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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

This experience is intended as a review lesson to be taught at the end of a unit on the first years of the U.S. under the U.S. Constitution.  It is intended to deepen the student's understanding of the political issues of that time period and their understanding of politics in general.  Finally this experience gives the student a chance to express themselves through both words and visuals.

Connection to Standards

This learning experience is directly connected to NYS's social studies standards 1 and 5.  It is also connected to NYS's  ELA standards 1 and 4.          .

Social Studies Standard 1:   History of the United States


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

Social Studies Standard  5  Civics, Citizenship, and Government


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments ;the governmental system of the United States and other nations ;the United States Constitution ; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy ; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

ELA Standard 1

Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

ELA Standard 4 


Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

Essential Questions

How do political issues effect everyday life ?

How do politicians try to win our votes at election time ?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural
 Declarative Knowledge

1) The student will define political party, politics, and republic.

2) The student will identify major issues facing the U.S. government between the years 1788 and 1816 : adoption of the U.S. Constitution, Neutrality Proclamation, Whiskey Rebellion, Alien and Sedition Acts, Louisiana Purchase, Embargo Act, War of 1812, Hartford Convention.

3) The student will summarize the main ideas of the Federalist and Republican parties on the role and scope of government.

4) The students will brainstorm a list of factors which may influence why people vote for one party over another.

Procedural Knowledge

1) The student will use a variety of resources to conduct research on their assigned election.

2) The student will organize their data into specific areas of knowledge :  background information, government experience, political views on major issues.

3) The student will write a campaign speech which includes the following : Introductory remarks, background information, political views, criticism of the opposing candidate(s), concluding remarks.

4) The student will create a campaign poster which includes the following :  headline or slogan, captions or comments which tell about the candidate or the candidate's opponent, picture or symbol.

5) The student will present their poster and speech to a classroom of their peers.

6) The student will work with a partner and develop a plan to equally share the work responsibilities. 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions.)
 

Teacher describes task and hands out direction sheet.

1. Students select work partner and write out a plan for dividing the work.

2. Students select candidates from the teacher's prepared list.

3. Students begin research in class and finish for homework.

End of 1st 40 minute class period

4. Students work together to organize research.

5. Whole class brainstorms ideas for speeches and posters.

6. Partners begin work on speeches and posters and finish for homework.

End of 2nd 40 minute class period

7. Partners meet briefly to check each others work and make suggestions.

8. Students make presentations to their classmates.

9. Students turn in final copies to the teachers.

End of time allotted for learning experience.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

 Students who need extra support can be helped in the following ways :

1. Make sure to pair them with a stronger student and help those pairs with the work plan.

2. Assign them early and allow them a head start on the experience.

3. Communicate with their special education teacher and let the teacher know of the assignment in advance.

TIME REQUIRED

 All or part of 4 class periods.

1. Assign on a Friday and use most of Friday's class period to get started.

2. All of Monday's class time to organize and brainstorm.

3. Part of Tuesday's class period to check and revise.

4. All of class on Wednesday for presentations.

* * Homework would be expected over the weekend, Monday night and Tuesday night.  How much homework would depend on how much groups are able to complete during class time.

RESOURCES
Class Text  Why We Remember Herman J. Viola  IBN 0-201-34592-7

Several different encyclopedia  -  both book form and on line.

Various text and reference materials available within the classroom.

 Several different internet sites on U.S. history and politics:

http://www.worldbookonline.com/
http://www.go.grolier.com/


galenet.gale.com
ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)

Grading Rubric

Part of Experience 
5    

3
             1



Work Plan             Equal roles       Unequal roles       One man show



     Clear roles
     Unclear roles        One man show

Campaign Poster   colorful
     some color            no color


                 Neat work
     so-so neatness      sloppy



     On task
     sort of on task       not on task



     Accurate          some errors           many errors

Campaign speech  Introduction      missing 1 0r 2        no introduction                

        

      Experiences     parts of essay        missing more



      Ideas               Several errors       than 2 parts of 



      Dangers                                       essay

 

      Conclusion
                                  Many errors

Presentation
     Teamwork       Some teamwork    No teamwork



     Eye contact      Some eye contact  No eye contact



     Clear voice
     Uneven pace, etc  Tough to hear

  
                 Grading Sheet






    

Partner Name __________________________________

Partner Name ___________________________________

Election Year ______________________

Candidate   ________________________

Grading Rubric      Quality  x   ?      Possible Score     Actual Score 


 Work Plan
           5     x   5              25                  ________

Campaign Poster         5     x    6             30                  ________

Campaign Speech        5     x    5             25                  ________

Presentation

5     x    4             20                  ________

###################################################

Total Score
 


 100                   ________

Comments:

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance.)
  

REFLECTION

 
This learning experience is a great review exercise and may be adapted to almost any social studies course.  Any unit which lends itself to the creation of propaganda might be well served by a learning experience like this one.  It not only deepens student understanding of the content area, but allows them to use and develop other  areas of intelligence.   Lastly the students have a great time creating and expressing themselves in both words and pictures.


The only real difficulty is time allotment.   The classroom teacher has to decide whether they have a week of instructional time to use in this way.  I have found my greatest success with this experience when I begin it the day before a break or weekend.  If properly motivated, this gives the students a chance to do some independent research and creative thinking.  I have also found that this type of an activity can be part of an effective review period before an unit test or mid-term examination.


I will continue to use this learning experience in the years to come and I foresee using it at least once each semester.

 

