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Overview

As a result of this learning unit the student will have developed an understanding of the causes and effects of slavery and segregation in North America  as well as, the transition that African Americans made from one institution to the other. The student will demonstrate this understanding by listing facts, contrasting and comparing, analyzing and synthesizing.  Depending on the classroom knowledge base and schedule this unit may take anytime from 5 days to 7 days. This unit is designed to be used in a typical classroom schedule, semester settling or block scheduled classroom. Extended time may be given to allow the student to complete a meaningful culminating assignment.

Content Knowledge

Declarative: the student will understand...

indentured servant

institution of slavery:  causes bitter feelings

Reconstruction as it pertains to African Americans

sharecropping

segregation

Jim Crow Laws
The student should be able to explain or write out a definition for each of the above terms. For example: A Sharecropper was a farmer who paid a portion of his or her crop as rent to a landowner.
Procedural: the student will be able to...
develop a timeline: indentured servants to Plessey v. Fergusion
develop graphic organizer: Jim Crow Laws

compare and contrast: slavery and segregation

synthesize information into an essay

The student should be able to write a comprehensive explanation of the difference between slavery and segregation. It is this main concept that will allow the student to gain knowledge need to write the culminating experience in which he or she will clearly define the deference and similarities between slavery and segregation.
Essential Questions

1. How did slavery develop in colonial times and in the early years of the nation? Standards 1,3,4
2. Why did slavery become a serious problem as the United States grew in size? Standards 1,4,5
3. How were African Americans treated after Reconstruction, and why did they face setbacks

    in their struggle for equality? Standards 1,4,5
Connections to NYS Learning Standards

Essential Question number 1 addresses social studies standards 1, 3 and 4 in which the key idea is for the students to gain knowledge about social changes, development of institutions and turning points in history. The performance indicator will involve teaching and learning from the Declarative Knowledge section as it applies to answering the essential question.

Essential Question number 2 addresses social studies standards 1, 4 and 5 in which the key idea is for the students to gain knowledge about human rights, economic systems associated with institutions and the role of government in supporting equality.  The performance indicator will involve teaching and learning from the Declarative and Procedural Knowledge sections that involve cause and effect analysis as it applies to answering the essential question.
Essential Question number 3 addresses social studies standards 1, 4 and 5 in which the key idea is for the students to gain knowledge about the shift from the institution of slavery to the institution of segregation.  The performance indicator will involve teaching and learning from the Procedural Knowledge section that involves the demonstration of synthesizing information into an essay.
NYS Social Studies Standards

Standard 1 History of the United States and New York


Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate your understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.
Standard 3 Geography


Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate your understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live-local, national, and global-including the distribution of people, places, and environments over the Earth’s surface.

Standard 4 Economics


Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate your understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms.
Standard 5 Civics, Citizenship, and Government


Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate your understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the United States and other nations; the Untied States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

Initiating Activity

Think-Pair-Share Activity. Build on prior knowledge

Discuss with the class the basic concepts of slavery (10 min.)


Pair students and assign groups to talk and take notes about: (10 min.)



1. Slavery (what is it)



2. Basic rights (what are they)



3. Equality (why the need)


Share the pair’s information with class (15 min.)

Then ask the class as a whole why they feel slavery would cause bitter feeling between people?

 Discuss. (5 min.) 

Learning Experiences

The students will define slavery, segregation, sharecroppers, human rights, separate but equal.

The students will develop a timeline that sequences the journey of the African American from the 1600s to 1900s, in North America. The scale should be set up in 25 year spaces or larger. (1 class plus homework)


This task may be done with textbooks, electronic encyclopedia and/or internet research.
Assessment:  The student will draw a properly spaced and sequenced timeline leaving space for written explanations of major events.  For example events may include the introduction of the first African American indentured servants, slave revolts and the start of the Civil War. This should be started in class or in the library and finished as an assignment. A grade should be given according to the individual classroom grading system for projects.

The students will research and graphically organize the Jim Crow Laws. (1 class) Homework credit should be given.

The students will research then compare and contrast the institution of slavery and the institution of segregation. (1 class plus homework) May be done on a Venn diagram. Homework credit should be given. 
Assessment: Go over the graphic organizer in class, collect, review, comment and hand back. (15-25 min. in class discussion) Homework credit should be given.



Go over the compare and contrast exercise in class, collect, review, comment and hand back. (15-25 min. in class discussion) Homework credit should be given.

The students will answer the following questions using their textbooks, research material, internet and prior knowledge. (1 class)


1. How did slavery develop in colonial times?


2. Why did slavery become a serious problem as the United States expanded?


3. How did some Northerners work to end slavery?


4. How were most African Americans in the South treated after Reconstruction?

Assessment: The student must answer these questions in complete sentences using information from the previous tasks and reliable outside sources. Collect, review, comment, give a quiz grade and hand back.


Culminating Performance

The student will create an essay title based on the previous exercises.  The student will then synthesize the information gathered from previous assignments and class discussion into a five paragraph informative essay. The essay should address the African American’s journey from slavery to segregation. The student must also include either pictures, charts, graphs or copies of documents to support their essay. This should be started in class and assigned a due date based on class ability.
Assessment I:  The students will present their title and supporting evidence to the class, with a brief description. A homework credit should be given.

Assessment II: The written assessment will be graded according to a rubric.  The final draft must be done using a word processing program.  The student should have a copy of the rubric to use as a guide to completing the culminating performance. The NYS Thematic essay rubric would be appropriate.

Generic Scoring Rubric

Thematic Essay

Score of 5:
-Shows a thorough understanding of the theme or problem

-Addresses all aspects of the task

-Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare and/or contrast issues and events

-Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details

-Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

-Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

Score of 4:
-Shows a good understanding of the theme or problem

-Addresses all aspects of the task

-Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare and/or contrast issues and events

-Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but may not support all aspects of the theme or problem evenly

-Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

-Introduces the them or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

Score of 3:
-Shows a satisfactory understanding of the theme or problem

-Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way

-Shows an ability to analyze or evaluate issues  and events, but not in any depth

-Includes few facts, examples, and details, and may include information that contains inaccuracies

-Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus

-Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem

Score of 2:
-Shows limited understanding of the theme or problem

-Attempts to address the task

-Develops a faulty analysis or evaluation of issues and events

-Includes few facts, examples, and details, and may include information that contains inaccuracies

-Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus

--Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem

Score of 1:
-Shows a very limited understanding of the theme or problem

-lacks an analysis or evaluation of the issues and events

-Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details

-Attempts to complete the task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization

-Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

Unit wrap-up: At the close of the unit you may want to have a class discussion using the following question.


What issues will African Americans face in their struggle to overcome segregation?
Pre-Requisite Skills
The student will know:


basic concept of slavery.


basic library skills.


basic internet research techniques.


basic word processing.

Modifications

For classrooms that need to accommodate students with special needs this unit is easily modified.  The written portion may be done orally and the research may be tailored to an individual basis.

Unit Schedule/Time Plan

Depending on the classroom knowledge base and schedule this unit may take anytime from 5 days to 7 days of in class instruction and research.  Students will need to use student assistance time, free time or study halls to complete the assignments. Extended time may be given to allow the student to complete a meaningful culminating assignment.

Technology Integration

The teacher and students will need internet and electronic encyclopedia research skills.  A training time may need to be allotted in order for the technology teacher and/or librarian to instruct or refresh students on the techniques of research.

The student will use the internet to access and research information.

Suggest: Start the research in classroom, school library or technology room in order for student to use the school’s choice of technology research tools.

The student will use a word processing program to complete the culminating performance.

  Suggest: Microsoft Word,  Word Perfect or Power Point. 
