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OVERVIEW
 The purpose of this learning unit is for students in second grade to read and experience an example of non-fiction, biographical material.  The students will also be exposed to the success of an adventurous woman who demonstrated the ability, ingenuity and spunk not common to women of her generation and time.  At the end of this unit the children will interview as well as write a biography of a classmate, use the computer to publish the story, and use the digital camera to photograph the student.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
As a result of this learning unit the students will:

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Understand that a non-fiction book contains factual information, the characters, setting and plot are all based on actual people, places and events


	 Students will complete a Venn diagram after being read several picture books that are fantasy and realistic fiction. These will be compared and contrasted to a non-fiction book on transportation.  

	 Understand that a biography is a book about a specific person or family that usually describes the person’s life history and/or his experiences and contributions to the world.
	   The students will complete a Venn Diagram comparing biographies and stories with a main character. Several picture books and articles will be read.

	 Amelia Earhart was a woman unique to her generation
	 The students will sort pictures into categories of  “Then and Now.” Books, photographs, and videos will be shown to the class displaying the clothing, styles and activities of men, women and children of the early 20th century.  



	 Amelia Earhart was a pioneer in the field of aviation
	 The students will sequence pictures of airplanes, after being shown books, photographs and videos displaying the early characteristics of airplanes


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
·  How can you identify a non-fiction book?

· What is a biography?

· How was Amelia Earhart different from women of her generation?

· How was Amelia Earhart a pioneer in the field of aviation?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


Content Area:  English Language Arts

Level:  Grade 2

ELA Standard 1 (Elementary) - The students will read, write listen and speak for information and understanding.

Benchmarks: Listening and Reading

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involve collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

· The students will gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazines, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams.

Benchmarks: Speaking and Writing

2. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one contest to another, and presenting the information and interpretations clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.

· Students present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters and charts.

MST Standard 2 (Elementary) The student will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Benchmark:  Information Systems


1.Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

· Students use a variety of equipment and software packages to enter, process, display, and communicate information in different forms using text, table, pictures, and sound.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Day 2:

· The students will be shown books that they have read, that are fantasy and realistic fiction.  The teacher will read to them Trucks, by Anne Rockwell or any other appropriate choice. The students should also be shown a fiction book that is comparable to the non-fiction book such as Mike Mulligan and his Steam Shovel . The students will complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting fiction and non-fiction books.  The teacher will summarize and write in list form the characteristics of fiction and non-fiction books as well as the titles of books the children have read.  (Extend and refine, acquisition)
· The teacher will read aloud the book, Young Amelia Earhart: A Dream to Fly..   The students will decide if the book fits into the category of fiction or non-fiction. (Acquisition)
· The class will be introduced to the companion CD ROM, Troll First-Start Biography, Young Amelia Earhart: A Dream to Fly.   The class will participate in the reading at the computer resource room using the computer projection camera to demonstrate how to navigate around the computer program. (Acquisition)
Day 3:

· Each student will use the CD ROM, Troll First-Start Biography, Young Amelia Earhart: A Dream to Fly, as a center choice, free choice and/or reading option over the course of the next 3 days.  Each student will complete and print a journal entry using the journal option on the CD ROM. (Extend and refine)
· The teacher will read the picture book biography, When I was Nine, by James Stevenson to the class.  Any other biography is also appropriate.  The students will complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting realistic fiction stories containing a main character.  The teacher will summarize and write in list form the characteristics of non-fiction books and biographies using the titles of books the children have read.  (Acquisition)
· A basket of leveled biographies will be placed in the reading center. (Extend and refine) 
 Day 4: 

· The students will watch the video, Amelia Earhart, Against the Odds.  The teacher will post a chart, “Then and Now.”  The students will be given photographs of vehicles, clothing and transportation and will sort the photographs according to “Then and Now.” (Extend and refine)
· The class will discuss the differences noted on the chart. (Extend and refine)
· The class will be introduced to the assessment project.  The students will be told that they will be writing a biography of a classmate.  The students will generate a list of questions that they feel would be important to glean the necessary information from a student to adequately write a biography. (Extend and refine) See Appendix
This will be done in the computer resource center using the computer overhead projector, with the teacher designing the interview sheet.

Day 5:

· The students will choose the student they will interview.  This may be done in any way the teacher chooses.

· The students will take pictures of each other using the digital camera. (Acquisition)

· The students will begin the interview process, writing the responses in short phrases. (Acquisition)

Day 6:

· The students will complete an 8 square section working copy of a biography, transcribing the interview information into complete sentences.

· Each student will complete a square that will contain author information.

· After the student is done, the teacher and student will edit the work for spelling, grammar and all other writing conventions.

· When complete, the students will start a final, handwritten copy of the biography, illustrating each square section.

(All Day 6 activities are designed to extend and refine) 

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


 Day 7:

· The students will continue work on the biographies until all are complete.
· The students will go to the Computer Resource Center and will follow written as well as oral step by step directions to access Microsoft Office 2000 and go to Microsoft Publishing.  The students will download and print an airplane from the Microsoft project list. (Acquisition)
· The students will fold and decorate the airplanes using crayons.
The class will go outside or into the gym and fly the paper airplanes!

Rubrics
Rubric #1

ELA Standard 1 (Elementary)- The students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

The students will demonstrate their ability to read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding by interviewing a classmate by asking specific information gathering questions, and using this information to write a biography of a classmate.  Students will be awarded ribbons according to rubric.

Rubric #2
MST Standard 2 (Elementary) The student will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

The students will demonstrate their ability to access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies by correctly loading the CD ROM of Amelia Earhart, correctly navigating the CD ROM, keeping a journal using the prompts from the CD ROM and print the journal.  The author will photograph their subject.

Name

Write Your Classmate’s Biography

	Score
	Did you include all necessary information?


	Did you illustrate your biography?
	How does your biography look?
	Did you use correct writing skills?



	4
	You have all the information!
	Great, neat, detailed, colored pictures!  The pictures relate to the page.
	My biography is neat, clean and organized
	I have used correct spelling and punctuation with only tiny mistakes.

	3
	You have most of the information!
	Your pictures are very good, colored, and mostly neat. The pictures generally relate to the page.
	My biography is generally neat, clean and organized.
	I correctly spelled and used punctuation most of the time.

	2
	You have some of the information!
	Your pictures are not very neat, colored and the pictures sometimes relate to the page.
	My biography is neat in places, but I could have done a better job.
	I used correct spelling and punctuation most of the time.

	1
	You have very little information.
	Your pictures are not neat, colored or relate to the page.
	My biography is not clean or neat.
	I didn’t use correct spelling and punctuation hardly at all.

	0
	You don’t have any information or your information is wrong.

DO OVER!
	You have few if no pictures.  The pictures have nothing to do with the page.

DO OVER!
	My biography is a mess!

DO OVER!
	My teacher can’t read or understand my work.

DO OVER!

	How many points did you earn?


	
	
	
	


How did I do? ___________________ [image: image1.wmf]
20-16:  You’re a blue ribbon author!  WOW! Great job!  You may share your work with a class or teacher of your choice!

15-10:   You’re a red ribbon author!
You may share your work with Mrs. Morenz’s class. Good job!

9- 5: You’re a white ribbon author! You may share your work with our class.  You worked hard- but could do better!

4-0:  You need to do your biography over in order to be a ribbon  author.

Name


How Well Did I Use the CD-ROM?

	Score
	Print Journal
	Write Journal entries
	Find way around Program
	Correctly load the CD ROM
	Take the picture

	4
	I correctly printed out the journal on my own
	I answered all the questions using capitals, periods and correct spelling.
	I could find all the parts my teacher asked me to find.
	I loaded the CD ROM on my own with no help
	I took the picture completely on my own

	3
	I need some help to print out the journal
	I answered most of the questions making some mistakes on capitals, periods and spelling
	I found most of the parts my teacher asked me to find
	I loaded the CD ROM with someone reminding me how to do it
	I needed a few reminders how to take the picture

	2
	I needed a lot of help to print out the journal
	I answered at least half of the questions and I made many mistakes in capitals, periods and spelling
	I needed a lot of help trying to find the parts my teacher asked me to find
	I loaded the CD ROM with a lot of help (verbal and physical)
	I needed  to  be shown how to take the picture

	1
	Someone had to print the journal out for me
	I answered less than half of the questions and I made many, many mistakes 
	I could only find 1-2 of the parts my teacher asked me to find
	I loaded the CD ROM with a lot of help
	I needed to be helped step by step to take the picture

	0
	Didn’t complete
	Didn’t complete
	I couldn’t find any of the parts my teacher asked me to find
	Someone had to load the CD ROM for me
	Someone took the picture for me

	My points:
	
	
	
	
	


How did I do? ___________________ [image: image2.wmf]

21-25:  You’re a computer genius!  Tremendous job!

20-16:  You’re a computer whiz WOW! Great job!  

15-10:   You’re a computer kid! Good job!

9- 5: You’re a computer novice! You worked hard- but could do better!

4-0:  You need to spend some time with your teacher to become a computer novice.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Ability to identify a phrase and a complete sentence.

· Ability to write/transcribe information

· Ability to take notes based on the information given by the interviewed student

· Display computer awareness

MODIFICATIONS
Students will work individually following the writing process with modifications necessary to meet any student’s IEP.  Additional help and support will be provided by the Academic Intervention Services teachers as well as special education staff.  We also have available college tutors in our district who are here twice per week.  Our district also has available modified keyboards for the computer for students with limited physical abilities.

The use of the overhead computer projector is another example of a modification so that all students are able to follow oral directions in accessing the computer.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 The teacher may divide the various activities throughout the day as she sees fit.  Approximate time allotted for each day is as follows:

Day 1:  40 minutes

Total Time:  
5 hours and 30 minutes +


Day 2:  45 minutes

Day 3:  20 minutes
Day 4:  60 minutes
Day 5:  45 minutes
Day 6:  60 minutes
Day 7:  60 minutes plus time required to complete writing assignment

Planning:


The teacher would require 3 hours of planning time.  These tasks would include:

1. Copying of needed materials

2. Reservation of Computer Resource Center as well as digital camera

3. Book search of classroom and library for biographies, fantasy stories, non-fiction and fiction books.

4. Leveling of books for reading center

5. Installation of computer software

6. Loading of pictures onto computer; set up cover and author page for student biography

7. Ordering of video from BOCES

8. Locating pictures and copying used for “Then and Now” chart

Assessment:

During the course of this learning unit, the teacher will formatively assess student learning by having the children answer and print their journal responses as required by the CD ROM described on Day 3.  All examples of student work will be collected and evaluated at the completion of each activity to check for understanding.


Students will be summatively assessed at the end of the unit by the biography-writing project.  This writing project is both meaningful and authentic.

TECHNOLOGY USE / RESOURCES
 
1. Books from library, classroom

2. Digital camera

3. Computers 

4. CD ROM: First Biographies: Amelia Earhart, A Dream to Fly
5. Books/Articles: See Bibliography

6. Video:  Amelia Earhart, see bibliography

7. Balsa plane, picture of Amelia Earhart
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Name___________________

You have just completed reading a biography, the story of Amelia Earhart.  You are now going to write a biography of someone in your class.  

In order to write a biography, you must interview someone in your class.  Your teacher will tell you how you are going to do this.

Below is a list of questions that you will ask your person.  You only have to write the answers in phrases.  Make sure you ask and answer each question.  There is room for you to write questions of your own

When you are finished, your teacher will tell you what to do next.
The Story of

                     By

What is your full name? 

_____________________
When and where were you born?


What are your parents’ names?


Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Do you have any pets?

Do you have any special memories about something that you’ve done with your brother or sister? Tell me about it.


Where do you go to school? 


Tell about your time at school. 


Who is your favorite teacher so far?

What are some of your favorite memories of school?



What are the names of some of your friends? 



Is there anything special you want to share about your friendship?




What do you want to be when you grow up?



Who is your hero?  


Why is that person your hero?

If you could do anything or go anywhere in the world, what or where would that be?



Is there anything else you would like me to write about in your biography? 
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