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OVERVIEW
 
"Flight of the Falcon" is  a 4th grade project.  This project is designed to bring about a greater understanding of the unique aspects surrounding the history of the school community (1919-Present).  

 
A fully developed and integrated 4th grade learning unit will enable students to acquire an understanding of the social economic and political changes that occurred in state history and their impact on the school community over time.  Students will be asked to do note-taking, summarizing, digital photography, word processing , videotaping and on-line research. A trip to the Historical Society will be conducted in order to assist students with the development of a living museum.  In addition, this will provide access to further historical documents.

        The culminating performance will be a "Living Museum." This learning unit will provide detailed 4th grade learning experiences and suggestions for grades K-6, as this will be a school-wide project. Each grade level will contribute to the living museum through varied learning experiences to include: Word processing, Timeliner,  Kidspiration, World Explorer2.0, Powerpoint E-mail, on-line research, digital photography, videotaping, and digital scanning.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Social, political , and economic forces shape a community: 

A. Ethnic/Cultural Diversity

B. War Eras

C. Depression

D. Modes of Transportation


1.Students will be able to conduct an interview.

2. School Community is interdependent like a family unit: 

A. Structure

B. Nurturing Caring Environment

C. Nurturing Relationships

D. Value Character Education

E. Childhood Memories and Histories

F. Shared Resources/Finances


 2.Students will be able to locate and discriminate between primary and secondary resources.

 3. Museums preserve and exhibit historical artifacts to educate their communities.


 

 4. Characteristics of the community influenced students during each historical era 

A. immigrant /native

B. economic wealth/poverty

C. Industrial/agricultural society


 5 Traditions and Customs which have enriched and endured over time.

A.Neighborhood school concept 

B. School Pride 

C. Rituals/Assemblies


 3. Students will be able to video tape an individual interview.

 
 4. Students will be able to conduct a successful building tour.


5. Students will rehearse, edit and assess video presentations.


6. Students will develop an organizational plan to display artifacts for the Living Museum.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. How are communities interdependent like families?

2. How have changes in a state's social, political and economic polices affected the school community over time?  

3. How do the social, economic, and technological developments of the surrounding community affect the development of the school community?

 

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

Social Studies 

Standard 1:  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.

Key Idea 1:The study of New York State and United  States History requires an analysis of the development of American culture, its diversity and multicultural context, and the ways people are unified by many values, practices and traditions.

Key Idea 2: Important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions from New York State and United States history illustrate the connections and interactions of people and events across time and from a variety of perspectives.

Key Idea 3:Study about the major social, political, economic, cultural and religious developments in New York State and United States history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups.

Key Idea 4:The skills of historical analysis include the ability to: explain the significance of historical evidence; weigh the importance, reliability, and validity of evidence; understand the concept of multiple causation; understand the importance of changing and competing interpretations of different historical developments.

· Students will gather and organize information about the important accomplishments of the individuals and groups living in their neighborhood and community.

· Students will classify information by type of activity: social, political, and economic.

· Students will gather and organize information about the traditions transmitted by various groups living in their neighborhood and community.

· Students will recognize how traditions and practices were passed from one generation to the next.

· Students will explore different experiences, beliefs, motives, and traditions of people living in their neighborhoods and communities.

· Students will be able to view historical events through the eyes of those who were there in writing, music, and artifacts.

Social Studies 

Standard 2:Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 

Key Idea 4:The skills of historical analysis include the ability to investigate differing and competing interpretations of the theories of history, hypothesize about why interpretations change over time, explain the importance of historical evidence, and understand the concepts of change and continuity over time.

English language Arts 

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Reading
· Students will locate and use library and media resources with assistance to acquire information.

· Students will read and understand written directions.

· Students will be able to compare and contrast information on one topic from two different sources.

· Students will be able to recognize and discriminate among a variety of informational texts.

Writing

· Student will be able to use two sources of information in writing a report.

· Students will be able to take notes to record data, facts and ideas by following teacher direction and writing independently.

· Students will be able to connect personal experiences and observations to new information from school subject areas.

· Students will produce clear, well organized, well-developed reports, accounts and directions that demonstrate understanding of topic.

Speaking
· Students will speak in order to provide directions, ask questions, summarize, and provide a sequence of steps.

· Students will be able to present a short oral report using two sources such as a person, newspaper article, or artifacts.

· Students will use logical order in presentation.  

· Students will use appropriate public speaking techniques.

INITIATING ACTIVITY 

         The kick-off activity for the "Flight of the Falcon" will begin with a school- wide assembly.  The principal will announce the kick- off assembly over the public address system on that morning.   The announcement will be given in the form of a movie preview for the upcoming attraction.  In the background, the children will hear the song "Let's go to the Movies" as we begin our travel back in time.   The assembly will be a trip to the "Movie Theater."   The gymnasium will be transformed into a movie theater of the 1920's.


In the classroom, teachers will post the essential questions and initiate discussion to survey prior knowledge.  Students will be given their special movie ticket and proceed to the "theater."


The 5th and 6th grade students will be singing music of the period as the classes are seated.  The students will be welcomed and a brief overview of the movie will be given.  The oldest alumni of Fort Stanwix Elementary will be introduced and he will tell the students a brief story about his time at Fort Stanwix.  The movie will be viewed.  Then, the assembly will engage in a guided discussion about the movie and a KWL will be started.
Learning Experiences for K-3, 5 and 6

 While we know this is a fourth grade integrated unit, we do have suggested learning experiences for grades K-3, and 5th and 6th. 

 Kindergarten Learning Experience- Students will be introduced to the Support Staff members. The staff will be invited into the classroom in order for students to learn their varied roles. Classroom teacher may want to use Kidspiration and develop a classroom project for the living museum.

Grade 1- Students will compose and publish a Big Book entitled Fort Stanwix is a Family.
Grade 2- Students will use the Timeliner software to design individual timelines of the school’s history.

Grade 3 – Students will create maps of local and surrounding neighborhood using  Map Maker software.

Grade 5- Students will participate in the annual Invention Convention. Students will explore inventions particular to this area and their impact on the community.  
Grade 6- Students will prepare a Powerpoint presentation through a Cooperative Learning Experience with Grade 4 students highlighting the interviews of Alumni.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Learning Experience 1

Duration: two lesson periods

Students will know or understand that:

· communities are interdependent like families

· the elements of a community

Materials and Activities:


Concept Map of Common Criteria


“Everyone Helps” (20227 VHS BW 17 min.)



“Neighborhood and Community “ (26456  VHS Color 22 Min)

Instructional Procedure:

      Prior to showing the video “Neighborhood and Community”, students will brainstorm and list similarities between home, family and school community demonstrating prior knowledge and identification of key vocabulary.  Following the video, the focus of the think /pair /share discussion will be “How are communities interdependent like families? Students will be given 15 to 20 minutes to complete a Concept Map of common criteria for our school community, listing attributes, examples and what students already know. (Concept Map: Attachment A)

Assessment: Evaluation of Concept Map 

Learning Experience II

Duration: Four class periods and two library periods

Students will know or understand that changes in a state’s social, political and economic policies affect the school community over time.

Materials and Activities:

Social Studies Textbook, New York: Our State and Its Communities, Scott, Foresman, 1991. Chapters 9-10

K-W-L 

Instructional Procedure:

Based on the students prior knowledge, having read chapters 9 and 10 in their text, students will think-pair-share what they already know about the social, political and economic changes over this time period. The students will be encouraged to share their responses in order to assist in the completion of a class K-W-L graphic organizer.  Through teacher directed class discussion, students will generate a list of questions to further explore what specific changes have occurred in the community.  

Assessment:  Teacher will assess students’ think-pair-share, K-W-L and list of questions generated from class discussions of chapters 9 and 10 as a check for understanding.

Learning Experience IIA

Library Research Project:

Students will be given topics dealing with:



Technology



Transportation



Suffrage



Industry



Discrimination



Depression



Stock market crash



Military 



Temperance

Each student will be assigned a topic/time period for research. Students will locate primary and secondary resources and gather information relating to their topic. Students will record their notes in a journal.  

Assessment:  Students will complete a checklist.

Field Trip Experience:


Students will visit the Rome Historical Society Museum in order to identify the characteristics of the local community during specific eras.  Students will use the museum displays to further their understanding of how the topics listed above have impacted the local community.  Students return to class to complete their K-W-L.


Tour guide will describe how artifacts are chosen, displayed and catalogued. In anticipation of a later learning experience, students will diagram their favorite display. Students will note how this display is organized. Teacher will assess diagram for understanding.


Tour guide will serve as a role model.  Students will generate a list of appropriate qualities for a tour guide.  Teacher will keep this list to refer to when students are preparing and practicing to be tour guides for the Living Museum.

Assessment essay question:  “What would my life be like growing up during the specific time era assigned as related to the topic chosen for the library research project?”  (eg.  “What would my life be like growing up during the 1930’s during the Depression years?). 

Students will complete a checklist.

Learning Experience III

Duration : six class periods

Students will know and identify social, political and economic forces that affect the development of the school community.  

Materials and Activities:


4th grade Soc. Studies Text Chapter 1, Interviewing Skills section


Book: One Room School, by Laurence P. Pringle, Barbara Garrison, 1563975831


Book The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton

Alumni Interviews.


Television Interview.

Read and discuss Chapter 1 of Social Studies text 

Integrate historical literature

Discuss research skills-secondary /primary sources/Interviews, research procedures/forming questions to research.

Librarian will read and discuss The Little House during library period.

Instructional Procedure:
1.) Teacher will read One Room School as an anticipatory set to stimulate thought regarding a sense of history and place.  Through guided discussion, students will identify the social, political, and economic forces that affected the main character’s school experience.  Teacher will lead students to the alumni interview experience.

2.) Using Chapter 1, Interviewing skills section of the text, students will read and take notes on how to effectively interview.  Students will discuss the interview rubric. Teacher will model a poorly conducted interview. Students will critique teacher’s interview, in order to construct a list of effective qualities for a successful interview. Students will be shown a television interview and will discuss elements of a professional interview.

3.) Students will Think-Pair-Share a list of meaningful questions that will illicit accurate historical information. A class list of questions will be developed for interviewing.

4.) Interviewing teams will be formed at this time. Teacher will provide a list of alumni to be interviewed.  Each team will role play the interview process. Using the Interview Rubric students will critique each other’s team interview. (As circumstances dictate, students will conduct their interview in written form and E-Mail. E-Mail Technology will be taught as needed.)

5.) Media Specialist and Teacher will model and teach students the use of digital photography and video taping. Practice time will be provided.

6.)  Student teams will conduct and video tape interviews of the assigned alumni.

Interview Assessment: Teacher will review Interview rubric that will be used to assess their performance. (See Interview Rubric)

Essential Question Assessment: Student interview teams will be asked to fill out a chart with the following categories: social, political, economic. In each column students will list examples of how their alumnus was affected by each of these forces.  Each team will share their responses with the class and a master chart will be created.  Teacher will check for understanding as information is shared.

Technology Assessment: Teacher and Media specialist will monitor students practice work in progress to ensure all students can effectively use the digital and video cameras.

Learning Experience IV

Duration: Two class periods

Materials and Activities:

Student generated museum diagrams


Revisiting of the field trip experience to the Rome Historical Society Museum

Instructional Procedure:

Through class discussion students will generate ideas as to the organization of their interviews for display in the Living Museum.

The class will choose representatives for the Student Council meetings where the organizational planning of the Living Museum will be decided and implemented.  These representatives will share their knowledge of how a museum is organized.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
Upon completion of this unit on school history, students will have learned;  how communities are interdependent like families; how changes in a state’s social, political and economic policies affected the school community over time; and how social, economic and technological developments of the surrounding communities affect development of the school community. 

In preparation for the Living Museum the fourth grade students will be responsible for the following:

· Preparing and delivering news releases.

· Inviting guests.

· Planning events schedule.

· Select peer speakers.

· Arranging and conducting school tours.

Fourth grade students will present “The Living Museum.”  The Museum will be dedicated to the community during a ribbon cutting ceremony and celebration. The program of events presented by the fourth grade students may include:

Welcome and dedication

Ribbon cutting

Guest Speakers and Introduction of alumni and former staff:  


Eldest Alumni


Eldest Teacher


Current Principal/Superintendent

Living Museum tours will be given at this time.  Each grade level will be presenting their contribution to the Living Museum.  Fourth grade tour guides will direct guests through the Living Museum.  

The museum is envisioned as interactive exhibits.  These exhibits will be located in various areas of the school.  For example: Kindergarten students will take turns answering questions about their Kidspiration display.  Grade one students will take turns reading and presenting their “big book.”  Grade three students will explain their maps as prepared on Map Maker.

Grade four will present their videotaped interviews in the library media center.  A program of interviews will be provided.

A reception will follow.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Note-taking skills

Introductory knowledge of video taping and digital photography

MODIFICATIONS
Establish learning partners for students with special needs.  Information will be written for students to refer to, including graphic organizers, pictures, key words, phrases in writing to assist them with their projects.

Utilization of flexible grouping which is differentiating instruction.

Additional time will be given to students with special needs.

The strengths of individual students will be showcased through graphic arts, musical performance, public speaking, writing and interpersonal interactions.

Students with different learning modalities will be addressed.  For example, during interview sessions with alumni, these students will be required to present and tape record responses to their questions.  This is a management tool for note-taking skills.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 January to May

TECHNOLOGY USE
Video taping

Internet 

Digital Camera

Word Processing

Interview Rubric

1
2
3
4


Questions
Rapport
Eye

Contact
Body

Language

4


Comes prepared with thoughtful questions and expands based on answers given.
Introduces self and purpose for interview
Maintains eye contact throughout interview.
Consistent positive body language – relaxed, nods head, etc.

3


Comes prepared with mostly thoughtful questions; usually able to expand based on answers.
Brief intro and brief explanation of purpose.
Maintains eye contact most of the time.
Relaxed most of the time with some positive response to interviewee.

2


Some preparation is obvious but half of the questions are yes/no.

Some follow up based on answers.
Brief explanation of purpose only.
Some eye contact.
Seems a bit uncomfortable, trouble facing interviewee.

1
Little or no preparation; questions are mostly yes/no and no follow up based on answers.
No introduction, just starts asking.
Little or no eye contact.
Very stiff, no response to interviewee.













