, Penguin Books, 1989.

Cinderella, by Judy Spears, Oryx Press, 1992.

VIDEO
Three Cinderellas
