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OVERVIEW

In this unit, students will be engaged in two meaningful culminating activities that focus around characteristics that exist within the genre of folklore, more specifically fairy tales.

Using critical analysis, students will note-take specific criteria from a chosen fairy tale. They will then present their notes to the whole class through the use of Power Point. Together as a group, each students findings will be discussed, critiqued and validated.

From that point, students will then write a beginning and a conclusion to a fairy tale. By being given only a middle piece, students will be required to "think in reverse" to reconstruct missing elements of a story so that it makes sense.

Students themselves will judge the results, identifying which tales are more complete, which tales use all of the characteristics that exist within this genre, as well as which tales are most imaginative and informative.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

	PRIVATE
Declarative 

Students will:
	Procedural 

Students will:

	 State and explain seven character patterns within a fairy tale. 
	 Collect data from a written source

	 State and explain the four patterns of place.
	 Present notes into a power point presentation format

	 State and explain the four structural patterns evident in a fairy tale.
	 Record notes onto graphic organizer

	 Use inference and deduction to understand a chosen text.
	 Scan pictures into presentation 

	 Develop imagination and ideas
	 Write an introduction and a conclusion to a fairy tale 

	Identify the components necessary for a complete story 
	Use context clues to determine what came before and after 

	
	Expand a character based on limited information 

	
	Use steps of the writing process


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

· What is the relevance of a fairy tale to today’s society? 

· Why do we enjoy fairy tales and tell these stories again and again? 

· How have fairy tales opened our eyes to other cultures?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

Content Area: ELA

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 

Students: 

· gather and interpret information from children's literature books, media presentations, and from such forms as graphic organizer. 

· select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one text to another 

· select and use strategies they have been taught for note taking, organizing, and categorizing information 

· ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 

Students: 

· include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

· use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 

 

Standard 2 - Language for Literary Response and Expression 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. 

Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text. 

Students: 

· use inference and deduction to understand the text 

· evaluate literary meaning using required characteristics 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text. Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered. 

Students: 

· explain the meaning of literary works with some attention to meanings beyond the literal level 

· create their own stories using the elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary 

· observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

 

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 


Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using 
evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria. 

Students: 

· recognize that the criteria that one uses to analyze and evaluate anything depend on one's point of view and purpose for the analysis 

· evaluate their own strategies for reading and listening critically (such as understanding the differences between specific genre characteristics) and adjust those strategies to understand the experience more fully. 

Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based. 

Students: 

· monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to meet criteria for competent performance (e.g., in writing, the criteria might include development of position, organization, appropriate vocabulary, mechanics, and neatness. In speaking, the criteria might include good content, effective delivery, diction, posture, poise, and eye contact).

Standard 4- Language for Social Interaction

Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction.

Elementary-Listening and Speaking

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings require the ability to talk with people of different genders, ages, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how to talk to varies in different situations.

Students:

· Take turns speaking and respond to other’s ideas in conversations on familiar topics. 
Elementary-Reading and Writing

1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others.

Students:

· Read and discuss published stories to learn the convention of social writing.

Standard 2 - MST 

Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using appropriate technologies. 

Elementary - Computer Technology 

1. Computers as tools for design, modeling, information processing, communication, and system control, have 
greatly increased human productivity and knowledge. 

Students: 

· use the computer as a tool for generating and drawing ideas 

· control computerized devices and systems through programming. 

. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

*Activate prior knowledge by explaining all the items inside the canvas bag are connected to a specific genre that we will be learning about.  List all the different genres before beginning the initiating activity.

The teacher will begin the unit by placing a large paper bag in front of the class. Inside are items that all are related to fairy tales. As each item is pulled from the bag students will make guesses on a numbered sheet of paper. Their goal is to decide how all these items are connected. Without giving any other information or clues the teacher slowly lifts each item from the bag, allowing students think time to make their predictions. After all the items have been revealed, the teacher will then survey student guesses. Response will be charted. Once all students have participated, the items connection to fairy tales will be disclosed! Parallels will be drawn to each item and the name of the related fairy tale.

BAG CONTENTS:(Items lifted from the bag in order: an apple-Snow White, mirror-Snow White, scissors-Rapunzel, fishing pole-Fisherman and His Wife, axe-Jack and the Beanstalk, frog-Frog Prince, pea-Princess and the Pea, pumpkin-Cinderella, picnic basket-Little red Riding Hood, black kettle-Three Little Pigs.)

The teacher will then move into activating the students prior knowledge about fairy tales (K-W-L). Each group will record what types of characteristics they believe make a story a fairy tale. Responses are then charted and discussed as a whole group.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

*Please note there is no designated time frame for each experience.  The experiences are scaffolding, therefore students must have an understanding of each experience before moving to the next experience. Teacher discretion needs to be used for timing.

Experience 1: 

Anticipatory: Students talk with a partner about a fairy tale they have read in the past and what they enjoyed specifically about it and why. Share responses as a whole group.

The teacher proceeds by posting and reviewing the brainstorming chart created by the students during the initiating activity. The list of characteristics that students “think” make a story a fairy tale will be used as an ongoing activity.  As we progress through the unit, the “K” aspect of that chart will be examined and determined as fact or fiction by students.

Present students a graphic organizer(attachment #1) that highlights the 3 main attributes that are common in all fairy tale genre: structural patterns, character patterns, and patterns of place. Take each category and review the subtopics that are in each one. 

· For structural patterns (use attachment #2-spaces on this attachment will be used when students do independent note-taking) Review that every fairy tale can have up to four structural patterns. Reinforce to students that not all four structural patterns may be evident in every fairy tale. As you review each category supply examples that fit in order for students to make the necessary connections. 

· For character patterns (use attachment #3-attachment 3a & 3b will be used when students do independent note-taking). The characters, people and animals who act like people, in fairy tales may all be classified in one of the seven categories listed on the outline. Sometimes a character will start the story as one kind of person and change to another by the end of the story. To decide which category a character belongs, the reader must pay attention to what the character does in the story. Reinforce that every fairy tale can have up to seven different types of characters within this genre. (On the character patterns outline examples are provided). 

· For patterns of place (use attachment #4-spaces on this attachment will be used when students do independent note-taking). Although the places are harder to figure out than the characters, they generally fit into a pattern of four zones or kinds of places-home, limbo, paradise and bad place. Review each category. (Examples are provided on this outline for students).

Experience 2:

 Using technology, students will listen and view the English Fairy Tale, Molly Whuppie.   

 http://ipl.lub.lu.se/youth/StoryHour/molly/mollycover.HTML   

Prior to viewing, divide students into 3 groups.  Each group will be responsible for listening for specific information (structural, character and setting patterns).  Review the criteria that exists within each category, so each group is aware of what they are listening for.  After the story, the teacher will chart as a whole group the components this fairy tale exhibited. Allow students from outside the group to help, if groups need that support.  

Experience 3:

In this experience students will be involved in a listening activity of a fairy tale. The teacher will read-aloud the fairy tale Jack and the Beanstalk. The first time through, the students will need to listen for the specific characteristics found within this genre. Again, the teacher is basically running the same activity as in experience #2, just using a different source.  The second time through, the teacher models reading one page at a time and note-taking onto the graphic organizers (use attachments #2-4). (Teachers prior need to take the attachments and turn them into overhead transparencies in order to model note-taking using the overhead projector). During the modeling process students are actively engaged in providing the teacher the needed information to record onto the organizers. The teacher will apply the "think-aloud" strategy in order to model for the students the thought-process and critical thinking they need to engage in, in order to interpret the needed criteria. This modeling process is crucial and needs to happen before students proceed into the next learning experience where they are independently choosing their own fairy tales and doing independent note-taking.

Experience 4:

Students self-select their own fairy tale book from a large range of choices presented by the teacher.  Students will read through their fairy tale one time for understanding.  The second time through students must follow the model of reading one page at a time and recording valuable information. (Students will do their note-taking on the attachments provided).    This process involves the critical-thinking aspect and will take time.  The prior experiences have allowed for students to see and understand that the information may not always be black and white.  Critical thinking must be applied in order to sift through the text and locate the specific criteria required.  Discussion (peer to peer or student to teacher) will need to occur during this experience.  The teacher conferencing is a vital aspect of this experience.  There is a specific location in the room designed for this conferencing.  **Teachers please note that students will come to you stating that they can’t find specific information.  In order to eliminate this, prior to students beginning this activity, state that coming to you and conveying they “can’t” is unacceptable.   In order to obtain teacher help they must present their dilemma in a question format.  For example, rather than saying,” I can’t find which character is the Villain,”  they need to turn that around and say, “According to the actions of this character, would that make him a villain?”  By setting this standard, you will provide for students an expectation that they can and must meet!  Addressing this is crucial, because it WILL happen.  Critical thinking demands effort that students need to apply and practice! 

 
CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


Culminating Performance #1~ Using the Microsoft program Power Point, students will take their note-taking information from their fairy tale organizers and place them into a presentation to share with the whole group. Students can design their slides however they wish, they will just need to include all of the information they have recorded.  Review rubrics so students understand the criteria they will be evaluated on prior to beginning this project.  Also the teacher needs to show a model.  Using the information recorded as a whole group from the fairy tale, Jack and the Beanstalk, the teacher needs to take that information and transform it into a power point presentation.  This example serves as a good visual and will serve as a good springboard for student questions prior to them beginning their projects.   Prior to the presentations review the essential questions(they should be posted and visual throughout the unit). Using the information they found within their fairy tales take the time to connect this information to your essential questions. This time will lend itself to great discussion of different cultures reflected within their fairy tales, as well as why these stories have endured for so many centuries.

Power Point Presentation​ Rubric

Fairy Tale______________________________Student______________________________________

· Each area will be graded by a 3-2-1 rubric; points to be totaled for final grade
Structural Patterns:



                        Grading Scale:
Things happen in 3’s


                  3~Included all structural patterns found in fairy tale

Importance of Position                                         2~Included some structural patterns found in fairy tale

Use of Repetition                                                  1~ Found at least one structural pattern within the  f.t.                 

Good is rewarded/Evil is punished 

Character Patterns:

1. Elder





3~Included more than 4 characters;

    presented supportive and accurate 

2. Hero                                                                            information of each character

3. True Love




               2~Included 4 characters; presented 

                                                                                  supportive and accurate information of 








     each character

4. Villain


5. Helper
                                                           1~Included less than 4 characters; presented

                                                                              supportive and accurate information of each

6. Messenger




             character

7. Friend

Setting Patterns:

1. Home





3~Included all setting patterns found in fairy 

                                                                                   tale

2. Limbo





2~Included some setting patterns found in 

                                                                                  fairy tale

3. Bad Place




1~Included at least one setting pattern found 

     fairy tale

4. Paradise                                                                

Mechanics:
1.Spelling







                        3~All slides used proper punctuation,   

 2.Organization




   correct spelling and ideas were presented








    in an organized manner

3.Sentence structure



            2~Many slides used proper punctuation, and     








    correct spelling and ideas presented in an 

                                                                                       organized manner








1~Few slides used proper punctuation,  








    correct spelling, ideas lacked an organized

                                                                                        manner

Note-taking Packets:

1.  Neatness




~worth a total of 10 points.

2.  Quality




~__________points earned

3. Completion of all sections

· Total Points earned ________out of  22 points         Scale:   19-22~A      7-10~D

· Grade:________________________________                     15-18~B      6 and less~U

                                                 11-14~C


Culminating Performance #2~Students will write an introduction and conclusion to a fairy tale.  The teacher will read the middle of a “lesser-known” fairy tale.  The students need to note-take onto a listening graphic organizer(attachment #5). This organizer provides students a concise format in order to organize the information provided.  Students are then instructed to write what happened before and after.  For organizational purposes, students are encouraged to complete their graphic organizer however they see fit, before proceeding to their rough drafts.  They will follow the steps of the writing process.  Final copies will be done by word processing.  Students are encouraged to illustrate their fairy tales. All stories will be read-aloud to the whole class and videotaped.  The attached rubrics will be used for assessment.  At the completion of this project, the original fairy tale will be read in its entirety.  Utilize video-taping when students share their reports and then organize a sign-up sheet so that students may bring the video home for an evening to share their learning with their family!

Lesser known Fairy Tales~ taken from Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm to use for the above activity:

“The Three Lazy Bones”       “ Hans the Hedgehog”

“The Gold Children”              “Mother Snow”

“The Water of Life”               “Manyfurs”

“The Golden Key”               “The Peasant’s Wise Daughter”

Development of Topic(Writing Rubric)

         1                         2                 3                     4                     5                           6

	*Little topic/idea development

*Few details, only slightly related to topic

*No evidence of organizational structure


	*Limited or weak topic development

*Some extraneous or loosely related material

*Organizational structure attempted but unclear
	*Topic development attempted and purposes addressed

*organizational structure reflects conventions such as beginning, middle, and end
	*Moderate topic/idea development

*Evident organizational pattern; text arranged in logical order

*Adequate supporting details

	*Full topic/idea development

*Clear and/or subtle organization

*Sufficient details to clearly communicate meaning

*Appropriate use of language
	*Rich topic/idea development

*Purpose and audience skillfully addressed

*Ample supporting details

*Organization integrally related to topics/ideas.

*Effective/rich use of language


Conventions of Writing(Rubric)

 1                        2                  3                     4                  5                            6

	*Limited or inappropriate vocabulary so meaning is not clear

*Serious errors that interfere with communication

*Gross errors in word usage and spelling, punctuation, and capitalization so that communication is impeded.
	*Limited vocabulary

*Word usage and spelling errors that interfere with communication

*Knowledge of conventions such as punctuation and capitalization indicated but not consistent.
	*Limited vocabulary but suited to topic

*Word usage and spelling errors evident; some interference with communication

* Conventions related to spelling, capitalization and punctuation observed but not consistent
	*Generally good use of grammar, usage, mechanics, and punctuation

*Few errors which do not interfere with communication

*Mostly simple sentences but evident of ability to use complex sentences to relate ideas
	*Variety of simple and complex sentences

*Consistent standard use of grammar, usage, mechanics and punctuation


	*Full and skillful control of sentence structure, grammar, and usage

*Full control of mechanics

*Wide use of punctuation in a way that enhances writing style and communicated rich meaning




**adapted from Guided Reading~ I.Fontas & G.S. Pinnell

Public-Speaking Rubric

Can be used for both power point presentation, as well as when students read-aloud their fairy tale

	Interest to audience
	  1

 interesting
	       2                  
	      3
	      4                          
	     5

not very interesting

	Pacing
	   1

even, smooth
	       2
	      3                
	     4
	    5

too fast

	Volume of Voice
	    1

strong
	      2                    
	       3 


	     4
	    5

too soft

	Presentation
	     1

organized
	      2
	       3
	     4
	     5

      no organization

	Eye Contact
	     1

eyes scanned audience
	      2
	       3
	      4
	     5

didn’t look at audience

	Proper English
	    1

correct English
	     2
	     3                
	     4
	      5

used uh, um, like too often


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS

· Students need to know how to use Power Point program

· Students need to know how to word process

· Utilize the Writing Process

 

MODIFICATIONS

· This unit is designed so that all students can participate.  Students who have IEP’s  will have their individual modifications met by either the classroom teachers or the special education teacher.

· One modification that needs to be made is providing those students who are not strong readers a fairy tale that they will be successful reading and interpreting, preferably one that they have prior knowledge to.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN

· This unit is designed to be a three-week unit.  Students will spend 40 minutes each day for this unit.  Word-processing will be given additional time, which will vary throughout the week.  Scheduling this extra time will be necessary because creating a power point presentation can be a timely task.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE

· Word processing-Microsoft Word

· Experience with Power Point program

· Internet usage

· Use of scanner to add pictures into their Power Point presentations

· Use of video-taping when reading their fairy tales

Reflection

To be successful in doing this unit you must utilize your school librarian.  Prior to this unit we arranged for four of their library class times to consist of teaching students how to use the Power Point program, as well as how to scan pictures into their presentations.  For practice, all students created a Power Point presentation about themselves.  This activity provided a good amount of practice with this program, it was a high-interest activity and it lent itself beautifully to preparing students for this fairy tale unit. Also, your essential questions need to be posted during this unit and discussed after each learning experience.  Such discussion of these questions needs to be ongoing throughout the unit.  All in all, this unit have proven to quite successful and of high interest to the students.  

Attachments

(#1)

**this can be displayed as a flow chart**

Fairy Tales

Structural Patterns
              Character Patterns                              Patterns of Place
Things happen in 3’s

         Elder




Home

Importance of Position
         Hero




Limbo

Use of Repetition

         Villain




Bad Place

Good is rewarded/Evil punished     True Love                                               Paradise

                                                         Helper

                                                         Friend

                                                         Messenger

(#2)

Structural Patterns:

*When making copies place additional lines under each category for note-taking activity

1)Things can happen in threes- three tasks, three characters, three wishes

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) There can be an importance of position- the third character introduced, who seems least likely to succeed, does!!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) There is sometimes a use of repetition-things, events repeat themselves.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Good is rewarded and evil is punished!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(#3)

Character Patterns:

1) ELDER~ the elder is a person, usually a man, who may be a ruler.  Sometimes he is the father of the hero, sometimes not.  Often the elder has a problem or a disability.  He may be sick or close to death, or he may have recently become poor.  We call this kind of character the Disabled Elder.  The elder does not move around much in the story; he doesn’t have adventures. (Ex: Hansel and Gretal’s father, the poor woodcutter is considered a disabled elder)

2) The HERO/HEROINE~ this person is the most important one in the story and can either be male or female.  To keep it simple, we will call this person the Hero whether male or female.  The best way to find the Hero in the story is to ask the following questions:

· Who gets the most out of the story?

· Who wins?

· Who benefits the most from what happens in the story?

Another important thing about the Hero is that he or she travels, often up and down, If there are mountains to climb or wells or caverns to go down in, the Hero will do it.(An example of a hero is Jack in Jack and the Beanstalk)
3) The TRUE LOVE~ If the story has a male hero, the True Love will be a female, and if the hero is a female, the True Love will be a male. The True Love is beautiful, young and single, and marriage to the True Love is one of the hero’s rewards.(Cinderella’s Prince Charming is an example of true love).

4) The VILLAIN~ To make a story interesting, every story must have some conflict which is provided by the Villain.  The Villain can be male, female or monster.  He or she does bad things to the Hero or the True Love. The Hero often has to fight the Villain.  Giants, witches, dragons, wicked stepmothers, jealous brothers or sisters can all be the Villain in a fairy tale.(Hansel and Gretal’s witch is a good example of a villain)

5) The HELPER~ Often a magical person with special powers, the Helper gives the Hero important gifts, advice or information.  Sometimes the Helper tests the Hero and other characters in the story and the Hero is the only person who passes the test, sometimes only by being kind and good. Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother is a Helper.(Cinderella’s fairy godmother is a helper)

6) The FRIEND~ This person is the Hero’s friend and is sometimes his or her servant.  The Friend often frees or is freed by the Hero. For example, Snow White’s Friends, twice freed her from the effects of the witches spell.(The Seven Dwarfs are Snow White’s friends)

7) The MESSENGER~ This character just brings information. 

(The queen’s servant in Rumplestilskin, who gathers names for her, is a messenger.)

Character:______________________________

Who?__________________________________

Why?__________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

*Character Graphic Organizer(ABOVE-enlarge & copy 7 for note-taking)~students write which character is represented in the fairy tale and then record why according to the character traits on guide.  

(#4)

Patterns of Place:
1)HOME~ this is usually the Hero’s home and it is an ordinary place.  It is not magical, but it may be a cottage or a castle.

2) LIMBO~ is a shadowy place that seems dangerous.  Changes can happen here, deals are made.  It is often dark forest as in Hansel and Gretel where the children lose their way.  It seems dangerous to them, but this is not the place where they meet any real danger.

3)PARADISE~this is a good place, where dreams come true.  Here the hero gets his heart’s desire.  However, there is often some kind of monster in Paradise that must be overcome. The gingerbread house in Hansel and Gretel is Paradise for two hungry children but the witch is the monster who must be conquered before they can enjoy the rewards of the house and its treasures.

4) The BAD PLACE~ the only thing that people want from this place is to escape! There is real danger or unhappiness here for the hero.  The witch’s oven is the bad place in Hansel and Gretel.

Places                       Title_______________________________________________


Home

Limbo

Paradise

Bad Place

 

