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OVERVIEW
 In my Studio Art Course, students are expected to complete a variety of assignments using several different mediums, while studying the styles of a variety of artists.  Students in this class are expected to understand when it is appropriate to use certain mediums, how to create the most effective piece of artwork, how to identify certain artist's works and how to read and evaluate critiques.  This unit of study is a culmination of my studio art course. It allows students to share what they have learned over the semester while continuing to gain knowledge about a specific artist and create an original piece of artwork. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
PRIVATE
Declarative 

Students will:
Procedural 

Students will:

· Learn why a specific artist created art in the form that they did
· Write a research paper

· analyze an artist and their work
· write a critique on a specific piece of artwork

· learn how artists communicate their feelings through their art
· create a reproduction of a piece of artwork

· enhance their understanding of the elements of design
· refine critique process

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. How can art be used as an outlet for a person's emotions? 

2. How are the elements of design in visual arts a reflection of feelings?

3. How can artists determine which medium is most effective for a piece of artwork?

4. Why is it important to know how to critique a piece of artwork?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
The following standards will be formally assessed:

THE ARTS
Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 

Students will make works of art that explore different kinds of subject matter. topics, themes and metaphors. Students will understand and use sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive images to communicate their own ideas in works of art. Students will use a variety of art materials. processes, mediums, and techniques, and use appropriate technologies for creating and exhibiting visual art works.

Students:

•
create art works in which they use and evaluate different kinds of mediums, subjects, themes, symbols, metaphors and images

•
demonstrate an increasing level of competence in using the elements and principles of art to create art work for public exhibition

•
reflect on their developing work to determine the effectiveness of selected mediums and techniques for conveying meaning and adjust their decisions accordingly

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting the individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor and thought. 

Students will reflect on, interpret, and evaluate works of art, using language of art criticism. Students will analyze the visual characteristics of the natural and built environment and explain the social, cultural, psychological, and environmental dimensions of the visual arts. Students will compare the ways in which a variety of ideas, themes, and concepts are expressed throughout the visual arts with the ways they are expresses in other disciplines.

Students:

•
use the language or art criticism by reading and discussing critical reviews in newspapers and journals and by writing their own critical responses to works of art

•
explain the visual and other sensory qualities in art and nature and their relation to the social environment

•
analyze and interpret the ways in which political, cultural, social, religious, and psychological concepts and themes have been explored in visual art

•
develop connections between the ways ideas, themes, and concepts are expressed throughout the visual arts and other disciplines in everyday life

The following standards will be referred to throughout the unit but will not be formally assessed. In order to complete a satisfactory product, students will be required to apply these standards to their project.

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social Communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and Listeners, they will use the social communications of others to Enrich their understanding of people and their views.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
The teacher will handout THE BIG CHANGE graphic organizer (see attached). This will be used to help students stay focused and on task throughout the activity. Students will use this as their independent recording tool so that they have organized ideas to share during partner, group or whole class discussions.  

The teacher will then present Starry Night by VanGogh. The teacher will ask students to interpret what they see. They will record their observations on their organizer. This will be discussed in small groups and then as a class. The teacher will make sure that the following areas are discussed: medium, shading, contrast, and proportion. 

The teacher will then ask students to determine the one thing they would like to change about the piece. Students will generate responses and reasons to support them. Once students have had a chance to make suggestions for improvement, the teacher will read two different critiques based on the piece of artwork. Students will actively listen and record at least 3 ideas of the authors. 


The teacher will then ask students to share some of the notes from the critique. The teacher will then read to students a critique that was written by the teacher. The critique will include the changes that the teacher felt should be made and then support them with reasons. After the teacher had read this, they will read a written report on the artist that helps explain the artists style and other information, as explained in the information sheet. Then the teacher will show a final copy of the piece of artwork they created, using their critique. For example if the teacher felt that the shading and contrast were not "right", they would recreate the artwork changing those things. 

The teacher will hand out the overview of the Project and go over this with the class. Students will be allowed to ask questions and begin brainstorming ideas. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

There will be three major experiences during this unit. They will include: writing an art history paper, participating in an art criticism experience and reproducing the critiqued artwork. Because an Art class is different from many other educational courses, students work independently and get assistance from the teacher on an as needed basis. Students will use the initiating activity as a model for their projects, but the teacher will have a variety of samples for viewing.

During the three-week period this unit takes, students will be following a specified lesson format. The format will be as follows.

Anticipatory Set: The teacher will provide 2-3 samples of artwork. Students will be allowed to look and discuss the items in small groups. Students will then determine the strengths and weaknesses for each piece. 

Verbal Interaction: The teacher will allow students to share observations about the items viewed.

Sample Work: The teacher will then show all parts of the assignment. There will be samples that show the beginning, middle and end of a project.

Discussion of Pitfalls: The teacher will give students some helpful hints for creating their projects/papers. This will be done based on personal experiences and from observing student work. 

Independent Work Time

Closure: This time is used to answer individual questions, for students to view the teacher sample and the samples provided during the anticipatory set, or for students to begin working. 

 

ART HISTORY & REPRODUCTION

Assignment Outline

During this course students have been asked to study the artwork of several different artists.  Each lesson the students have completed has concluded with the students participating in a written and verbal critique of the artwork created by the members of the class.  In this unit students will be asked to research an artist whose artwork they feel is particularly interesting and complete a variety of activities that will enhance their understanding of the artist and his or her art work.

Students will need to research an artist whose artwork they find particularly interesting.  In the classroom I have a book that includes sample artwork from great artists throughout history and another book of great artists of the 20th century.  The students will be able to use these books to choose the artist they would like to study further.

Once the students have selected an artist to study, they will have to complete the following three assignments:

ART HISTORY PAPER

Students choose an artist to study and complete a research paper on the life of the artist. The content of the paper should cover where the artist is from, when he was born, what art movement he was associated it with and other art works he created.  The paper should also identify what influenced the artist artwork during his life.  It is expected that students use at least three sources for the paper and at least one must be from the Internet.  I do not require footnotes but I do expect that it be typed and have a cover page and bibliography.

CRITIQUE


Throughout the year, students have participated in critiques of their own artwork and that of their fellow classmates.  Students have also had many opportunities to discuss the artwork of the artists that are studied in class so that students are familiar with the critique process.  I will provide the students with the outline of what is expected for the parts of the assignment listed below.

ART CRITISISM EXPERIENCE


In this assignment students will be asked to critique the artwork from the artist they have chosen to study for this unit.  If they feel that there are areas in the artwork that they may have done differently if they were the artist, they will make sure to make those comments clear to the reader in their critique. The critique should be four paragraphs long and include the following information in each paragraph.

PARAGRAPH 1 DESCRIPTION


In this paragraph, describe what is seen when looking at the picture. The opening sentence should let the reader know the artist and artwork that will be critiqued. Stick to the facts and leave any opinions out until later in the critique. Include what colors were used and what mediums where used to create the artwork.  Look closely for details and discuss the shapes, values and relationship things have in proportion to each other.

PARAGRAPH 2 CONSTRUCTION


In this paragraph, describe how things were put together in the artwork. Discuss what elements of design have been used in creating the artwork.  Information such as where is the center of interest, the location of the light source, is the artwork symmetrical or asymmetrical and if the artist used repetition in the artwork to create his or her design should be included in this paragraph.

PARAGRAPH 3 INTERPRETATION


In this paragraph, describe what the artist was trying to communicate to the viewer in the artwork.  What is the meaning or mood of the artwork?  Describe any symbolism the artist used.  Discuss the art movements or cultures that influenced the artist.  The information acquired about the artist during the research paper should be of a great deal of use in this part of the critique.

PARAGRAPH 4 JUDGEMENT


In this paragraph, offer an opinion on the artwork and explain whether the artwork was successful.  Describe the strengths of the artwork and what areas the artist could have done differently.  Discuss how effective the artist was at communicating the message or meaning described in paragraph three.  Evaluate the artist use of the elements of design discussed in paragraph two and his or her handling of the medium.

REPRODUCTION

This assignment will require that a reproduction of the artwork that was critiqued be created. When creating the reproduction I expect the changes that you listed in paragraph four of the critique to be included.  The medium or mediums used to create the reproduction is an individual preference.  Use any medium that has been used this year in class but I suggest picking the medium that has been utilized the most successfully.  The artwork needs to have a border and I will provide the best paper for the medium you have chosen.
NOTE:

Students are given a criteria checklist or rubric at the beginning of the project. In the case of this unit, students were actually given three checklists; one as each new assignment was given. The criteria sheet lays out the expectations as well as directions for the assignments. This is gone over thoroughly in class before any materials are taken out to begin working. 

As the projects develop, students are able to conference with their peers as well as the teacher. They are encouraged to take their work home to get constructive feedback from their parents and siblings. 

At the end of the project, students critique each other's work and provide feedback. Students also write a short reflective piece on their work that outlines any problems or situations they encountered while working. They are also asked to compare their product to their artistic ability.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

Students will be required to present their final Recreating A Masterpiece to the class. This will be done over 3 class periods. The student presenting must show the original piece of artwork, highlight their research report, share their critique, show the reproduction and point out the changes. The teacher will use the criteria sheets for grading the projects. Each student who is an audience member for a recreation, must write a five sentence critique. This must include the strengths and weaknesses of the assignment, and any other information they want to share. These will be returned to the presenting student with the teacher grade sheet, AFTER the teacher has reviewed all of the comments. The critiques count as a participation grade for class.

RUBRICS/Scoring Tools

Assignment #1

Research Paper


   Element #1

Content
Element #2

Presentation
Element #3

Mechanics and Spelling

A
· Shows a sound understanding of the artist, what art movement he was associated with and other art works he created, identifies what influenced the artist's artwork during his life. 

· Used at least three sources and at least one from the Internet
· Neat in appearance

· Ideas presented in an orderly fashion, paper is easy to follow
· Writing is free of mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

B
· Shows some understanding of the artist, what art movement he was associated with and other art works he created, identifies what influenced the artist's artwork during his life. 

· Used at least three sources 
· Neat in appearance

· Most ideas presented in an orderly fashion, paper  is easy to follow
· A few mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

C
· Shows little understanding of the artist, what art movement he was associated with and other art works he created, identifies what influenced the artist's artwork during his life. 

· Used some sources
· Some ideas flow, but some areas are lacking order

· Format is not easy to follow
· Many mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors

D
· Shows no understanding of the artist, what art movement he was associated with and other art works he created, identifies what influenced the artist's artwork during his life. 

· No sources cited
· Project incomplete

· Material in no apparent order

· Paper  cannot be followed-makes little or no sense


· Mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors interfere with intended meaning

Assignment #2

The Art Critique


Description
Analysis
Interpretation
Judgement

A
· Sticks to the facts

· All elements listed

· Takes note of hues, values, shapes, forms, textures and spatial relationships
· Thorough description of how the work is organized
· Excellent interpretation of the meaning, mood, ideas, explains symbolism, shares influences 
· Fully explains and supports the strengths and weaknesses or the artwork

B
· Based mainly on the facts

· Most elements listed

· Takes note of hues, values, shapes, forms, textures and spatial relationships
· Decent description of how the work is organized
· Good interpretation of the meaning, mood, ideas, explains symbolism, shares influences
· Explains and supports the strengths and weaknesses or the artwork

C
· Some facts

· Some elements listed

· Takes some note of hues, values, shapes, forms, textures and spatial relationships
· Minimal description of how the work is organized
· Lacking interpretation of the meaning, mood, ideas, explains symbolism, shares influences
· Minimally explains and supports the strengths and weaknesses or the artwork

D
· Doesn't use facts to describe

· Few elements listed
· Takes little note of hues, values, shapes, forms, textures and spatial relationships
· Lacking description of how the work is organized
· Missing interpretation of the meaning, mood, ideas, explains symbolism, shares influences
· Does not explain or support the strengths and weaknesses of the artwork

Assignment #3
Reproduction Piece

ROUGH SKETCH (30 POINTS)


You will need to create a contour line drawing of the artwork.  I will not give you the paper to start your final until you have a strong rough sketch.

PAGE SETUP (10 POINTS)


The paper you create the cover on will be 5x the size of the photocopy you are working from with a 1 inch border around the image.  So if your picture was 2 x 4 then your recreation will be 10 x 20.  The size of the paper you would do your final on then would be 12 x 22 adding a 1 inch border all the way around the image.

REPRODUCTION (40 POINTS)


You can render the image in any medium that you would like with the understanding that you must be changing what you discussed in your critique.  The only aspects of the artwork that you can change are those that you determined in your critique!

OVERALL PRESENTATION (20 POINTS)


This is a rather difficult project so take your time.  I want your final picture to be very neat and to show a lot of good craftsmanship.  I will be grading this project very hard so put your very best effort forward.

ROUGH SKETCH (30 POINTS)




______

PAGE SETUP (10 POINTS)





______

RECREATION (40 POINTS)





______

OVERALL PRESENTATION (20 POINTS)


         ______

NOTES:

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 In order to succeed in this learning unit, students need to know how to write a research report, and be familiar with a variety of Studio Art terms. Students also need to be able to think critically.  Students need to follow directions, use their artistic skills and be creative. 

MODIFICATIONS
 Some students have mini-deadlines set for them, so that they can be successful. Students who work very well independently are given one deadline.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 
The planning of these activities was about eight hours. That time included finding web sites, collecting art pieces, making sample projects, gathering resources, and writing the plans and assessment pieces. 

The daily time allotted to work on this was 40 minutes over a period of three weeks. Many students realized that this was not enough time to complete a project successfully, so many students worked during study halls as well as at home and before and after school.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 
One area that I felt was particularly important during this unit was the use of technology. Often it is difficult to find a variety of samples for students to see. By allowing students to use the Internet, they were able to see artwork in detail, find critiques on the pieces and use it as a research tool for the artist they chose. 



























