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LEARNING CONTEXT 

 The purpose of this experience is for students to gain exposure and knowledge of authors of literary works.  Concurrently, students will utilize Microsoft Publisher and the Internet to produce a color author brochure (see sample assignment).   This experience also serves as the culminating experience for a larger unit where students pick a novel for an individual reading project.  After reading the novel and completing other projects, students create author brochures, which incorporate a written review, Internet research, and Microsoft Publisher.   

Connection to Standards

ELA #1:  Students will listen, speak, read and write for information and understanding.                                                                               - This is ongoing throughout the experience and is included in the teacher’s instructions for the brochure, and in the brainstorming and creative process of the project.

ELA #2:  Students will read and listen to texts.                                                                                                                            - This occurs when students look up on-line author biographies.

ELA #3: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation.                                                                  - This is contained within the student’s review of the author in the brochure.

ELA #4: Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction.                                                                                       - This happens when students are in the process of creating their brochures and peers are enlisted for help with technology and ideas for design and layout of brochure.

MST #2: Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.                                    





 - Students use Microsoft Publisher, the Internet, and a color printer to produce a tri-fold author brochure.
Essential Question

Utilizing Microsoft Publisher and the Internet, what is process involved in producing an informative and visually appealing tri-fold author brochure?

Content Knowledge: Declarative, Procedural

Content Knowledge










- Students must have completed an individual book project.




- Students must have computer skills including prior use of Microsoft Publisher

  and Internet research skills.



Declarative Knowledge








- A good understanding of the book read in the individual book project.


- An understanding of writing and project requirements as set forth in rubric.

- Ability to use the Internet for research.






- Ability to cut and paste from one document to another.




- Ability to use Microsoft Publisher to produce a tri-fold author brochure.


- Ability to incorporate peer and teacher suggestions.



Procedural Knowledge








- Use teacher and peer suggestions and comments to improve brochure layout and design.











- Use teacher and peer instruction to resolve difficulties with research or technology.











- Use MLA Documentation Guide   to properly document all sources used in author brochure in the “Works Cited” section of the author brochure.

PROCEDURE
 Day 1 











1.  Handout the author brochure project introduction that explains students will produce a tri-fold author brochure on the author of the novel that was read for the independent reading project.









2.  Have students sign onto computers and establish Internet connections and open Microsoft Publisher.









3.  Teacher does the same on computer attached to LCD projector.


4.  Teacher then gives a brief tour of websites (i.e. www.gradesaver.com , www.amazon.com ) and search engines (i.e. www.yahoo.com , www.dogpile.com ) with good information and graphics on novels and authors.  Students should also be exploring websites and trying some searches on their particular authors.




5.  Students are then instructed on proper MLA documentation of an Internet source (MLA Documentation Guide is distributed so that students may use the general template for an Internet source).






6.  Balance of class period is used for students trying searches for information and teacher facilitates and clarifies frequently asked questions using the LCD projector for instruction.

Day 2












1.  Begin by students and teacher signing onto computer, establishing Internet connections and opening Microsoft Publisher.






2.  Using the LCD projector do a brief tutorial on tools and features of Microsoft Publisher.











3.  In the Publisher Catalog, have students select “Publications by Wizard” tab (teacher models on LCD projector).







4.  Select “brochures”.








5.   Spend some time selecting different templates and discussing pros and cons of a particular type of design according to information to be conveyed.



6.  Select a design type and start the wizard.






7.  Walk through each step of the design wizard using the LCD projector.


8.  Demonstrate to students that the brochure is a two-sided document accessed using the page tab at the bottom left hand corner of the screen.






9.  Demonstrate Publisher’s tools and how to manipulate document.  Allow students to practice changing color schemes, text boxes, and word art and clarify problems using LCD projector or individual instruction.

 Day3












1.  Begin by students and teacher signing onto computer, establishing Internet connections and opening Microsoft Publisher.






2.  Have students access a website containing a required piece of information (book covers, author picture, author biography, or book reviews) and demonstrate using the LCD projector how to highlight a picture or piece of information, right click, copy and paste into a text or picture frame in Publisher.






3.  Allow students to begin assembling their brochures with teacher time spent handling individual difficulties with research and technology.




4.  Make sure everyone knows how to save work they have accomplished to their school file and to disk.

Day 4












1. Begin by students and teacher signing onto computer, establishing Internet connections and opening Microsoft Publisher. 






2.  Have students access their files containing the work they have accomplished.

3.  Teacher does a brief lesson on LCD projector showing some ideas about color schemes and layout and how to achieve the best visual effect.




4.  Students spend rest of class time putting brochures together and writing the book review of their particular author and receiving individual assistance from teacher.

Day 5












1. Begin by students and teacher signing onto computer, establishing Internet connections and opening Microsoft Publisher. 





2.  Have students access their files containing the work they have accomplished.
3.  Teacher shows student how to do the print set up and how to print the brochure.  Depending upon printer capabilities, it may be necessary to show how to reinsert print for two-sided printing.








4.  Students complete and print author brochures, which will be shared with class and displayed.

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

 This project is most successful when the class can be brought to a computer lab (in the absence of enough computers in the classroom) so each student can have their own computer.    

TIME REQUIRED

 Five days are required from the introduction of the project to final products.

 

RESOURCES

At least one computer for every two students but it is preferable to have a one to one 

ratio.  The computers must have Microsoft Publisher installed and Internet access. 

A good quality (laser) color printer and a LCD projector are needed.  A scanner is optional.
ASSESSMENT PLAN

 The primary assessment is the final product, the author brochure.  This will be graded according to the following rubric.



Author Brochure Rubric

	
	Components
	Review
	Layout and Design
	Conventions

	4
	All components required are present and significant information has been incorporated that gives a portrayal of the author that is faithful to the complexities of the individual and his work.
	The review is well written with original wording that simulates an actual book review.  The review is faithful to the novel but does not give away the story with plot summary.
	The layout of the brochure is visually appealing with thoughtful use of color to highlight different components of brochure.  Font and font size adds to overall visual appeal.
	The student (especially in the book review) has an obvious command of spelling, grammar and mechanics of the language.  Few or no errors are present. Citations are accurate and formatted properly

	3
	All required components are evident and information has been incorporated that portrays the author.
	The review is comprehensive and uses book review language with some success.  May lapse into plot summary at times.
	A good presentation of the necessary information.  Less evidence of attention to color, font, font size, and use other effects.
	Very good command of the conventions of the language and few errors are present.  None of the errors hinder understanding.  Citations are complete with some minor formatting errors.

	2
	Some components are more comprehensive than others with an incomplete portrayal of the author.
	The review is not a critique as much as a plot summary.  Evidence of understanding of book.
	May rely on simply cutting and pasting information from Internet sources without adapting to fit the layout of the brochure.
	A basic command of the language.  
Errors present do not hinder understanding, but are more frequent and obvious.  Citations are incomplete or many formatting mistakes

	1
	Some components missing or incomplete with incomplete6/26/01 or inaccurate information.
	Review shows no development with essential information missing or stated incorrectly.  
	The layout does not make use of all the available space, is all text with no pictures, or is in black and white.
	Command of the language is tentative.  The errors hinder understanding and are very frequent.  Missing citations

	0
	Has not addressed any of the necessary components, or assignment is not done.
	Review of book is missing from brochure.
	The layout and design make reading impossible, or assignment is not done.
	Significant errors make reading impossible, or assignment is not done.  No citations.


Sample Assignment

Over the course of the next week, you will construct an author brochure for the author of the independent reading you have done.  This color brochure will be informative and visually appealing.  I will demonstrate the process of creating an author brochure and you will create yours at the same time.  You will utilize Microsoft Publisher and the Internet to create your brochure.  We will handle this as a step-by-step process, so if you have limited knowledge of Publisher or Internet research, you will learn these skills as you go along.  The idea is to be as creative as possible.  There are certain elements I will be looking for, but the rest is up to you.  Follows is a brief outline of what your author brochure is expected to contain.  We will be discussing these details further in class.  Also, keep in mind the attached rubric for the assignment.  This is the tool I will use to grade your brochures.

Necessary Elements:

· The name of your author (including any pen names he or she may go by).

· A picture of your author.

· A biography of your author.

· Your written review of your author or book you have read.

· Reviews by other critics of your author or book.

· Pictures of book jackets of some of your author’s more notable works.

· The brochure must be in color.  No black and white brochures.

· The brochure must be obviously formatted to for appearance and to fit the space you have to work with.  Just cutting and pasting without formatting is not acceptable.

· The brochure must include a Works Cited (MLA format) indicating which sources you have used for the brochure.

REFLECTION
 
This is an excellent assignment to increase students’ knowledge about literature and authors.  Students are actively engaged throughout and the creative element of the assignment allows students to explore their avenues of interest.  Moreover, the assignment greatly enhances students’ ability to use technology and Internet research skills.  Finally, it gives students practice at documenting Internet research sources, which can be quite problematic at times.  This assignment is successful on a number of levels.  The only barrier is availability of computers and the necessary software.
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