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I. Overview

After the Julius Caesar unit students will be researching a variety of related topics. They will be accessing the Internet and other sources for information about their topic. The end product will be an oral report for the class with pictures and other visual aids (possibly using PowerPoint).

 

II. Content Knowledge

New knowledge and skills that will be acquired:

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Students will know historical facts about William Shakespeare
 Students will be able to search the Internet  with advanced searching techniques

Students will know historical facts about Elizabethan Era
 Students will be able to critically evaluate Internet sources

 Students will know information about the life of Plutarch
 Students will be able to present an informative and interesting oral report

 Students will know Internet search terms
 

 
 

 
 

 

This project can be integrated into the unit as you read the play or be an entry or cumulative project.

 

III. Essential Questions – 

How does life in Elizabethan times compare to now?

How does life in Rome during Caesar’s time compare to now? 

How does one effectively search the Internet?

How does one evaluate sources found on the Internet?

IV. Connection to New York State Standards

The following standards will be addressed during the research and presentation product of the information:

 

· MST Standard 2: Information Systems - Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

1.  Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.
Performance Indicators: students will  access, select, collate, and analyze information obtained from a wide range of sources such as research data bases, foundations, organizations, national libraries, and electronic communication networks, including the Internet.

ELA Standard 1: 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Performance Indicators: students will interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations, including technical manuals, professional journals, newspaper and broadcast editorials, electronic networks, political speeches and debates, and primary source material in their subject area courses synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information use a combination of techniques (e.g., previewing, use of advance organizers, structural cues) to extract salient         information from texts   make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas make perceptive and well developed connections to prior knowledge evaluate writing strategies and presentational features that affect interpretation of the information. 

 

ELA Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression Students will read and listen 

to oral, written and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.

Performance Indicators: Peer and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered. Present responses to and interpretations of works of recognized literary merit with references to the principal

features of the genre, the period and literary tradition and drawing on their personal experiences and knowledge.  Produce literary interpretations that explicate the multiple layers of meaning

 

V. Initiating Activity

The teacher or a guest speaker will model the final product by presenting an oral report on a Shakespearean text that the students have read previously. This will include a presentation of the topic orally as well as a visual presentation integrated into the report. The teacher will then introduce the topics and have the students each choose a different topic for their research. 

 

VI. Learning Experiences

Day 2:

Declarative Knowledge: Internet vocabulary – syntax, Boolean Logic. Historical facts about William Shakespeare, the Elizabethan Era. Information will be acquired from text reading (the students have already read the play) and from Internet sites displayed in computer classroom, including a special web site for the class (http/) Students will also have time for extended research in the library. Strategies –Building on prior knowledge (example: Search +"Oatmeal Cookies" - raisins). Strategies – suggest K-W-L. Students know that Julius Caesar was murdered. They want to know how the political climate of the time contributed to his fate. They will learn this and answer the question through Internet and library research.

 

Procedural Knowledge: the steps used in searching. Strategies: graphic organizers – see Sources for examples

 Activity:  Students are in the computer classroom with school librarian and English Teacher. Using examples from Shakespeare and Julius Caesar, the librarian will review advanced Internet searching techniques including the appropriate use of syntax and Boolean logic. Students will start content research with help from English teacher and librarian.

Assessment:  Students will be assessed during this phase through teacher observation, student-teacher interaction, informal quizzes on terms discussed in class, quiz on formulating an effective search question with the graphic organizer (see attached), teacher evaluation of progress of research and effectiveness of the searches being used.

Day 3-4:  

Declarative Knowledge: Internet search terms Historical facts about William Shakespeare, the Elizabethan Era. See strategies above.

Procedural Knowledge: The steps necessary to critically evaluate research materials.

Students will be provided with a graphic representation of the skill they are learning (see Sources Guide to Evaluating Internet Resources). Teacher and students will review several sites together, mentally rehearsing the steps involved in the process.

Activity:   Students will be acquiring their knowledge through research from a variety of sources, including the Internet. There will be a strong emphasis on the critical evaluation of sources. The librarian, teacher and students will review the various methods for evaluating print and Internet resources for accuracy and reliability. A graphic organizer will be provided outlining four key points for evaluating Internet documents. Using the projector in the computer lab, the English teacher will discuss various Internet sites that have been chose to heighten students’ awareness of the previously discussed criteria. Emphasis will be on the ability of the student to think critically and analyze the information being presented to them on the Internet. 

Assessment:  Teacher evaluation of student use of various evaluating processes during their research.  Teachers will questions student as they search and check for understanding of search and evaluation process.  Quiz on evaluating by presenting with several sources and ask them to explain the validity of each source according to the evaluation steps used in class.

Days 5 – 9: 

We will continue research in class, library and computer lab. Students will also be allowed to work outside of class. 

On the research compilation days the teacher will also be checking the sources as well as the information provided to be sure the sources are reliable and correctly cited. They will then compile their information on note cards and review the cards to be sure they have enough information to give a report. The introduction of the report template is important at this point, so the students will be aware of the structure of the report and what should be included. 

On the rough draft day(s) everyone should have their organization and their notes. 

On oral presentation workdays each student should come prepared to work on deciding what information they think should be included in the report. Provide a template and rubric for the oral report, so that they know what to aim for, and go over each before they begin. Remind them that the point is to inform and create an interest in their topic, so the use of a variety of visual aids in the power point presentation is recommended. Individual help can be given during the work sessions as needed.

Assessment:   Teacher will be evaluating research progress through collection of notes and note cards (this is included in the final assessment of the project as well).  Students will be formally evaluated on their written organization of the report and their use of the template.  Teacher will review sources and citations of sources for suitability.

www.midyork.org/Home/Search/InternetResourcesJuliusCaesar.html

 

VII. Extending and Refining Experience

The ability to successfully evaluate resources used in the resource process is an extending and refining experience. Additionally, students will be required to open the floor for thoughtful questions at the end of each presentation. They will then have to answer each question in a thorough, knowledgeable manner. This is a different way to use their acquired knowledge from their research and a different format for the other students in the class to acquire more knowledge. This may also lead to a group discussion. Be ready to facilitate! 

VIII.
 Assessments –

 
Formative assessment – Student understanding will be assessed during the course of the different class periods through questions regarding research content, research choices and options.

 
Summative assessment – Oral presentation – Grade according to rubric based on preparation, content, visual aids, presentation, group effort, and organization. 

 

 

IX. Culminating Performance –


The oral report is the final grade for the project.  


Expectations for report:

1) Students will be assessed on their research and notes – 10 pts

2) Students must have an introduction to their topic, a body of the speech to communicate the information they feel is 1mportant and a conclusion to wrap up the presentation.  Visual aids should be used in the course of the presentation. – 10 pts.

3)  Students will be assessed on the variety and suitability of their Internet sources – 20 pts

4) Students will be assessed on their choices of visual aids for the presentation – 20 pts.

a) Are the aids suitable to the topic?

b) Do the aids clarify the presentation and add to the audience’s understanding of the presentation?

c) Have the aids been carefully chosen or just thrown in at the end?

5) Students will be assessed on preparation and use of note-cards and other organizing 

tools for the presentation – 20 pts.

6) Students will be assessed on their delivery of the presentation – 20 pts

a) Does the student speak clearly and confidently?

b) Are the visual aids appropriately introduced and displayed during the course of 

the presentation?

c) Does the student answer the questions after the presentation carefully and thoughtfully?



d) No gum, stand up straight, etc.

X. Rubrics –


See attached.

XI. Prerequisite Skills – 


Students will have read the play before starting the project.

Students will have some computer Internet search skills.

Students will be familiar with Power point and/or Microsoft Word.

XII. Instructional/Environmental Modifications


Modifications can be made easily depending upon each student’s needs.

Some modifications could include voice - activated software for searches, large print materials can be made available, special keyboards and mice are available. 

XIII. Unit Schedule

Planning – Planning time includes making the list of topics for research, piloting some research on the Internet to have some sites available for people who do not know where to start, developing the template for the oral report and scheduling library and computer lab days when necessary.

Implementation – 

Day 1-6 - Students will research their topic, using a minimum of 5 sources, at least two from the Internet. They should also start to gather info for their visual component. When they feel they have completed their research they should decide how to structure their report according to a template and start an outline.

Day 7-9 – Using the research notes each student should develop an oral presentation that should include all the group members in some capacity. Visual aids, costumes, pictures, etc. should be used to make the presentation interesting and exciting. 

Day 10-15 – Students will deliver their oral reports in class using their outline on note-cards and the visual aids they have made.

Depending on length of class periods, number of students and how you choose to use the project in the unit this could take anywhere from 5 days plus presentation time to two full weeks plus oral reports. 

 

XIV. Resources/Technology Integration

Material resources – Note cards, highlighters, dictionaries.

Human resources – a patient computer teacher to help with the Internet and an understanding librarian to explain reliable sources in research.

Technology resources – computers for research with Internet links; access to PowerPoint program; CD ROMs for research.

Helpful Sources:

Graphic organizers (see attached)

Web site http://www.midyork.org/Home/Search/InternetResourcesJuliusCaesar.html

 

 

 

 

Appendix One: List of possible topics for student research

Research topics could include:

What was the political climate like in Rome during the time of Julius Caesar?

What was the history of the Roman Empire before Caesar?

What was the Roman culture like in this time period?  What did they eat and drink?  What did they wear?

What was the social climate/hierarchy like in the time of Caesar?

What were women’s roles in Ancient Rome?

 

What was the political climate like in Elizabethan England?

What political comments could Shakespeare have been making when he wrote “Julius Caesar”?

Where did Shakespeare get his information for the play?

What was the Elizabethan culture like?

What was the social climate/hierarchy like in the time of Shakespeare?

What were women’s roles in Elizabethan England?

Students could also use any of the above topics to draw comparisons to our time period today.

 

Rubric for Oral Presentation

PRIVATE
 

 
4

25-30 pts
3

19-24 pts
2

11-18 pts
1

1 –10 pts

Preparation

 

 

 30 points

 

 

 
Researched carefully and thoroughly, using Internet sources from web page; Used cue cards to aid in smoothness of presentation; Presentation is well rehearsed.
Gathered information from a three or four of the Internet sources; Used some notes in presentation; Presentation somewhat rehearsed.
Gathered information from one or two sources; Written out presentation is read word for word; Needed some more rehearsal.
Gathered information from only one source, not the Internet; May not be able to present report; No rehearsal at all.

Organization

 

 

 

 30 points

 
Information is well organized and logically ordered; Easy to follow; Clear introduction, body and conclusion.
Most information is presented in a logical order; Generally easy to follow; Somewhat clear introduction, body and conclusion.
Ideas are loosely connected; Flow is choppy and difficult to follow; No clear introduction, body or conclusion.
No apparent order or logic to presentation; No structure is evident.

Content

 

 

 

 20 points

 
    16-20 pts

Abundance of material clearly related to the topic; Points are clearly made; Facts are accurate and well presented. 
   10 –15 pts

Adequate information bout the topic; Many good points are made; Facts are accurate.
     6-10 pts

Some information not connected to the topic; Some acts not accurate or are unclear.
    1-5 pts 

Information has little or no connection to the topic, facts are not accurate or are non-existent.

Presentation

 

 

 

 20 points

 

 

 
Speaker clear and easy to understand; Visual aids introduced at appropriate times; Visual aids clear, easy to understand.
Speaker was clear most of the time; Visual aids were usually appropriate and were usually clear.
Speaker was sometimes difficult to understand; Few or inappropriate visual aids were used.
Speaker was confusing and hard to understand; No visual aids were used.

