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OVERVIEW


This unit is designed to teach students about the community in which they live.  It covers the basic community helpers and goods and services within the community. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Define the term community
	 Study map & create their own map of their community

	 Distinguish between goods & services
	 Brainstorm questions about our community

	 Many people have important roles in the community
	 Produce a simple word processing document

	 Many places in the community provide goods & services
	 Write a friendly letter

	 
	 

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. Who’s helping you?

2. What’s going on around town?

3. How does your community affect how you live?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

SS Standard 3- Geography


Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live, local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the earth’s surface.


*Study about how people live, work and utilize natural resources.                                                                                    
*Draw maps and diagrams that serve as representations of places, physical features and objects.                                     


*Locate places within the community.

Language Arts Standard 1- Language for Information and Understanding


Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

*Present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories posters and charts.

Art Standard 1- Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts


Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts.


*Develop their own ideas and images through the exploration and creation of art works based on themes, symbols and events.

INITIATING ACTIVITY

 
Using a map of your hometown, have students label where they live (Use flagged pushpins).  This should be left up for the entire unit so you can add places in your community as you learn about them.  Using the map as the focal point, through discussion, show students how they all live within a clustered area “their community”.  Complete the “What is a Community Worksheet” (Milliken Publishing 1983).  This sheet defines community and helps to answer specifics about your community i.e.: Name of community, population, size, etc.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Goods and Services

        Using an overhead transparency (Students should have a copy) show a 2-column list.  One side is goods that are needed; the other side is services that provide those goods.  Through discussion, draw lines to match the good to its service provider. Safety- Police officer, Health- Doctor, Education- Teacher, etc.  These things should all be specific to the community you are learning about.  Brainstorm ideas about how you could label the two columns, heading students towards goods and services.

Resources: Overhead projector, Goods/Services sheet

Assessment: Collection of the worksheets, graded with a check or a star to acknowledge students completing the task.
1. Guest Speaker/Police Officer

Invite a Police Officer into the classroom.  He/She should speak to the students about their job and what services they provide.  Ask the Police Officer to locate and label the police station on the hometown map.

2.
Extending and Refining: Take a guided tour of the local Police Station.  Include the local Court House if possible
3.
 Fire Safety/Fire Fighters

Students fill in the K & W sections of a KWL chart about fire safety.  Working in cooperative groups, students will make a list of 5 fire safety rules and 3 questions they would like answered about fire safety.  The groups will then make a poster based on one of their fire safety rules.  The groups should present their poster to the class and then hang them in the classroom.
Resources: KWL charts, poster paper, markers

Assessment: Collection of KWL charts, Poster- comments are written on them and given back to students.

4. How to write a friendly letter

Give students copies of a simple friendly letter.  Using a computer program such a Hyperstudio or Power Point and an LCD projector, project the friendly letter onto a screen. Go over each section of a friendly letter (date, heading, body, closing and signature) and have students label each section on their copy.  Working together, compose a friendly letter to the school principal.  Finally, have students each generate their own friendly letter to their mom and dad.

 Resources: Computer program with LCD projector capabilities

Assessment: Collection of students’ friendly letters (Use Writing rubric for assessment)

Extending and Refining: Students can use a word processing program to type their letters and then mail them to their parents.  This can be another example of a business in the community that provides a service. (Post Office/Mailperson)

5. Friendly Letter

Read I am a Firefighter by Cynthia Benjamin to the class.  Discuss how Fire Fighters provide a service in our community by protecting one of our basic needs, safety.  Locate and label the local fire department on the hometown map.  Students will then use their questions from activity 3 and compose a friendly letter to the local fire department.  After proofreading, students will type their letters using a word processing program and mail them to the local fire department.    Students should print out two copies of the letter (One to mail and one for assessment).                                                                                                                                                                                

*Once replies to the letters are received, students should fill in the L section of their KWL Charts from activity 3.

Resources: Word processing program

Assessment: Collection of friendly letter and KWL chart (Use writing rubric for assessment)

6. Fire Station Tour

     Set up a guided tour of the local fire department. (Local fire departments usually host schools in October for Fire Safety Month)  Students will then create a web about what they learned during their tour of the fire department.

Assessment: Collection of students’ webs, graded with a check, star or “Good Work” comments.

*** If possible, use public transportation to get to all field trips to show community transportation 

7. Library Tour/Class Debate

Take a field trip to the local library and sign up for a library card.  Walk students through the various sections of the library, pointing out the many goods and services that a library provides.  Divide the class into two teams.  Call one team goods and the other services.  Within the groups students will compose a list of reasons that a library fits their group name better (Goods- books, magazines, videos, etc.  Services- information, tax forms, copy machine).  The students will then have a mini-debate to see which category a library would fit into best.  Add the library to the hometown map.

     Extending and Refining: Invite another class in to hear the debate and ask them which group          was more persuasive

8. Grocery store trip

Students make a list of 10 things they use throughout the day (food, water, toothpaste, clothing, pencils).  Take a field trip to the local grocery store (Wal*Mart works great) and take a tour through all of the various departments.  Students should check off each item from their list as they see if in the store, drawing the conclusion that grocery stores provide most of our basic needs.  Add the grocery store to the hometown map.

Extending and Refining: Students can design their own grocery store and label the departments.  Students can write a persuasive paragraph about which department we couldn’t survive without.

9. Doctors and Hospitals

Make a graph with students on the board of the different types of injuries, sicknesses, or surgeries they may have had (Chicken pox, broken bones, tonsils out, stomach ache, etc.)  Ask students what their parents did when they became sick.  Make a list of the places that helped take of them when they were sick or injured.  Read aloud Paddington Bear Goes to the Hospital by Michael Bond and Karen Jankel.  Make a list of all the people that 

Paddington met at the hospital that helped him get better.  Discuss how these people are

important in our community and how they provide both goods and services.

10. Who’s the leader?

Ask students what would happen if all the places and people we learned about didn’t have rules/laws.  Write students ideas on chalkboard.  In simple terms, explain to students the role of a mayor in a city (To govern all of the people and businesses in a community). Working with a partner, students should generate a thank you card using Claris Works to the local mayor.  The card should thank the mayor for helping our community to grow and to provide the community members with the goods and services they need.

Resources: Claris works/card making program

Assessment: Collection of student cards

Extending and Refining:  Take a tour of the local City Hall and meet the mayor or invite the mayor to your school to talk to the class.

Writing Rubric

(For Friendly Letters)

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Editing & Usage
	All grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization were correct.
	Some mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that does not interfere with comprehension.
	Many mistakes with grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that make comprehension difficult.
	So many mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that information is unclear and difficult to understand.

	Format


	All parts of a friendly letter are included and in the correct order.


	Most of the parts of a friendly letter are included and in the correct order.


	Missing parts of a friendly letter and not in the correct order.


	Does not follow friendly letter format.




CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


Using information gathered throughout the unit, the students will create a travel brochure that encourages others to come to the community.  The brochure should include a map of the community, points of interest and a paragraph describing how this community provides for all the basic needs of its members.  When the brochures are completed, the students will present them to the 4th grade class in the school (I chose 4th grade because they study NY State in Social Studies).

Assessment: Rubric

Rubric for Brochure

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Appearance
	Brochure was very attractive with use of many colors and pictures.  Layout is provocative.
	Brochure was attractive with some colors and pictures.  Layout is appealing.
	Brochure had little attraction with little use of colors and pictures.  Layout is disorganized.
	Brochure was unattractive, lacks colors and pictures.  Layout makes little or no sense.

	Information
	Information was 100% accurate, pertinent and interesting.
	Information was mostly accurate, somewhat pertinent and adequately interesting.
	Information lacked accuracy, limited in pertinence, and not very interesting.
	Information was inaccurate, not pertinent or missing.

	Editing & Usage
	All grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization were correct.
	Some mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that does not interfere with comprehension.
	Many mistakes with grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that make comprehension difficult.
	So many mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization that information is unclear and difficult to understand.


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1. Students should know how to proofread their written work.

2. Students should be aware of proper behavior in public.

3. Students should know how to use a word processing program.

4. Students should know the proper etiquette of cooperative groups.

5. Students should know where they live.

6. Students should know how to participate in a debate.

7. Students should know how to design a brochure.

MODIFICATIONS
      Modifications are made for those students with writing difficulties.  For example, they can be partnered with another student, they can use a computer to type out their writings or they can use a tape recorder to tape their work.  Individual I.E.P.’s will also be taken into consideration.  

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
     This unit should take about two to three weeks.

TECHNOLOGY USE
      Students will use a word processing program to generate friendly letters and thank you cards.  The teacher will use software that enables him/her to display computer screens on a large screen for the class to see. 

