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OVERVIEW
The reading and quilts unit is a language arts unit developed to nurture a love of reading with a connection to well known quilt patterns and to feature different authors and illustrators.  This unit is literature based and spans a period of four to five weeks incorporating reading, writing, and technology skills.  The unit focuses on the history and origins of various quilt patterns and is designed for use with first and second grade students.  

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Recognizes that there are different kinds of libraries 
Explores the local public library and the school library

Knows the parts of a friendly letter 
Locates favorite books in the card catalog and on the library shelves

Understands there are many authors and illustrators
Creates a class list of favorite authors

Understands the history of quilting
Completes a chart about their favorite author & presents the information to the class



 Identifies simple quilt patterns
Writes sentences stating why the book is his/her favorite


Writes a friendly letter to your favorite author

 
 E-Mails your favorite author


 Uses the online card catalog


 Knows how to access and use e-mail

 
 Reads and listens to books about quilts

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Why do people make quilts?

Why are there many different quilt patterns?

Why do we have all kinds of libraries?

What do authors and illustrators do and why are there so many of them?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS 
English Language Arts

Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information. 

Standard 2: Language for Literacy Response and Expression 

Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation. 

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences; ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

Students will listen, speak, read, and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the Accepted conventions of the English language for effective social Communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and Listeners, they will use the social communications of others to Enrich their understanding of people and their views. 

Mathematics, Science, and Technology

Standard 2: Information Systems 

Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

 

The Arts 

Standard 1: Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts 

Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and participate in various roles in the arts. 
Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources 

Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and resources available for participation in the arts in various roles. 

Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Contributions of the Arts 

Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces that shape artistic communication and how the arts turn shape the diverse cultures of past and present society. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Question:  
Are there different kinds of libraries?

Purpose:

Students will learn about and visit different kinds of libraries.

Standards:

ELA #1 

Materials:

School & Public Libraries

Quilt square patterns

Crayons

Procedure: 

1. Students will visit both the School Library and the Public Library. The Library Media Specialist (LMS) and the classroom teacher will accompany students on a field trip to the Public Library.  The librarian will introduce students to new books in the library and take students on a tour of the library.  Students will then color a quilt square to add to the paper quilt for the Public Library.

2. The LMS will read Can You Guess Where We’re Going? by Elvira Woodruff.   Through discussion students will compare and contrast the public and school libraries.  

Closure:

Students will brainstorm a list of other libraries they have visited or they know about. 

Assessment:  (Listening/Speaking Checklist) 

Students will be able to express orally that there are different kinds of libraries and they will listen while others are discussing different kinds of libraries.

Calendar - 2 Lessons

Listening/Speaking Checklist

Student Name

Listens to others
Looks at speaker
raises hand to speak
makes comments about topic



talks when others are speaking
does not look at speaker
interupts speaker
comments are not about topic

does not speak at all
other comments









































































































































































































































































































































































LEARNING EXPERIENCES
.
Learning Experience # 1

Question: 

How many authors are there?

Purpose:  

To understand that there are many authors and illustrators.

Standards:

ELA #1

Materials:

Index cards with letters of the alphabet

Procedure:

1. The Library Media Specialist (LMS) will give each student two index cards with letters of the alphabet.  Students will be instructed that there are many books in the library written by different people and that the Easy Section books are placed on the shelf according to the first three letters of the author’s last name.  Students will be given index cards with the letters of the author’s last name.  They will then locate two books with the letters that they have been given.  The two books will be by different authors.

2. Students will share the titles and authors of the books they located and make a list of all the different authors they have discovered.  Students will repeat this lesson until they have a list of 40-50 authors.  

Closure:

Using the list of authors generated, the students will decide who is their favorite author.

Assessment (Title/Author Checklist) 

Students are able to correctly identify the title and author of the books they have located and to understand that there are many authors and illustrators. 

Calendar - 1 or 2 Lessons depending on length

Title/Author Checklist

Student Name

Knows Title of Book
Knows author of book
Knows there are many different authors  & Illustrators
other comments









































































































































































Learning Experience #2

Question: 

How do you find your favorite Easy Book on the library shelf?

Purpose:  

Students will learn how to locate books in the Easy Section of the library and how to use the online catalog.

Standards:

ELA #1, MST # 2

Materials:

Online card catalog

Index cards & markers

Skill sheet for call numbers and authors & pencils

Procedure:

1. Teacher will ask students to brainstorm titles of their favorite Easy Book.  The class will develop a favorite book list.  Each student will then decide on his or her favorite Easy Book.  

2. The Library Media Specialist (LMS) will inform students that each book in the library has an address and that the Easy Section books are placed on the shelf according to the first three letters of the author’s last name.  Students will be given an index card with the first letter of their last name.  They will then line up in alphabetical order and find the shelf where their book would be if they were an author.

3. The online catalog is used to find books in the library.  Students will have a skill sheet with the title of the book.  The students will be instructed to use the online catalog to find the call number and author of their favorite Easy Book. Students will then go to the shelves to find their favorite Easy Book.

Closure:

Students will show their favorite Easy Book to the class and explain why it is their favorite.

Assessment: ( Location of Easy Books Checklist) 

Students are able to correctly place themselves in front of the correct location on the shelf as if he/she were an author.  Students are able to use the card catalog to complete the skill sheet and then locate their favorite Easy Book on the shelf.  

Calendar - 1 or 2 Lessons depending on length

Location of Easy Books Checklist

Student Name

Knows Location of Easy Books
Knows  HOw to Use the Card Catalog 
Works quietly in the Library 
other comments









































































































































































Name  ____________________________

Date ______________________________

Favorite Easy Book

Title:  __________________________________

Author:  __________________________________

Call Number:  

__________________________________

 
Learning Experience #3

Question:  Where can you find information about the author?
Purpose:

Students will discover how to find information about the author of a book.

Standards:

ELA #1, ELA #2

Materials:

Favorite books of students/online card catalog

Author information chart & pencils

Procedure:  

With the help of the LMS, the students will locate one of their favorite books in the school library.  The LMS will ask students if they know anything about their favorite author.  The LMS will then instruct students to locate the paragraph on the back of the inside jacket that tells about the author.  With the help of the LMS and high school students, students will read the information about their author and complete the author information chart.

Closure:  Students will share the information they found with the rest of the class.

Assessment: (Sharing Rubric)

Students will be able to tell the class about their favorite author using complete sentences and looking at the audience.

Calendar - 2 lessons

NAME ____________________________________

DATE_____________________________________

Author Information Chart

Choose one book by your favorite author.

Read the information about the author in the back of the book.

Fill in the following chart with information you learned about your favorite author.  









Sharing Rubric

4
Tells four things about his/her author

Looks at audience when sharing

Starts when people are listening

3
Tells three things about his/her author

Looks at the audience when sharing

Starts when people are listening

2
Tells two things about his/her author

Looks at audience part of the time when sharing

Starts before people are listening

1
Tells one thing about his/her author

Never looks at audience when sharing

Starts before people are listening

Learning Experience #4

Question:

How do you write a friendly letter?  How do you electronically send a friendly letter to someone via the Internet?

Purpose: 

Students will be able to write a friendly letter to their favorite author.  Students will use a computer to construct their letter.

Standards: 

ELA #1, ELA #3, MST#2

Materials:  

LCD projector, computer, printer, television, Internet

Procedure:  

1. Students will view a friendly letter on the television via the use of the computer and the LCD projector.  Students will be asked to observe the titles of each component of the letter to include the heading, greeting, body, closing, and the signature. 

2. Students will brainstorm questions that they would like to ask the author of their favorite book. Students will write a friendly letter to their favorite author on the computer based upon the sample letter shown the previous lesson.

Closure:  

Students will learn how to electronically send the friendly letter they have composed for their favorite author.  They will open Pegasus mail or any other e-mail service and click on the icon pen and paper to compose the letter.  Students will fill in the email address of their favorite author provided by their teacher. At “to”, students will click on the white writing section and write the letter to the author.  Then the students will hit the send icon to forward the email to the author’s address.

Assessment: (Letter Writing Rubric)
The Letter Writing Rubric for the final writing draft will be used.

Calendar – 2 lessons

Letter Writing Rubric


Friendly Letter

4
*Focuses on assigned topic

*Combines ideas and uses a variety of sentences

*Requests specific information about the author

*Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has few if any errors

*Goes above and beyond what is assigned

*Sends an e-mail independently

3
*Most of the information focuses on assigned topic

*Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has a few errors but does not impact meaning

*Requests specific information about the author

*Uses adequate details and descriptions

*Completes assignment

*Sends an e-mail with very little help

2
*Attempts to focus on assigned topic

*Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has a lot of errors

*Requests some of the specific information about the author

*Uses few details and descriptions

*May not complete assignment

*Sends an e-mail with much help

1
*Does not focus on assigned topic

*Spelling, grammar, and punctuation has a lot of errors

*Does not request any information about the author

*Does not include description and details

*Does not complete assignment

*Is not able to send an e-mail

Learning Experience #5

Question:

What is the history of quilting?  How did the different patterns for quilting come about?

Purpose: 

Students will listen to the story; Eight Hands Round : A Patchwork Alphabet,  written by Ann Whitford Paul.  This book discusses many different quilting patterns.

Standards:
ELA #1, ELA #2, ELA#4, THE ARTS #4

Materials:  

The book, Eight Hands Round : A Patchwork Alphabet, written by Ann Whitford Paul, construction paper, pencils, crayons, simple quilt designs, (log cabin design, windmill design, and a postage stamp design)

Procedure:  

Students will listen to the story; Eight Hands Round : A Patchwork Alphabet, written by Ann Whitford Paul.  Ask the students why the quilts were made up of worn-out clothing and scraps of left over material from the dresses and shirts they had sewn.  Where did the people get their ideas for the designs and names of patchwork patterns for their quilts?  Divide the students into three groups and ask that each group create a paper quilt using one of these quilt designs, log cabin, windmill, or a postage stamp mentioned in the book.

Closure:  

Students will put their patchwork quilt designs together to make a paper quilt.

Assessment: (Coloring Rubric) 

Informal monitoring by the teacher will be ongoing during the coloring of the quilt designs.  A rubric for the coloring of the Patterned Quilt Design will be used.

Calendar - 1 lesson

Coloring Rubric


Patterned Quilt Designs

4
*Art work is neat and colored in the lines

*The patchwork quilt is put together correctly

3
*Most of the art work is neat

*One or two parts of the patterns are left out of the paper quilt

2
*Art work is complete, but is blurred in places

*Many parts of the patterns are not put together correctly

1
*Art work is messy, and out of control

*Most parts of the pattern quilt are missing

Learning Experience #6

Question:

What is a quilt?  What makes up a quilt?

Purpose: 

The students will discuss what a quilt is. Students will discuss their favorite memories. The students will associate a patchwork quilt with memories. Students will listen to a story called The Patchwork Quilt. Students will answer critical thinking questions about the characters, Tanya and her Grandmother, in the book, The Patchwork Quilt.  Students will be asked to create a patch for a classroom quilt that would represent their thoughts about their favorite memory for the front of the quilt, and a patch of their favorite author for the back of their quilt.

Standards: 

ELA #1, ELA #2, ELA #4, THE ARTS #4

Materials:  
The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy, pieces of material for the quilt, crayons, pencils, scissors, white dry erase board, dry erase markers

Procedure: 

Students will be asked to share with their neighbor what a quilt is.  Read the first page and part of the second page of the book, The Patchwork Quilt, and ask what do you think Tanya’s Grandmother is using those patchwork quilts pieces for?  Read the rest of the book and ask the students why did the Grandmother use all the scrap material for the quilt?  Why did the Tanya cut a piece of material from her Grandmother’s quilt that was on her bed and why did the Grandmother use a piece of material from each of the family members for the quilt?  Ask the students what their favorite memory is and what piece of material or piece of clothing they would share with the class if they were going to share a piece of memory with the class. Ask the students to tell a friend what a patchwork quilt is after reading the book.  Students will also create a patch for the back of the quilt sharing their favorite author.

Closure: 

Students will share with the class what they think a quilt is.  Each student will be asked what piece of material would they use if they were asked to pick a special piece and why they chose that piece.

Assessment:  (Informal Assessment)

Record the student’s responses on a white dry erase board for the questions what a quilt is and what piece of material they would use.

Calendar – 1 lesson

Learning Experience #7a

Question:  

What is a simple quilt pattern?

Purpose: 

Students will listen to the story, The Quilt-Block History of Pioneer Days, written by Mary Cobb.  Students will look at samples of different quilt patterns.  Students will make a Quilt Block Bookmark with the Hit or Miss Design, Susannah Design, and/or the Square in a Square Design. 

Standards:  

ELA #1, THE ARTS # 1, THE ARTS  #3, THE ARTS  #4

Materials:  

The Quilt-Block History of Pioneer Days, written by Mary Cobb, copies of the bookmark and the three different quilt designs, crayons, pencils

Procedure: 

Students will listen to the story, The Quilt-Block History of Pioneer Days, written by Mary Cobb.  Students will listen to the history of the pioneers who traveled from Europe to America during the 1600’s.  Students will learn the significance of quilts during this time period.  Students will also hear how quilts became to be known as a way for the pioneer women to tell the story of the settling of the country in a very special art form. Students will look at the samples of different quilt patterns.  Students will make a Quilt Block Bookmark with the Hit or Miss Design, Susannah Design, and/or the Square in a Square Design.

Closure:  

Students will have completed the Quilt Block Bookmark.

Assessment: (Bookmark Coloring Rubric)
A rubric for the coloring of the bookmark will be used.

Calendar – 1 lesson

Bookmark Coloring Rubric


Bookmarks 

4
*Art work is neat and colored in the lines

3
*Most of the art work is neat and inside the lines

2
*Art work is complete but is messy

1
*Art work is incomplete, messy, and out of control

Learning Experience # 7b

Question: 

Are there many different quilt patterns?

Purpose: 

Read books about quilts and recognize simple quilt patterns.

Standards:

ELA # 1, THE ARTS #1, THE ARTS # 2, THE ARTS #4
1 

Materials:

Selina and the Bear Paw Quilt by Barbara Smucker

Reuben and the Quilt by Merle Good

Texas Star by Barbara Cole

Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt by Lisa Campbell Ernst

Bear Paw, Log Cabin, and Texas Star quilt patterns

crayons and/or markers

construction paper, glue, scissors

Procedure:

1. The Library Media Specialist (LMS) will read books about quilts to the students. Students will discuss characters and setting of each book.

2. Students will discuss the Texas Star pattern, Log Cabin pattern, and the Bear Paw pattern.  Students will color or cut paper patterns and combine patterns to make Bear Paw, Log Cabin, and Texas Star quilts.

Closure:

Read the book Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt by Lisa Campbell Ernst. Discuss the many different quilt patterns in the borders.

Assessment (Simple Quilt Patterns Checklist) 

Students will be able to recognize simple quilt patterns.

Calendar – 4 lessons

Simple Quilt Patterns Checklist

Student Name

Recognizes Texas Star Pattern
Recognizes Bear Paw Pattern
Recognizes Log Cabin Pattern
other

comments









































































































































































Learning Experience #8

Question:

What can the patchwork patterns and their names tell us about the season and early life in this country?

Purpose:  

Students will listen to the story, The Seasons Sewn, written by Ann Whitford Paul. Students will observe different patchwork designs and how they correlate with the history of the past.  Students will create their own patchwork design that would represent what is happening now in the world that someone could view a hundred years from now.

Standards:
ELA #1, #2, THE ARTS #1, THE ARTS #2, THE ARTS #4

Materials: 
The Seasons Sewn, written by Ann Whitford Paul, construction paper, markers, crayons, pencils

Procedure: 

Students will listen to the story, The Seasons Sewn, written by Ann Whitford Paul. Students will observe different patchwork designs and how they correlate with the history of the past.  Students will identify three mystery designs at the end of the book that were acknowledged in the book.  Students will create their own patchwork design that would represent what is happening now in the world that someone could view a hundred years from now.

Closure:  

Students will share with the class their patchwork design and explain what the patchwork design represents.

Assessment: (Patchwork Design Rubric)
A rubric for the patchwork quilt design will be used.

Calendar- 4 lessons




 Patchwork Design Rubric


Presentation
Patchwork Design

4
*Shows what he/she is presenting

*Looks at audience when sharing

*Clearly describes what his/her patchwork represents
*Art work is neat, colored within the lines created

*The design represents an idea that  symbolizes a bit of current history

3
Shows what he/she is presenting

*Looks at audience when sharing

*Most of the description depicts what the patchwork represents
*Most of the art work is neat, with some coloring outside of the lines

*Most of the design represents an idea that symbolizes a bit of current history



2
*Plays with what he/she is presenting and sometimes shows item

*Looks at the audience part of the time

*Some of the description depicts what the patchwork represents
*Some of the art work is complete, with a lot of coloring outside of the lines

*Some of the design represents an idea that symbolizes a bit of current history

1
*Plays with what he/she is presenting and doesn’t show the item

*Doesn’t look at the audience 

*Very little of the description depicts what the patchwork represents
*Art work is messy

*The design is incomplete and represent an idea

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 


Question: 

Who are our favorite authors?

Purpose:

Students will illustrate a scene from his/her favorite book and put them together to make a class favorite books quilt.

Standards:

ELA #4, THE ARTS #2

Materials:

Fabric crayons, fabric markers, quilt squares

Procedure:

Students will have viewed many authors’ books and learned many facts about their favorite authors.  Students will be given a quilt square and instructed to illustrate a scene from their favorite book. Students will be asked to share with the class their finished product and explain why the scene is their favorite. 

Closure:

The class will put their quilt squares together to make a favorite books quilt. 
Assessment: (Sharing/Patterned Quilt Designs Rubric)
A rubric for the Sharing/Patterned Quilt Designs will be used.

Calendar – 2 lessons


Sharing Rubric
Patterned Quilt Designs

4
*Tells four things about his/her author

*Looks at audience when sharing

*Topic is relevant
*Art work is neat and colored in the lines

*Art work is relevant to the author’s book

3
*Tells three things about his/her author

*Looks at audience when sharing

*Topic is mostly relevant
*Most of the art work is neat

*Some of the art work is relevant to the author’s book

2
*Tells two things about his/her author

*Looks at audience part of the time when sharing

*Some of the topic is relevant
*Art work is incomplete

*Some of the art work is relevant to the author’s book

1
*Tells one thing about his/her author

*Doesn’t look at the audience

*Topic isn’t relevant
*Art work is incomplete

*Art work that is done is not relevant to the author’s book

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 

Students will know the jobs of an author and an illustrator.

Students will know how to log on to the computer and how to enter Microsoft Word.

 

MODIFICATIONS
Teacher would adjust assignments as needed depending upon the type of learner in the classroom.  Possible modifications would be:

· Assignments could be shortened and/or completed with a partner or in a group.

· Modifications for students with I.E.P.s would be made according to that plan.

· Support could be provided through the assistance of the Reading teacher, Library Media 

Specialist, Resource Room teacher, Occupational Therapist, Speech Therapist, teaching assistant, parent volunteer, or high school mentor. 

 

 UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

DAY 1
Activity:  

Initiating Activity


DAY 2

Activity:  

Initiating Activity


DAY 3

Activity:

How many authors are there?


DAY 4

Activity:

How many authors are there?


DAY 5

Activity:

Location of Easy Books



DAY 6

Activity:

Location of Easy Books


DAY 7

Activity:

Author Information Chart


DAY 8

Activity:

Author Information Chart (Oral)


DAY 9

Activity:

Friendly Letter


DAY 10

Activity:

Friendly Letter



DAY 11

Activity:

History of Quilting


Day 12

Activity:

What is a Quilt?


DAY 13

Activity:

Simple Quilt Patterns


DAY 14

Activity:

Simple Quilt Patterns

DAY 15

Activity:

Simple Quilt Patterns


DAY 16

Activity:

Simple Quilt Patterns


DAY 17

Activity:

Simple Quilt Patterns


DAY 18

Activity:

Patchwork Patterns
DAY 19

Activity:

Patchwork Patterns
DAY 20

Activity:

Patchwork Patterns

DAY 21

Activity:

Patchwork Patterns


DAY 22

Activity:

Culminating Activity


DAY 23

Activity:

Culminating Activity


DAY 24

Activity:

Culminating Activity


DAY 25

Activity:

Wrap up



*Each activity is explained in detail in the unit.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE

Students will use the online card catalog to locate their favorite books.  Students will use Microsoft Word to write sentences about their favorite authors and also to write friendly letters to their favorite authors.  Students will use Pegasus mail or any other e-mail service to e-mail their favorite authors.

 Resources

Atkins, Jeannine.  A Name on the Quilt.  Atheneum, 1999.

Bial, Raymond.  With Needle and Thread: A Book about Quilts.  Houghton Mifflin, 1996.

Cigrand, Mariann and Phyllis Howard.  Easy Literature-Based Quilts Around the Year. 

 Scholastic, 2000.

Cobb, Mary.  The Quilt-Block History of Pioneer Days: With Projects Kids Can Make. 

 Millbrook Press, 1995.

Coerr, Eleanor.  The Josefina Story Quilt.  Harper & Row, 1986.

Cole, Barbara Hancock.  Texas Star.  Orchard Books, 1990.

Ernst, Lisa Campbell.  Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt.  Lothrop, Lee & Shepard

 Books, 1983.

Fall, Cheryl.  Quilting for Dummies.  IDG Books Worldwide, 1999.

Flourney, Valerie.  The Patchwork Quilt.  Dial Books, 1985.

Franco, Betsy. Grandpa’s Quilt.  Children’s Press, 1999.

Good, Merle.  Reuben and the Quilt.  Good Books, 1999.

Guback, Georgia.  Luka’s Quilt.  Greenwillow, 1994.

Hopkinson, Deborah.  Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt.  Knopf/Random House, 1993.

Howard, Ellen.  The Log Cabin Quilt.  Holiday House, 1996.

Johnston, Tony.  The Quilt Story.  G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1985.

Jonas, Ann.  The Quilt.  Greenwillow Books, 1984.

Lewis, Joan and Lynette Chiles.  501 Quilt Blocks: A Treasury of Patterns for Patchwork 

& Applique.  Better Homes & Gardens, 1994.

Malone, Maggie.  120 Patterns for Traditional Patchwork Quilts.  Sterling Publishing

 Co., 1983.

McClun, Diana.  Quilts! Quilts!! Quilts!!! Quilt Digest Press, 1988.

Paul, Ann Whitford.  Eight Hands Round: A Patchwork Alphabet.  HarperCollins, 1991.

________________.  The Seasons Sewn: A Year in Patchwork.  Browndeer Press, 1996.

Polacco, Patricia.  The Keeping Quilt.  Simon & Schuster.  1988.

Smucker, Barbara.  Selina and the Bear Paw Quilt.  Crown Publishers, 1994.

Turner, Ann Warren.  Sewing Quilts.  Macmillan, 1994.

Waterstone.  Rachel.  Who’s Under Grandma’s Quilt?  First Story Press, 1997.

Willard, Nancy.  The Mountains of Quilt.  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1987.

Internet Sites

www.nmt.edu/~breynold/quiltfiction_kids.html#A
a bibliography of fiction books about quilts and quilting for children and young adults

www.Quiltmakers.com
Adaptations to other Grade Levels and Curriculum Areas

1. The quilt unit can be connected to all curriculum areas at all grade levels.  Students could research historical times, diseases, inventions, authors etc.  Quilts are a great culminating activity to bring together everything the class has learned.  The quilt form can be as simple as a paper quilt or as challenging as an intricate cloth design.  Quilt squares can be made with fabric markers and crayons or computer designed. 

2. The quilt unit can be connected to the Math Curriculum and MST Standards at all grade levels.  Students can make predictions and measurements for the quilt patterns.  K-6 students will estimate how many quilt squares are in a jar and students in grades 7-12 will estimate how much material is in the quilt squares in square inches/feet/yards.  

3. Art classes could research the history of quilting and create quilt designs of their own.  They could use many different materials as well as computer technology to create their designs.

4. Teachers were asked to think about their favorite books and write a paragraph explaining why this book is their favorite.  Students in grades 4-12 read the paragraphs and tried to match each faculty member with their favorite book.

5. Have an open house and display all the quilts. 

Reflections

We have completed many of the lessons in our unit.  While considering options we made changes with the length of the lessons.  Usually first graders will need more time than second graders.  Specifically they will need more time for the online catalog skills and the e-mail skills.  Although we planned ahead we realized you need a considerable amount of time to contact authors and publishing companies.  Some companies do not reply and others take at least two months.
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