Title III Technology Literacy Challenge Grant
Learning Unit 
Overview | Content Knowledge | Essential Questions | Connection To Standards | Initiating Activity | Learning Experiences | Culminating Performance | Pre-Requisite Skills | Modifications | Schedule/Time Plan | Technology Use
	LU Title:  Heroes of Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
	Author(s): Debbie Dermady

	Grade Level: 5th
	School: Guardino Elementary

	Topic/Subject Area:  Language Arts                                          
	Address: High Street, Clayton, NY 13624                                             

	Email: ddermady@1000islandsschools.org

	For graphic organizers, rubrics or worksheets addressed, or if you have any questions about terms used in this unit, please e-mail me or phone: 315-686-5199 ext. 3217 (Guardino Elementary School, Clayton, NY 13624)


OVERVIEW
Heroes are not born; they are people who are shaped by experiences in their lives.  This unit will provide students an opportunity to reflect on what makes a hero.  It will also provide students with an opportunity to research heroes of yesterday and today, as well as encourage them to think about heroes for tomorrow.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	A person’s life is made up of a combination of ingredients.
	Through edible “Biography Hash,” students will be able to construct meaning with what they know about certain ingredients in a “hash” they will create as to ingredients in a person’s life.  The “hash,” which is made up of about ten different edible ingredients depicting parts of a person’s life, will aid students in sorting thoughts (classifying) about the lives of people.

	Biographies are stories about people’s lives.  They are found in the library listed under the person’s last name, not by the author.
	The students will learn a mnemonic device to give them a link as to where biographies are located in the library. 



	Heroes are not born; they are people who are shaped by experiences in their lives.
	The students will read and respond by keeping a response journal about their experiences with their research. A journal entry rubric (from Dimensions of Learning, 2001) will be used as means of assessment (extend and refine) for both the teacher and the students throughout the learning unit.


	Heroes exhibit a variety of characteristics.


	Through Paired Verbal Fluency, the students will be able to list a variety of qualities/ characteristics they think heroes exhibit.  A word wall will be created from the newly acquired vocabulary. 



	People have different opinions as to what makes a hero.

 
	Through reading and responding both in oral and written communication, the students will choose a hero they have interest in and create an in depth report from their findings. (Slide show, Heroes in a Can, and a Wall of Fame)

	 

Heroes can be researched in a variety of places.


	Using modeling and guidance, the teacher will aid the students through analytical inquiries using the library, the internet, museums and oral documentaries.  The students will take a look at heroes from yesterday and today, as well as what characteristics a hero in the future might hold.

 

	Historical Documents are anything serving as evidence or proof.  Historical documents are taken from two sources, primary or secondary.
	The teacher will model and guide students through using Historical Documents by demonstrating Document Based Question Graphic Organizers (DBQ’s) usage.  Students will extend and refine their knowledge through questioning with skills such as: compare, classify, induction, deduction, and error analysis.

	Heroes live among us. We can learn a great deal from Hometown Heroes.


	The students will write friendly letters to the public asking who they think is a hero to them. They will then discuss heroes of today and compare/contrast qualities of heroes today with those of yesterday. Both the teacher and student as means of assessment will use a rubric for the. 

	Heroes serve as role models for today and tomorrow
	Using a constructing support graphic organizer from DOL, as well as a Q-A-D, the students will construct a persuasive paragraph, describing why heroes make good role models. Both the teacher and student as means of assessment will use a DOL Rubric.

	It is important to share what we discover about heroes of yesterday, today, and tomorrow with others.


	Through our own innovative ideas, we will share our findings with others as a culminating activity.

	Our lives can be similar or different than the lives of heroes.
	Using a DOL Graphic Organizer, the students will compare/contrast his/her life with that of a hero’s life.



	Self-assessment of acquired knowledge provides the student with connections with the world beyond the classroom.
	The students will complete a self-evaluation cover sheet, which will allow them to reflect on their acquired knowledge. (Induction)


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What makes a hero?

Where can I look for information about a person’s life?

How can I find out about heroes of Yesterday?  Today?  Tomorrow?

How can Historical Documents (both primary and secondary sources) help me to understand about the lives of heroes?

Who is like a hero to me?

Who do people of today consider their heroes?

Why should we honor heroes?

How can we share the lives of Heroes with others?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s)

ELA-Standard 1

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

Key Idea 1:

Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written and electronic sources.

Performance Indicators:

Students will:

· compare and synthesize information from different sources

· relate new information to prior knowledge and experience

· interpret and analyze information from a variety of reference materials

· develop information with appropriate supporting materials 

· organize information according to an identifiable structure, such as compare/contrast or general to specific

· use standard English for formal presentation of information, selecting correct 

grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization and spelling.

ELA-Standard 4

Language for Social Interaction

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

Key Idea 2:

Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reactions to the content and language of a text.  Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered.

Performance Indicators:

Students will:

· listen attentively to others and build on others ideas in conversations

with peers and adults

· express ideas and concerns clearly and respectfully in conversations

and group discussions

· write messages electronically or handwritten using appropriate language

and style for the situation and audience

MST Standard 2:

Information Systems

Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Performance Indicators:

Students will:

· access, generate, process and transfer information about heroes via the World Wide Web.
· generate, process and transfer information through technology usage with camcorders, digital cameras,                                                                         35mm cameras, cassette recorders, VCR’s and televisions, and possibly television studio equipment.

· generate, process and transfer information using software programs such as Microsoft PowerPoint and MS Word.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
As a launch activity, the edible Biography Hash lesson, created by Ms. Judy Freeman, author of  Best Children’s Books of the Decade and How to use Them  will be presented to the students. This will be done by a cooperative team teaching approach by the librarian and classroom teacher.  After the activity, students will be asked to turn to the person next to them and discuss what today’s lesson meant to them.  A whole group discussion of what they discussed in their pairs activity will follow. As the discussion continues the edible hash will be distributed for consumption.  Many biographies will be on display for the students to view after the “hash” is enjoyed.   

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Initiating Activity- (LAUNCH) 

Biography Hash – Everyone knows a way to one’s heart is through his or her stomach… This activity “hooks” the learner into learning what makes a thorough biography about a person’s life.  I used about ten different food items to create this edible “hash.”  You could modify it to use whatever you’d like. Some of the parts of this “hash” are golden raisins…for birth place and birth date…(Ms. Freeman says, “We come out like raisins and see the sun.”   Other ingredients include goldfish crackers (fish gather in schools), cheerios (reasons for fame), pretzels (twists and turns in one’s life) and more.  This Biography Hash learning experience was acquired from attending a BER Seminar, Best Books of the Decade and How to Use Them in Your Program, presented by Ms. Freeman. It was just the thing I needed for a unit on Heroes (Biographies) I have taught in the past. After the activity, students will be asked to turn to the person (think-pair-share) next to them and discuss what today’s lesson meant to them.  A whole group discussion of what they discussed in their pairs activity will follow. The students will maintain an ongoing journal (log) about their learning experiences with this unit about Heroes. The ingredients from the “hash” (organizing points) are an integral part of the journal entries.  A journal entry rubric (obtained from Dimensions of Learning (DOL), 2001) will be distributed to students and used as an assessment piece (extend and refine) at the end of this unit.  From this learning experience students will be able to construct and organize meaning for declarative knowledge.

Learning Experience #1
Bi-o-gra-phies… (Mnemonic)                                                                                                                   This could actually be another launch, but wherever or whenever it is used in the lesson you will find it a powerful tool.  It is again something I acquired from Ms. Judy Freeman’s seminar.  I have used it more than once and the students love it.  I try to add a little rhythm to it, and sometimes the words get changed, but the meaning is till the same.  Here goes…Bi-o-gra-phies… They’re in alphabetical order, by the famous person’s last name, not the author, they’re in alphabetical order, by the Famous Person’s last name, NOT THE AUTHOR.  (by Judy Freeman, BER Seminar, 2000).  For acquiring and integrating knowledge from this collaborating learning experience, students will be able to construct declarative knowledge.

Learning Experience #2
What Makes a Hero? The Paired Verbal Fluency Activity (Characteristics of a Hero) will be used and then a word wall will be created from the acquired vocabulary.   Using this activity, students will collaboratively construct meaning for developing new knowledge while activating prior knowledge about characteristics of heroes.                                  

Learning Experience #3
One Minute Biographies and Activities (K-W-L Strategy), I begin with the K and W  of the K-W-L Strategy. The resource book entitled One Minute Biographies and Activities  by Linda Aber, Troll Associates, 1994, provides teachers with a wealth of activities.  I have used the biographies, four at a time per class session, and then ask the students to complete two out of four of the activities for the next day’s class.  The students then use the Think-Pair-Share Strategy by sharing their completed activities and finish completing the L of the K-W-L.  The L  is added to with each of the daily activities students share, so it is used ongoing.  When students finish the unit, they should have many What I have Learned experiences!  From this learning experience, students will collaboratively acquire /integrate new knowledge to construct meaning.

Learning Experience #4
Just the Facts!   Students will complete a graphic organizer provided by the National Center for Family Literacy for the Newspaper Association of America Foundation to summarize their findings.  The students will then create an acrostic with Who, What, When, Where, Why and How of the person they chose to celebrate from the person’s first and last name.  From this learning experience, students will communicate their findings with the rest of the class by sharing their completed acrostics.

Learning Experience #5      Compare/Contrast Your life/A Hero (using graphic                                                                                                                                                  organizer from DOL) This learning experience will ask students to reflect on what they have learned about the lives of heroes and if they have similarities and or differences in their own lives.  A DOL graphic organizer and rubric will be used to do this experience.  For extending and refining of this lesson, students will share their comparison/contrast graphic organizer with the rest of the class. 

Learning Experience #6
Choose a Hero from the past to research and report on. (Journal usage-refer to Biography Hash.  The students will maintain ongoing logs and report their findings in such.  Their findings should include all of the “ingredients” from the Biography Hash.  The students must take on an independent role in this area and search, read and respond nightly in their logs. They must be ready to share their findings daily in class. This learning experience allows students to gain knowledge of the subject through extending and refining, classification, and constructing support through meaningful task. 
Learning Experience #7 
Research through four different types of resources… two biographies, one magazine, newspaper or encyclopedia, and one Internet site.  Library and Technology over and above class time is required.   The students must realize some of this must be done independently. Team teaching involves the librarian, technology teacher and classroom teacher.  The classroom teacher will model and guide students through the usage of Document Based Question graphic organizers, which will aid students in this learning experience.  Students will extend and refine their knowledge through questioning with skills such as: compare, classify, induction, deduction, and error analysis.

Learning Experience #8
Internet Usage – WebQuests and more ( search and share.  Through technology class or in the classroom, students will be presented with a variety of sites involving Heroes or Biographies.  It is planned for students to search the Internet through a variety of safe search engines, such as www.ajkids and www.yahooligans.com.  Our school internet site at www.1000islandsschools.org provides students with a connection to our librarian’s excellent suggestions.

Learning Experience #9
Hero In a Can- Mailbox Intermediate, June/July 1997, and creating a slide show with MS PowerPoint.  I have used this lesson to summarize the unit for several years and use either this one or Biography Boxes (students create boxes- something like biography boxes in Mailbox Intermediate, Feb/March 1996.  The “biography hash” is on the outside of the box.  Each side represents an ingredient, There is a pop-up that represents the hero on the inside.  Both are excellent ways to end a successful unit.  Hero in a Can is exactly that.  On the outside of a coffee can, students create a likeness of their hero.  On the inside, index cards with the information from the “hash” are written.  In addition to the cards, students place photos or other connections in the can.  One example is for the hero, Clara Barton; a student put a mini-emergency kit in the can.  This year I want to extend this lesson by students creating a slide show using MS PowerPoint, of their famous person, including photos of their cans, etc.  We then can share these on our school website with others.  This learning experience is excellent ways for students to not only summarize what they have learned, but to communicate their beyond the classroom learning experience with others.

Learning Experience #10
Find your hero in the present and share their story in our Wall of Fame.   Students are always telling me how much this person or that person has helped them get through a particular situation.  Here is their chance to say “thank you” by creating an acrostic of that person (with photos of course) and displaying it on a Wall of Fame in our building. This learning experience will allow students to use cause/effect (deduction) so students address meaning towards the given task. It also allows continued support in extending and refining the lesson.

Learning Experience #11
Our Own Hometown Heroes… Who is a hero today to others and why?  Students will be asked to create a social correspondence, in the friendly letter format, to a person in the community.  This is an opportunity for students to interview (oral or written) an older person in the present and ask them who is a hero to them and why.  It provides social interaction with the young and old, something I feel we sometimes today forget to do. A Biography Interview Graphic Organizer (from Dr. Fulmer’s Writing Seminar 2000) will be used for classification.  Prior to this communication, they will be using a Q-A-D graphic organizer as an aid in organizing details to be addressed.  The students will also acquire information from local historians at The Antique Boat Museum, The Thousand Islands Museum of Clayton, The Thousand Islands Craft and American Textile Museum, The Thousand Islands Sun, and The Watertown Daily Times for information about heroes in our own hometowns. Through investigation (exploration of historical events and trends) with written and oral responses, this learning experience actively engages students in self-directed purpose towards learning through meaningful task.

Learning Experience #12
What qualities do you think Heroes in the future will have? What might Heroes characteristics or qualities in the future be like?  Will they still have the same characteristics and or qualities of yesterday and today’s heroes?  This will be a journal entry and then discussed in the classroom. This learning experience allows students the meaningful task of decision-making by giving the students an opportunity to voice their own opinions about these questions and give supporting details as evidence.

Learning Experience #13
Do Heroes make good role models?  Why?  Point of View with Evidence Paragraph  After using a Q-A-D Graphic Organizer (from DOL, 2001),  from your point of view create  a persuasive paragraph convincing people why heroes make good role models. Use CUPS when editing your work.  Paragraphs will be on display on our Wall of Fame.  This meaningful task allows student the opportunity to solve a problem through the usage of a persuasive paragraph.

Learning Experience #14
Presentation- Culminating Experience- Continued support of Extend and Refine.  After completing our Wall of Fame, Slide Shows, and Heroes in a Can, we will celebrate inviting the community in to view our finished projects. This learning experience, as well as many of the other experiences has students actively participating as an effective communicator.  The entire unit places meaningful tasks to the students and gives them a purpose of learning about the lives of heroes from their world.  In addition the unit allows students to explore information by going beyond the classroom through applied learning. The students will complete a self-evaluation cover sheet, which will allow them to reflect on their acquired knowledge. (Induction)

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
As a culminating activity, the students will present a slide show of their heroes from yesterday and today, as well as their Hero in a Can.  A Wall of Fame will be displayed in our school building.  Their persuasive paragraphs on , “Do Heroes Make Good Role Models?”  will be on display as well.  The journals or learning logs for this unit will be handed in and assessed through the rubric given to students at the beginning of the unit.   

Several rubrics and graphic organizers included in this unit have been acquired through the Dimensions of Learning Seminar held in January 2001.  I have used many of these and found them to be extremely beneficial to both the teacher and his/her students. Below you will find a rubric for the final presentation. 

Content Presentation Rubric

4

Excellent introduction of self and topic

Included more than enough information

High interest level and audience appeal

Excellent closing and conclusion

Knew subject and could respond to questions well

3

Good introduction of self and topic

Good information included; may have left out one important topic

Good interest level and audience appeal

Good closing and conclusion

Knew subject well enough to effectively answer most questions

2

Introduction needs to be clearer

Adequate information presented, some information omitted

Some interesting points and audience appeal, but need to raise interest level of audience

Adequate closing and conclusion

Knew some answers, but needed to be better prepared for questions

1

No introduction

Some information given, but many points omitted

Little interest shown by audience

Lacked a good concluding statement and closing

Knew few of the answers to questions asked

0

Unacceptable content

Grade____

Visual Project Rubric

4

Excellent creativity

Excellent quality (neat, complete, extra effort demonstrated)

Excellent use of interesting materials

3

Good creativity

Good quality (neat and complete, but could use more effort)

Good use of interesting materials

2

Some evidence of creativity

Quality is o.k. (Needs more effort on neatness and quality)

Some use of interesting materials

1

Little creativity shown

Lacked neatness and completeness (little effort shown)

Materials used were inappropriate or uninteresting

0

Unacceptable visual project

Grade___

Oral Presentation Rubric

4

Excellent preparation, excellent voice, excellent eye contact, 

excellent speed,

Excellent appearance

3

Good preparation, but could have used a little more practice

Voice was loud and clear most of the time

Good eye contact

Good speed, pace and length

Good presence and appearance

2

Little evidence of preparation or practice

Voice was loud, but not loud enough

Some eye contact, too dependent on cue cards

Speed needs varying, stumbled or paused in a few spots

Adequate appearance

1

Obviously not prepared and more practice required

Voice was not loud enough and speech was unclear

Little or no eye contact

Poor appearance, many nervous moments

0

Unacceptable oral speech

Grade____

Content Grade_______



Visual Project Grade________

Oral Presentation Grade_____

Average of all three_________

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

An understanding of how the library works would be very helpful, 

as well as previous Internet, 

slide show, and word processing usage.

 

MODIFICATIONS

Students who receive extended time will be allowed to work on this project in the designated resource room, as well as after school help will be offered.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

This unit will take four to five weeks of forty-five minute lessons per day.  Individual reading and responding time by students is a must!   Teachers will need to prepare materials for usage ahead of time, such as biography “hash” ingredients and books for classroom use. The teacher will also need to make  prior arrangements with museum historians, etc. 

February through March is a great time to instruct this unit.  It ties in nicely with Black History Month, Presidents Day, Inventors, Brotherhood Months, and                                      Women in History Month. 
 

TECHNOLOGY USE

Microsoft PowerPoint 2000, Microsoft Word, scanner usage, Internet Usage, Digital Camera, Camcorder, 35mm cameras, VCR, TV, Computers

Search engines:

www.ajkids.com
www.yahooligans.com
Internet Sites

http://myhero.com/home.asp    (anyone can be a Hero)

www.1000islandsschools.org
www.amillionlives.com (Biographies)

http://www.remington-museum.org/LIFE.htm (Remington)

http://www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/mlk/ (Martin Luther King)

http://www.ametro.net/~teachers/mlking.html (MLK Web Quest)

http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomaker.htm (Bio Maker)

http://www.mountvernon.org/ (George Washington)

http://www.greatwomen.org/grtwmn.htm (Great Women)

http://www.wic.org/ (Women’s International Center)

http://www.thinkquest.org/library/cat_show.html?cat_id=112  (Biographies)

http://baseballhalloffame.org/hofers_and_honorees/hofer_bios/index.htm (Baseball)

http://www.worldsportsmen.f2s.com/ (Sportsmen)

http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/ea/prescont.html (Presidents)

http://www.invent.org/book/book-text/indexbyname.html (Inventors)

http://www.astr.ua.edu/4000ws/4000WS.html  (Women in Science)

http://www.redcross.org/hec/index.html  (Clara Barton)

http://www.helenkeller.ws/about.htm  (Helen Keller)

http://www.inventorsmuseum.com/women.htm   (Women Inventors)

http://www.indian-history.com/  (Native Americans)

http://www.nlc-bnc.ca/heroes/ehome.htm (Heroes of Canada)

http://www.auroraschool.org/WAMWEB/Introduction.htm  

(I found this on the web when I was searching for information about heroes. 

I enjoyed their Wall of Inspiration, similar to my Wall of Fame)

http://www.distinguishedwomen.com/
http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/womenhist/
http://www.biography.com/search/  (all people)

www.wdt.net (Watertown Daily Times)

Other Resources

Childhood of Famous Americans Series… 2 sets; 1 contains 20 titles, the other contains 22

American Women of Achievement Series…Chelsea House Publications, NY. 1988

Discovery Biographies Series… Chelsea House Publications

New Hartford School District’s Effective Communicator Packet

Dimensions of Learning 2000/2001 Instructional Packet

Dr. Robert Fulmer’s Writing 2000 Packet

Carol Bower’s Power Pack Writing for Prose and Poetry 1997

Mailbox Magazine

Judy Freeman’s BER Seminar 2000

The National Center for Family Literacy for the Newspaper Association of America Foundation

Community Resources

Thousand Islands Museum

Jefferson County Historical Society

Antique Boat Museum

Thousands Islands Craft School and American Handweaving Museum

The Watertown Daily Times

The Thousand Islands Museum

Reflection Piece or Journal

for

Heroes of Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

by Debbie Dermady

Heroes are not born; they are people who are shaped by experiences in their lives.  This unit will provide students an opportunity to reflect on what makes a hero.  It will also provide students with an opportunity to research heroes of yesterday and today, as well as encourage them to think about heroes for tomorrow.

That is what I wrote for my overview about my unit on heroes.   Through reflection, I realize how powerful the first sentence is.  Many of us might be “heroes” in the lives of others through the experiences they encounter with us throughout our lives.  Sometimes we do not even realize how powerful our actions are and how others react to these encounters.

I wanted a unit to encourage my students to look into the lives of people from all over the world.  I wanted them to take a look at the diversity in people of yesterday, today, and those of tomorrow.  This unit helped my students and I encounter such experiences.  Through many resources we were able to look at a diverse group of individuals.

There is a wealth of information available for students and teachers to use throughout the country about heroes or famous people.  Through a variety of media (libraries, internet, museums, local newspapers, and more) we were able to take a look at heroes from the past and present.  Through our community museums and local historians, as well as people who have lived in the community for quite some time, we could do so as well.  In the future, I know my students have a strong foundation on the qualities a hero holds.  

Thanks to the Dimensions of Learning and Effective Teaching Seminars        I have taken, I was able to have students gain awareness to what heroes offer them through expanding their learning capabilities beyond the classroom.

The www.title3.org website was extremely easy to use.  The downloading and uploading was much easier this year. I am concerned with corrections as to left justification, or any other corrections I would like to make to my units.  I also think it would be great to have a link for the student’s work.  I have a CD about my last unit and would like to share it. Is there any way to do so?

This year the students took their learning a step further by sharing what they found out about heroes, using Microsoft PowerPoint Presentations they shared with their community as well as through the World Wide Web.

February through March is a great time to instruct this unit.  It ties in nicely with Black History Month, Presidents Day, Inventors, Brotherhood Month, and                                      Women in History Month. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to create this unit.  I know it is one I will use for many years to come. It easily ties into the New York State Standards for Language Arts.

Here are some examples of our “Heroes in a Can”
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If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at ddermady@1000islandsschools.org
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