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OVERVIEW
 This two to three week unit is part of the study of American literature in eleventh grade English. This particular unit will establish Puritan beliefs and how those beliefs affected American culture, and will determine the accuracy of their portrayal in American literature. As part of this unit, a historical perspective of the Puritans will be examined through history texts as well as primary source documents. This perspective will then be used to analyze the accuracy of the portrayal of Puritanism in several genres of American literature.

As organized, this unit addresses English 11 Regents Examination questions that deal with Reading for Information and Reading for Literary Response.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 The student will identify and know the beliefs of the American Puritan.
	The students will be able to conduct a library and an electronic search to generate beliefs and practices of the Puritan society in early American history.

	 The student will identify and know how Puritan beliefs affected daily lifestyles.
	The student will examine the biography and time period of the authors for pertinent information.

	 
	 The students will be able to read, analyze and understand various genre of literature.

	 
	 The student will be able to determine if the representation of Puritan beliefs and lifestyles are accurately portrayed in selected pieces of literature.

	 
	 The student will be able to present a dramatic performance of selected scenes from a play.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How accurately is Puritanism reflected in various genre of American literature?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression

Students will read and listen to oral, written and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical and cultural dimensions of texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.


Students:

· Identify the distinguishing features of different literary genres (poetry), periods and traditions and use those features to interpret the work

· Understand how multiple levels of meaning are conveyed in a text

· Evaluate literary merit based on an understanding of the genre, the literary elements, and the literary period and tradition

· Present responses to and interpretations of works of recognized literary merit with references to the principal features of the genre, the period,and literary tradtion and drawing on their personal experiences and knowledge

· Produce literary interpretations that explicate the multiple layers of meaning

· Use standard English skillfully and with an individual style

ELA Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation

Students will listen, speak, read and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

Students:

· Analyze, interpret, and evaluate ideas, information, organization, and language of a wide range of general and technical texts and presentations across subject areas, including technical manuals, professional journals, political speeches, and literary criticism

· Evaluate the quality of the texts and presentations from a variety of critical perspectives within the field of study (e. g., using both Poe’s elements of a short story and the elements of “naturalist fiction” to evaluate a modern story)

· Make precise determinations about the perspective of a particular writer or speaker by recognizing the relative weight they place on particular arguments and criteria (e. g., one critic condemns a biography as too long and rambling; another praises it for its accuracy and never mentions its length)

INITIATING ACTIVITY
LAUNCH: A ten-minute clip from the movie The Scarlet Letter will be shown. The town square scene where Hester Prynne is released from jail is ideal. Student responses and reactions will be solicited after the viewing. 

LINK: Based on the viewing and on personal knowledge, the students will individually begin to construct a K – W – L chart on Puritanism. In small cooperative groups, the students will share chart information for later reference.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
 Directed Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) will be used to stimulate understanding about Puritan America. American history texts, primary source documents and Internet sources will be used to compile a list of characteristics of the Puritans during early American history. A webbing or cluster graphic organizer will be distributed to assist students in their research. This organizer will be used as a springboard to a class brainstorming session to determine recognizable and cohesive characteristics. At this point, a single definitive criteria will be established which will be applies to each genre of literature examined.

A teacher-directed discussion of the poem “Huswifery” by Edward Taylor will be conducted in class. The students will cooperatively apply the established criteria to this piece of literature. This activity will be repeated with a second poem, “To My Dear and Loving Husband,” by Anne Bradstreet.

As an outside activity, the students will read two short stories and apply that established criteria to these pieces of literature. Possible short stories that could be used are “The Minister’s Black Veil” and “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. These assignments will be followed up with a class discussion.

As a class, students will be assigned roles for the oral reading of The Crucible, by Arthur Miller. Discussion of the play should be limited to plot, character development and setting. Discussions should avoid reference to Puritan criteria and accuracy, as this is part of the culminating performance. As a follow-up, certain scenes could be acted out to help clarify meaning and dramatic persona.

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
Upon completion of the reading of The Crucible, the students will be assigned a three to five page investigation paper to be written and word processed on their own time. Using the established criteria, each student will investigate whether or not The Crucible accurately portrays the lifestyle of a Puritan in colonial America. 

TASK RUBRIC

	TASK COMPONENT
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Identifies known/agreed information
	Presents thorough and correct account of what is known
	Presents accurate and account of what is known with no information omissions
	Presents what is known but may contain inaccuracies or be incomplete
	Presents little or no accurate and important known information

	Identifies confusions, uncertainties or contradictions
	Identifies important confusions, uncertainties or contradictions, including confusions commonly overlooked
	Identifies significant confusions, uncertainties or contradictions, with no important errors
	Identifies some, but not all, of the critical confusions, uncertainties or contradictions
	Fails to accurately identify any important confusions, uncertainties or contradictions

	Develops resolution 
	Provides logical and well-developed resolution to the confusions, uncertainties or contradictions
	Presents a clear resolution to the confusions, uncertainties or contradictions
	Presents a satisfactory resolution to the confusions, uncertainties or contradictions
	Presents no implausible resoluation to the confusion, uncertainties or contradictions

	Supports resolution
	Resolution reflects an attention to detail and original thought
	Resolution reflects a logical outcome to the investigation
	Resolution lacks logical outcome
	Resolution contains errors and/or unsubstantiated support


 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Students are expected to have knowledge of the Internet, as well as word processing skills.

 

MODIFICATIONS
 Students who have access to books on tape are able to listen rather than read to clarify difficulties. Students will be given extra time as needed. Resource teachers, technology teachers and librarians will be apprised of the assignments through conferences as the beginning of the unit. 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Total unit time averages 18 to 20 (40 minute) class periods. A workable timetable is as follows:

· One class period for the launch and link activities.

· Approximately two class periods for library and Internet search.

· Approximately two class periods to establish Puritan culture criteria and characteristics.

· Two class periods to discuss the poetry.

· Approximately three days to read and discuss the short stories.

· Approximately 10 class periods to read and act The Crucible.

Students are expected to use time outside of class for research, reading and preparation of the culminating activity.

TECHNOLOGY USE
The following websites are useful:

· Discuss what a Puritan is

http://www.cet.com/~mtr/GereeChar.html
· Perspectives on American Literature. Chapter 1 includes Puritanism and the Colonial Period to 1700

http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chp1/chap1.html
· Brief definitions of Puritanism in New England

http://gonzaga.edu/faculty/campbell/en1310/purdef.htm
· Bibliography on Puritanism in New England

http://gonzaga.edu/faculty/campbell/en1310/purbib.htm
· The Era of Puritanism: 1564-1660

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/timeline/07puritan.html
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