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OVERVIEW
      Students will explore the course of the American Civil War and the effects it had on soldiers and civilians alike through parallel and integrated units in Social and English 8.  The unit will include: the impact geography had on the development of the North and South before the war as well as its impact on strategy and the outcome of battles during the war, the many causes of the war, advantages and disadvantages of each side, the rise of technology, the effect that sectionalism had on the nation and especially on family dynamics, the changing role of women and blacks and finally, the results of the war through Union and Confederate perspectives.   

     The culminating experience will require students to synthesize information from the social studies content with the reading of the novel Across Five Aprils in English to write a piece of historical fiction entitled " Brother Against Brother."  Emphasis will be placed not only on historical facts but on the ability to empathize with the plight of our ancestors by the effective use of character development in the first person and the use of hyperlink to illustrate the battle in which the confrontation between brothers takes place(See Culminating Performance).  The parallel unit in English can be located in Denielle Baxter’s English 8 unit entitled Across Five Aprils.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Declarative
Procedural

1.Review of social, economic, political and ideological differences between the North and the South due to geography.
The student will demonstrate how to:

1. analyze charts, graphs, maps and quotes in order to make predictions.

 

2.Reasons why the North and the South fought the Civil War.
2. construct a flow chart to show cause and effect relationships.

3. interpret primary sources such as Sullivan Belleau's letter to his wife (Ken Burn's documentary tape)

3.Advantages and disadvantages of the North and the South in terms of leadership and resources.
4. same as #1

4.Strategies of the North and the South.
5 .same as #1

5.The course of the war militarily :

        a.( key battles, locations, dates and leadership): Bull Runs, Forts Henry and Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, March to the Sea, Wilderness, Petersburg, Appommattox and the Monitor vs. the Merrimac.
6. compare and contrast leadership qualities of key figures in the war using FWOL and 3-2-1.

7. construct timelines

5b. the draft: the need for it, opposition to it, the effect of the Emancipation Proclamation.

5c. a soldier's life: Andersonville, Elmira, disease and mortality rate, camp life, desertion.

6. Effect of war on civilians: 

           a.women as spies, nurses, abolitionists, soldiers,etc.

           b. conflict within families

7. Economics: effects of the blockade and the Emancipation on the Southern economy contrasting with the prosperity of the Northern economy.

8. Technology: weapons, communication and transportation.

9. The surrender: date, place , personalities, quotes.


8. interpret primary sources such as the Emancipation Proclamation, political cartoons (Copperheads), statistical information on mortality rates and historical photographs.

9. complete graphic organizers as pre-writing tools for "Brother" essay (#I, II, III)

10. use hyperlink to illustrate historical fiction

11. interpret quotes and make predictions

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1. How does the geographic location of a people determine their lifestyle and viewpoints on an issue?

2. What social, economic, political and ideological issues split the nation, as well as families during the Civil War?

3. How did the quality of leadership affect the course of the war?

4. Are personal loyalties more important than patriotism?

5. To what length should  a federal government go to preserve the Union?

6. Why is the Civil War a turning point in American history?

7. Did sectionalism have to lead to the Civil War?

8. Was the outcome of the Civil War worth the cost in human life?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
Note: All of the following performance indicators below are being covered in the Civil War unit, however only numbers 1a, 2a and b, 4a and 5a are being assessed in the culminating experience. 

1. Social Studies Standard #1: US and NY History:

a. Key idea #1, performance indicator: interpret the ideas, values, and beliefs contained in the Declaration of Independence and the New York and U.S. Constitutions, the Bill of Rights and other important historical documents

b. Key idea #2, performance indicator: investigate key turning points in New York State and U.S. history and explain why these events or developments are significant

2. Social Studies Standard #3: Geography

a. Key idea #1, performance indicator: describe the connection between people and environments and the connections between people and places

b. Key idea #2, performance indicator: present geographic information in a variety of formats, including maps, tables, graphs, charts, diagrams and computer generated models

      3.  Social Studies Standard #4: Economics

a.  Key idea #1, performance indicators: explain how societies and nations attempt to satisfy their basic needs and wants by utilizing scarce capital, natural and human resources; define basic economic concepts such as supply and demand, markets, opportunity costs, resources, productivity, economic growth and systems; understand how scarcity requires people and nations to make choices which involve cost and future considerations

       4.  Social Studies Standard #5: Civics, Citizenship and Government

a. Key idea #2, performance indicator: define federalism and describe the powers granted by the national and state governments by the United States Constitution; value the principles, ideals, and core values of the American democratic system based on the premise of human dignity, liberty, justice and equality.

b. Key idea #4, performance indicator: respect the rights of others in discussions and classroom debates regardless of whether or not one agrees with their viewpoint

        5.   Math, Science and Technology Standard # 5 Technology

a. Key idea # 1: Computers as tools for design, modeling information, processing, communications and systems control have greatly increased human productivity and knowledge.

English Language Arts Standards # 3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.


Key idea #1: Judge a text by using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives, such as literary, political, and personal .


Key idea #2: Recognize the effect of one’s own point of view in evaluating ideas, info, opinions, and issues 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Assign each student a partner. Each "think-pair-share"  will pick a card from a box which is either blue or gray.  During the 3 minute pause each pair will record : whether they are a Yankee or a Rebel, 2 reasons why they are fighting this war and locate on a map they state in which they live. After the pause, group all the Yankees and the Rebels together to compare and expand on responses. Each group will elect a speaker to share answers with the class which will lead directly into Day I notes of the chapter (Content #2)

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending and refining experiences for all stated and declarative and procedural knowledge.

Week I

Initiating experience 

Acquisition Experiences:

1. Cloze Notes Days I-IV ( see Content and Procedural #1-4)

2. HW: Vocab. p.1, HW # 1,2,3 ( from The American Nation text and Connections and maps)

3. Ticket  and Quiz #1

Extending and Refining:

1. Discuss characters and family dynamics in Across Five Aprils as they relate to content in social studies (To be done throughout course of unit in both English and Social Studies 8)

2. Interpretation of Sullivan Belleau's letter (from Ken Burn’s documentary tape) and recognition and analysis of Civil War photos and quotes.

Week II

Acquisition:

1. Cloze Notes IV - V ( see Content #5a and 6b, and Procedural #6, 7,8,9)

2. HW: Vocab. p.2,3; HW # 4 and 5 ( cloze essay, summaries, 3-2-1)

Extending and Refining

1. Analysis of the Gettysburg Address and recitation of selected portions of the speech

2. Completion of Graphic Organizer # III while viewing selected battles from Ken Burn's Civil War documentary and introduction to the "Brother Against Brother" Essay.

Week III

Acquisition:

1. Cloze Notes Days VI - IX ( see Content #5band c, 6a, 7 -9 and Procedural #8 and 9)

2. HW: Vocab. p.4a and b, HW #6-10 (from text, timelines, maps)

3. Ticket to Quiz #2 and Quiz #2

4. Quiz #3: Recitation

Extending and Refining:

1.*In English, use Graphic Organizer #1 for Across Five Aprils (Character Description and Analysis) as a guide to do the same for the 2 main characters in the " Brother" piece for Social Studies. An organizer will be needed for each brother in the story. At this time, the rubric for the essay (culminating performance) will be reviewed (see attached).

Week IV

Extending and Refining:

1. View the 1st 40 minutes of the film " Glory" ( The rest will be shown after school as extra credit. Students must write a critique of the movie.)

2. *In English and Social Studies 8, complete Graphic Organizer # II (Organizing Ideas) to address: the 2 main characters, the battle scene and the climax of the story. Start in class and complete at home over a 2 day period.

3. *In English and Social Studies 8, use the computer lab for instruction on hyperlink and to research websites for their historical fiction piece.

4. In social studies classes, models of last year's "Brother Against Brother" essays will be shared with the students for ideas. HW nightly is to work on their rough drafts.

Week V

1.  " Brother Against Brother" rough copies are due for conferencing in writing workshops by Wednesday. Finished piece is due by the following Monday.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
The culminating performance task will require individual students to compose a piece of historical fiction entitled, " Brother Against Brother" using hyperlink to illustrate their work with websites containing authentic photography and maps which relate to the Civil War or topics specific to the written piece.  The essay will be integrated  with the novel, Across Five Aprils which they will read in English class and in conjunction with viewing the film "Glory" and excerpts from Ken Burn's Civil War documentary. See " Brother Against Brother Task Sheet" for detailed requirements for the essay and the accompanying rubric.  Graphic organizers and other worksheets are available by contacting the address on the cover sheet of this learning unit.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Social, political, economic and ideological causes of the Civil war

Map of the US as of 1860

Events leading up to the Civil War (compromises, debates, etc)

Abolitionist movement vs. the preservation of the Southern way of life

Computer skills: keyboarding, use of search engines and finding information on the net

MODIFICATIONS

Extended time and tests read aloud if necessary

Scribes for written work 

Selected shortened assignments

Modification as per IEP

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
The unit would run for approximately 5 weeks of 40 minute classes daily for content instruction and time in the computer lab. The rough copy of the essay would be completed at home with student conferences scheduled to assess student work prior to handing in the final copy with the hyperlink component. Lab time would be split between  English and Social Studies classes.

TECHNOLOGY USE
          Word processing and keyboarding

           Hyperlink

           Internet surfing

Name:







Social/English 8-

Date:







Brother Against Brother Task Sheet

DIRECTIONS:

Respond to the following task by empathizing with the Civil War experience.  To do that, reflect on the images you saw and the voices you heard in "Glory" and the Ken Burns documentary.  In addition, examine the interpersonal relationships of the Creighton family in the novel Across Five Aprils within the context of the historical background which was presented in Social Studies class.  The piece of historical fiction you write will pit "brother against brother" in the Civil War with you as the main character facing the same dilemma that some of your ancestors must have faced.

Scenario: You are a soldier in a Civil War battle.  At the height of the fighting, you encounter an enemy soldier standing only twenty feet away from you. As you take aim, you suddenly realize the enemy is your brother. Do you shoot your brother as you would anyone else fighting for the opposite side or is loyalty to family greater than the cause for which yon are fighting?

TASK:

To complete this assignment, you will be writing a piece of historical fiction in the first person by addressing the scenario above.  Be sure to include both the writing and technology components which are outlined below since this assignment requires that the piece must be submitted on disk as well as hard copy. To enhance your story electronically, hyperlink will be used to refer the reader to relevant web sites. Refer to the resources mentioned above as well as your notes, textbook and graphic organizers I, II and III to develop your story fully so it is vivid, historically accurate and engages the reader.

I. Writing Component

A) Setting

I. place

2. dates

3. physical scene: sights, sounds, odors, touch, distinguishing physical features of the battle siteand other relevant places in the story.

B) Character Development

1.  describe brothers : viewpoints on: moral, political and economic issues, appearance,

interpersonal relationships and family dynamics.

2.  describe significant historical figures: physical attributes, leadership qualities, their role in the battle, etc.

C) Plot/Climax

1. describe the circumstances of how and where you encounter your brother (choose from the following battles: Antietam, Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, or Gettysburg) and be specific describing the physical scene as stated above.

2. to shoot or not to shoot?

a.  weighing alternatives

b.  emotions/conflicting feelings/flashbacks

3. the decision:

a.  yes/no: give a definite rationalization emotionally, politically, morally, etc.

b.  result: immediate and long term impact (emotional, physical reactions, effects on other family members)

D) Conclusion

II. Technology component

A) Written work

1.  must be typed, double spaced  and font size 12 (approx.)

2.  must be on disk

3.  hard copy of disk must be submitted with:

a.  title page

b.  works cited page with listing of web sites used for hyperlink

B) Hyperlink

1.  must have a minimum of three separate hyperlinks:

a.  One web site must have a picture of a significant historical figure in the battle and story.

b.  One web site must have a map of the battle

c.  One web site must have an authentic photo of the battlefield or the battle itself.

Name:_______________________________



"Brother Against Brother" Rubric

I. Mechanics  (10 points)








points

a.  Spelling

b.  Punctuation

c.  Grammar

d.  Sentence Structure

II. Writing Style (15 points) 







points

a.  Vivid language

b.  Fluency and Clarity: (Easy to read; sense of engagement or voice)

c.  Organization:

1.  Logical sequence, coherent, focused

2.  Effective intro, body, conclusion

III. Development of Ideas and Characters (25 points)





points

a.  Develops ideas and characters fully: (Examples, explanations, descriptions, etc.)

b.  Demonstrates insight and makes connections with fact and fiction

c.  Decision making: (Shows maturity in weighing alternatives and creates a feeling of empathy)

IV. Historical Accuracy (25 points) 






points

a.  Setting (place, time)

b.  Characters

(Realistic portrayal of key military figures in chosen battle and interaction of fictitious characters with the historical figures)

c.  Battle scene

(Distinguishing physical features of site, strategies employed by both sides as a result of geography, climax of battle scene as it relates to actual events)

d.  Background

(Uniforms, technology, camp life, medicine, weaponry, etc.)

e.  Political Reasoning

(Political ideals, motives for fighting for their respective side within the context of time frame).

V. Technology (25 points) 







points

a.  Written Component

1.  Printed copy meets requirements on task sheet (5)

2.  Disk (5)

b. Hyperlink

1.  One website with picture of a famous person relating to the battle (5)

2.  One website with a map of the battle (5)

3. One website with authentic picture of the battle scene/battlefield (5)








TOTAL









































































