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OVERVIEW
 The study of poetry connects students to the ideas of poets from different countries and time periods. Learning how to unravel a poem will encourage a student to work material in a way that brings a sense of accomplishment. Students will focus on poetical analysis with the goal of understanding the theme. In addition, students will teach the poem to their class. An average presentation is approximately 15 minutes in length.

This is an ongoing skill throughout the high school curriculum. Though the process remains the same, the amount of instruction and the level of difficulty will vary with the material.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	Students will know terms of poetic technique (i.e.: scansion, sound devices, visual devices, figures of speech, structure).
	The students will be able to read, analyze and understand poetry independently.

	
	The students will be able to conduct an electronic search to generate the poet’s biography and historical background of the period.

	
	The students will be able to incorporate the use of reference materials 

(ex.: dictionaries) to determine appropriate word meaning.

	
	The students will be able to present a dramatic reading of the poem.

	
	Students will be able to detect clues from a title.

	
	Students will be able to paraphrase thought lines from a poem.

	
	Students will be able to determine word meaning through context.

	
	Students will be able to use scansion in determining the rhythm and rhyme of a poem.

	
	Students will be able to analyze poetic technique (i.e.: imagery, figures of speech, structure, etc.).

	
	Students will be able to establish background of a poet and the time period and determine its impact on the poetry.

	
	The students will be able to transform the theme of the poem into a sensory presentation (visual/auditory).

	
	The students will be able to employ a variety of presentation styles (i.e.: Powerpoint, drama, music).


ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does a poet use the various literary elements of a poem to convey its theme? 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s)
 ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding

Students will listen, speak, read and write for information and understanding. As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts and ideas; discover relationships, concepts and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written and electronically produced texts. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to acquire, interpret, apply and transmit information.


Students:

· Synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information

· Make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas

· Present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic

 ELA Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression

Students will read and listen to oral, written and electronically produced texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the diverse social, historical and cultural dimensions of texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for self-expression and artistic creation.


Students:

· Identify the distinguishing features of different literary genres (poetry), periods and traditions and use those features to interpret the work

· Recognize and understand the significance of a wide range of literary elements and techniques, (including figurative language, imagery, allegory, irony, blank verse, symbolism, stream-of-consciousness) and use those elements to interpret the work

· Understand how multiple levels of meaning are conveyed in a text

· Read aloud expressively to convey a clear interpretation of the work

· Evaluate literary merit based on an understanding of the genre, the literary elements, and the literary period and tradition

· Present responses to and interpretations of works of recognized literary merit with references to the principal features of the genre, the period, and literary tradition and drawing on their personal experiences and knowledge

· Produce literary interpretations that explicate the multiple layers of meaning

· Use standard English skillfully and with an individual style

ELA Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation

Students will listen, speak, read and write for critical analysis and evaluation. As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, ideas, information and issues presented by others using a variety of established criteria. As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues.


Students:

· Evaluate the quality of the texts and presentations from a variety of critical perspectives within the field of study (e. g., using both Poe’s elements of a short story and the elements of “naturalist fiction” to evaluate a modern story)

· Make precise determinations about the perspective of a particular writer or speaker by recognizing the relative weight they place on particular arguments and criteria (e. g., one critic condemns a biography as too long and rambling; another praises it for its accuracy and never mentions its length)

· Present orally and in writing well-developed analyses of issues, ideas, and texts, explaining the relations for their positions and analyzing their positions from a variety of perspectives in such forms as formal speeches, debates, thesis/support papers, literary critiques, and issues analyses

· Make effective use of details, evidence, and arguments and of presentational strategies to influence an audience to adopt their position

· Monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations to have the greatest influences on a particular audience

· Use standard English, a broad and precise vocabulary, and the conventions of formal oratory and debate

ELA Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction

Students will listen, speak, read and write for social interaction. Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the English language for effective social communication with a wide variety of people. As readers and listeners, they will use the social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people and their views.

Students:

· Express their thoughts and views clearly with attention to the perspectives and voiced concerns of the others in the conversation

· Make effective use of language and style to connect the message with the audience and context

INITIATING ACTIVITY
LAUNCH: A discussion of poetry will be initiated through sharing of favorite nursery rhymes, children’s storybooks and music. Prior to the beginning of the unit, students may be encouraged to bring to class their favorite nursery rhymes, storybooks or songs to share. Or, the teacher may generate similar materials. 

LINK: Students will brainstorm two responses that come to mind in reference to poetry, then will share with the class and, finally, will discuss all responses with the class. 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1. The teacher will conduct a discussion of poetic techniques.  This discussion will highlight the following key elements:

· What are the types of poems?

· What do we mean by the speaker of the poem?

· What is diction?

· What sound devices are used by poets?

· What is imagery?

· What is figurative language?

2. The students will be given a handout of poetic terms and their definitions, along with a handout of examples of sound and visual devices used in poems.  Working in pairs, the students will match each example with the appropriate poetic device.  The teacher will conduct a follow-up discussion to ensure accuracy.

3. The teacher  will role model oral presentations using sample poems based on length and presence of literary elements.  Poems that are short and straightforward work best for this demonstration (See Appendix # 1).  As poems are modeled, the steps listed below are to be followed:

· Reading of the poem  --  Is the poem serious in nature?  Lighthearted?  Dramatic?  Reading should be appropriate to the tone.

· Discussion of the title  --  Are there any clues in the title as to what the poem is about?

· Paraphrasing  --  In your own words, what does each line, or  thought line seem to be saying?

· Word meaning  --  Are there words that need research in regard to meaning?

· Ideas / Theme  --  What does the speaker seem to be saying?

· Literary elements  --  Who is the speaker?  How does the diction fit the personality of the speaker?  What sound devices are in the poem?  (ex.: pattern of rhythm? meter? rhyme scheme? onomatopoeia? alliteration? assonance? repetition?)  What imagery or figurative language is used in the poem?  (ex.: images?  personification? similes? metaphors?)

· Visual / audio prop  --  How is the theme reflected in the prop?   What other important element is captured in the prop?

· Poet  --  When did the poet live?  Where did the poet live?  Is there something in his/her life that has a connection to the poem?

As each modeled poem is completed, the teacher will field any questions.

4. After the teacher role models the activity, the students will receive a handout describing the directives for their poetry presentations (See Appendix #2). Student responsibilities will be based on each student (or pair of students) being assigned a poem to read and analyze. Class time and library/computer lab time will be provided in order for the students to paraphrase their poems, to conduct an electronic search of the poet and time period and to create their visual and/or auditory presentation.  During this time, the teacher will be available to assist students with poetry analysis and theme interpretation as is needed.

5. The culminating performances will begin.  While students’ presentations are given, the audience will be actively involved in the learning process. During each presentation, students are expected to listen, to take notes, and to ask questions.  For each presentation, a student reflection form will be completed and submitted to the teacher for a class participation grade  (see Appendix # 3).

6. A written test will be administered at the conclusion of the presentation.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 In class, students will teach their poem to the class using the directives on their handout (See Appendix #2). Additionally, these presentations may be videotaped for later viewing (i.e., classroom, open house, senior year). The class will be provided with summaries for each poem. Relevant materials, discovered through library and Internet research, also will be shared. After the presentations, students will field questions from their peers and teacher. Finally, each student will submit a typed copy of the poem and summary for assessment and placement in the student’s portfolio.

The presentation of each poem is evaluated by the following rubric, which should be distributed and discussed prior to the activity. The rubric is purposely left open-ended due to the varying complexity of each poem.

 PERFORMANCE RUBRIC

	
	4 Completely Accurate
	3       Mostly Accurate
	2 Somewhat Accurate
	1         Mostly Inaccurate

	Reading
	
	
	
	

	Paraphrasing


	
	
	
	

	Discussion of Literary Elements 
	
	
	
	

	Discussion of Poet’s Biography
	
	
	
	

	Reflection of Theme in the Visual / Audio
	
	
	
	

	Summary for Audience


	
	
	
	


PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 

This unit is an on-going study of poetry. At any grade level, while some students may have had previous exposure to the study of poetry, none is required.

Writing and presentation skills are guided according to the needs of the students.

Students are expected to have word processing skills, as well as knowledge of the Internet. Additionally, if the student opts to present their culminating activity through Powerpoint, knowledge of that skill is a pre-requisite.

MODIFICATIONS
 Due to the multiplicity of skills and the flexibility of the time frame, both resource teachers and library staff are apprised of the assignment through the task handout and discussion with teacher. The contact is maintained throughout the activity.

 Although all students are expected to have their presentations completed by a certain date, allowances are made for those students who require more time due to varying abilities or problems with resource assistance.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Total unit time averages between 20 to 25 (forty minute) class periods. A workable time-table is as follows:

· Approximately five class periods of instruction

· Approximately three class periods of student preparation in class or in the library/computer lab

· Approximately 10 class periods of student presentations (each presentation averages 15 minutes)

In addition, students will need to make use of outside preparation time (study halls, after school assistance, independent computer time).

TECHNOLOGY USE
Websites:

· Lectures on the English Poets. Essays devoted to Pope and other 18th century English poets.

www.xrefer.com/entry/372239-23k
· An electronic text center of living English poets from the University of Virginia Library.

http://etext.lib.Virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/DoyLivi.html
· English Poets: Shelley

www.library.utoronto.ca/utel/rp/poems/mcintyr3.html-3k 

· English Canadian poets

www.nfb.ca/FMT/E/cat./0889.html-3k
· Internet resources on 140+ poets writing in English

www.lit.kobe-u.ac.jp/~hishika/20c_poet.htm-13k
· As an expert your questions about English poets

http://englishculture.about.com/library/blpoet.htm-54k
Cassettes:

Spoken Arts produced for Bell and Howell Library for Intermediate Listeners


Ex.: “Treasury of Nineteenth Century English Poets”

        “Selected Sonnets of Shakespeare”

Videos:

Voices and Visions


The Annenberg/CPB Collection


Producer:    New York Center for Visual History


Distributor:  Intellimation



        PO Box 1922



        Santa Barbara, CA93116-1922

APPENDIX # 1

SOME SUGGESTED SELECTIONS THAT ILLUSTRATE POETIC TYPES / POETIC ELEMENTS

NARRATIVE POETRY

“Sir Patrick Spens”  - anonymous

“Casey at the Bat”  - Thayer

“The Runaway” – Frost

LYRIC POETRY


“The Courage That My Mother Had” – Millay


“Lost” – Sandburg

IMAGERY


“Child on Top of a Greenhouse” – Roethke


“To An Athlete Dying Young” – Housman

RHYTHM / RHYME


“Casey at the Bat”  - Thayer


“Sea Fever” – Masefield

SOUND EFFECTS


“The Charge of the Light Brigade” – Tennyson


“God’s Grandeur” – Hopkins

SPEAKER


“Knoxville, Tennessee” – Giovanni


“Holy Sonnet 10” – Donne

REPETITION


“The Bells” – Poe


“To Helen” – Poe

FIGURES OF SPEECH


“A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” – Dickinson


“Dreams” – Hughes


“maggie and milly and molly and may” – e. e. cummings

STRUCTURE


“Hokku Poems” – Wright


“Sonnet 75” – Spenser

MOOD


“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” – Wordsworth


“Sonnet 29” – Shakespeare

CONNOTATION / DENOTATION


“The Funeral” – Parks


“Easter Wings” – Herbert

SYMBOL


“The Lamb” – Blake


“Crossing the Bar” – Tennyson

TONE


“Infant Sorrow” – Blake


“Ozymandias” – Shelley

APPENDIX # 2

POETRY PRESENTATION DIRECTIVES:
· Read poem aloud.

· Paraphrase what the poet says by thought line.

· Discuss interesting words used in the poem.

· Explain the main idea or theme of the poem.

· Discuss the literary techniques used by the poet.

· Discuss any relevant biographical material.

· Discuss how the visual interprets the theme.

· Use technology (i.e.: powerpoint, transparency, audio cassette, video) during the presentation.  In addition, the use of other art forms (i.e.: dance, song, skit, puppet show, poster) is encouraged.

· Hand in a typed copy of the poem with a summary of what it is about.

APPENDIX # 3

STUDENT REFLECTION FORM

Listener  _____________________________________________

Presenter  ____________________________________________

Title of Poem  _________________________________________

Poet  ________________________________________________

What was the poem about?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any connections with this poem and your poem?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What about this presentation “stuck with you”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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