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OVERVIEW
During this unit, students will read, research, learn, and present information on the countries of Central America, its features, and a brief history of each country. The technology used will be various computer CD programs, classroom computers, a video, the Internet, In Focus projector, and a Smart Board. Many of the learning activities used will be from the Dimensions of Learning handbook.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	Students will know the seven Central American countries and be able to locate them on a blank map. (Belize, Guatemala, Panama, Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica)
	Students will complete a work sheet on Central America by using computers and Groliers 1998 CD and will create Jeopardy-type questions for the culminating activity game. 

	Students will know five geographical physical features of Central America and a fact about each one. (Mountains, lowlands, volcanoes, lakes, The Peten rainforest)
	Students and teacher will use the Maya Quest CD, Rainforest CD, and Central American web sites on the Internet to access more information (utilizing an In-Focus projector, Smart Board and on line classroom computers).

	Students will know at least three problems faced by Central America since gaining independence. (Rule by dictators, coups and civil wars, intervention by other nations)
	Students will outline Chapter 10 (Silver Burdett Western Hemisphere) with the teacher and then create their own graphic organizers. 

	 Students will know at least two ways Costa Rica differs from its Central American neighbors. (No army, high literacy rate, stable government)
	

	Students will know at least two reasons that the Panama Canal was built. (Refusal of Columbia to ratify treaty, isthmus, George Goethals)
	

	Students will know two differences of opinion that the United States has had with Panama concerning the Panama Canal. (Canal zone laws, restrictions, U.S. wages, intervention)
	


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What are the seven countries of Central America?

What are five geographical physical features of Central America?

What are three problems faced by Central America since gaining independence?

What are two ways Costa Rica differs from its Central American neighbors?

What are two reasons that the Panama Canal was built?

What are two differences of opinion that the United States has had with Panama concerning the Panama Canal?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

Mathematics/Science/Technology 

Standard 5 - Technology 

Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.
 
Intermediate - Computer Technology 

1. Computers as tools for design, modeling, information processing, communication, and system control, have greatly increased human productivity and knowledge. 

      Students: 

· Use a computer to connect to and access needed information from various Internet sites. 
Learning Standards In English Language Arts 

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

Intermediate - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.    

     Students: 

· Interpret and analyze information from textbooks and nonfiction books for young adults, as well as reference materials, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, graphs, charts, diagrams, and electronic data bases intended for a general audience.

· Compare and synthesize information from different sources 

· Use a wide variety of strategies for selecting, organizing, and categorizing information 

· Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion 

· Relate new information to prior knowledge and experience

Intermediate - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.

Students:

· Organize information according to an identifiable structure, such as compare/contrast or general to specific

· Develop information with appropriate supporting material, such as facts, details, illustrative examples or anecdotes, and exclude extraneous material 

· Use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts 

· Use standard English for formal presentations of information, selecting appropriate grammatical constructions and vocabulary, using a variety of sentence structures, and observing the rules of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling

Standard 3-Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation. 

Intermediate - Listening and Reading

1. Listening and reading to analyze and evaluate experiences, ideas, information, and issues requires using evaluative criteria from a variety of perspectives and recognizing the difference in evaluations based on different sets of criteria.

Students:

· Understand that within a group there are many different points of view depending on the particular interests and values of the individual, and recognize those differences in perspective in texts and presentations

· Evaluate their own and others' work based on a variety of criteria (e.g., logic, clarity, comprehensiveness, conciseness, originality, conventionality) and recognize the varying effectiveness of different approaches
Intermediate - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based.

Students: 

· Present (in essays, position papers, speeches, and debates) clear analyses of issues, ideas, texts and experiences, supporting their positions with well developed arguments 

· Develop arguments with effective use of details and evidence that reflect a coherent set of criteria (e.g., reporting results of lab experiments to support a hypotheses) 

· Monitor and adjust their own oral and written presentations according to the standards for a particular genre (e.g., defining key terms used in a formal debate) 

· Use standard English, precise vocabulary, and presentational strategies effectively to influence an audience.

Standard 4 - Language for Social Interaction 

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction. 

Intermediate - Listening and Speaking 

1. Oral communication in formal and informal settings requires the ability to talk with people of different ages, genders, and cultures, to adapt presentations to different audiences, and to reflect on how talk varies in different situations. 

Students: 

· Listen attentively to others and build on others' ideas in conversations with peers and adults 

· Express ideas and concerns clearly and respectfully in conversations and group discussions 

· Learn some words and expressions in another language to communicate with a peer or adult who speaks that language 

· Use verbal and nonverbal skills to improve communication with others.

Intermediate - Reading and Writing 

1. Written communication for social interaction requires using written messages to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with others. 

Students:

· Use appropriate language and style for the situation and the audience and take into account the ideas and interests expressed by the person receiving the message.

Learning Standards In Social Studies
Standard 2 - World History 

Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 

Intermediate 

1. The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives. 

Students:

· Know some important historic events and developments of past civilizations

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Crock Pot Chili- As a hook into the Central American unit, students will link their prior knowledge of reading and teamwork to read and make chili.  Using numbered directions and numbered heads, students will make the chili.  After making the chili, the students will do a human treasure hunt with Central America and cooking facts.  Finally, students will have a think-pair-share time.  Later in the afternoon, the class will enjoy eating the chili.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Day 1
Students will do the initiating activity of making chili. (Hand out available)

Students will do the human treasure hunt. 

Human Treasure Hunt

Directions:  In the time allowed, get one signature (per box) from a classmate that “fits the fact.”  No one can sign more than 1 fact.

Can count to five in Spanish* _____________________________

Has chopped onions before today__________________________

Knows 3 Central American Countries*_______________________

Has been to Central America ______________________________

Knows the Northern boundary of C.A.*______________________

Has made chili before ____________________________________

Remembers 4 ingredients of chili* ___________________________

Knows a tribe that lived in C.A.* ____________________________

Can name a lake in Central America* _________________________

From this activity I learned ________________________________

________________________________.

*Proof needed on the sheet
Students will see the basic criteria that they need to learn about Central America (by reviewing the human treasure hunt sheet in a think-pair-share activity).

Students will learn some of the basic foods of Central America.

Students will eat the chili later in the afternoon.

Day 2

Students will be introduced to the seven Central American countries and be able to point to them on a blank map with teacher assistance. 

Students will be shown a way to remember the 7 countries using a mnemonic phrase:  BeG PhoNE Co. (hand out available)

Students will begin to learn a song (to the tune of “Do Re Mi” and written in the mnemonic phrase) to learn the 7 countries and a fact about each. 
Central America Song (tune:  Do- Re- Mi)

Belize- the first of 7 countries,

Guatemala- the Petan,

Panama- the great canal,

Honduras- bananas,

Nicaragua- largest lake,

El Salvador- coffee and cotton,

Costa Rica - no army,

It’s the countries of Central America!  Ole!
Notice-- The underlined letters form the acronym phrase:

BeG  PHoNE  Co...and to make long distance phone calls to Central American cheaply you need to  “beg phone co”mpany!
Students will view and discuss a video on Costa Rica.

Day 3

Students will review the seven countries and store information by completing a paragraph frame in pairs and using their song sheet for an information guide.

Students will use the mnemonic phrase to list the seven countries in a think-pair-share situation and to prepare for a quiz on Day 4. (Students will be given the grading rubric for the quiz.)

Students will label and color a political map of Central America and point to the countries while singing the song from Day 2. (Hand out available)

Day 4

Students will take a quiz individually.  In compliance with the rubric, students must remember all 7 countries and they must be spelled and punctuated correctly to receive full credit. (Hand out available)

Students will be introduced to five geographical physical features of Central America and a fact about each one to construct meaning by reading the text together and making a central idea graphic organizer of mountains and lowlands, volcanoes and lakes, and another organizer of the student’s choice about tropical regions in the Peten.  (Today in Math—students will graph some of this information with a partner)

Students will be shown a work sheet on Central America and will be re-instructed (and by the teacher modeling) on the use of computers in teams (turns, timekeepers, voting, responsibility, etc.). (Hand out available)  Students will be “teased” about the final culminating activity (creating 16 Jeopardy-type questions) by the teacher suggesting a separate page in their notebook for facts they might want to use toward the end of the unit.

Day 5

Students will review and organize the geographical physical features of Central America using a symbols and substitutes strategy with a partner.  Students will be exposed to the rubric used to grade tomorrow’s quiz (which will be in a paragraph format).

Students in teams will begin to organize information by doing a work sheet on Central America using computers and Groliers 1998 CD.

1998 Grolier’s Central America CD

Directions:  Follow the steps carefully to fill in the blanks about Central  America.

Click on---start.

In the white box on the left with the blinking cursor---type in -----Central America.


The seven small nations of Central America are _______________, ________,

_______________, _______________, _______________, __________________,

and ___________________.  The two large bodies of water on either side are the ___________________________and __________________________.  The most spectacular feature of Central America are the ___________________, many of which are active today.  One Native American civilization was the ______________.  Central America was discovered by Columbus.  Belize gained independence from Great Britain in _______.  By the end of the 19th century, the main crop was coffee.

Scroll back up to the top of the article.  Click on ---Belize.


Belize is the _____________________country in Central America.  The capital is ________________________.  Belize was called ____________________until 1973 because __________________________________________________.

Three facts about Belize

are ___________________________________________,

_________________________________________________________________,and_______________________________________________________________________.

Click on -----Back (at the bottom--second button from the left).

Click on the blue word Guatemala (in the article).

The first civilian government of Guatemala was in the year ___________.  Most of the southern half of Guatemala consists of _______________and _______________.  In 1991, Guatemala recognized Belize’s _________________________.  The majority of the population live in the south where there are devastating ___________________.

Mount ______________ is the highest point in the ___________________________mountains.

  Three more facts about Guatemala are __________________________,

________________________________________________________, and ________________________________________.

Click on -----Back (at the bottom).

Click on the blue word El Salvador (in the article).


El Salvador is the only Central American country that ________________________________________________.

The capital city is _____________.

Two serious earthquakes were in the years __________and 

_______________.    There are more than 20 active volcanoes in the north and nearly all the soil is ________________________.  Most of the rainfall falls between May and _____________ Three more facts about El Salvador are __________

__________________________________, ______________________________, and

___________________________________________.  

Click on Back.

Click on the blue word Honduras.


The capital city of Honduras is _________________________.  Honduras is one of the __________________advanced countries in Central America.  It is almost wholly __________________________.  Tropical forests line the _______________.

Two kinds of animals are ___________________and

_________________________.  People of European and Indian descent are called _____________________________.

Three other facts about Honduras are ___________

___________________________________, _______________________________________________, and

_____________________________________________________________.

Click on Back.

Click on the blue word Nicaragua.

Draw the flag of Nicaragua here:


Nicaragua is the _________________nation in Central America.  It is known as the Land of ______________and ______________.  Until 1990, there was much tension between Nicaragua and ____________________________.  Cotton and sugarcane are major products on the fertile ____________coast. The central highlands are where most of the_________ crop is grown.  The nation’s capital, ____________________, was almost completely destroyed by ___________________in 1931 and ________________.    Three more facts about Nicaragua are ________________________________________, 

___________________________, and _________________________________.

Click on Back.

Click on the blue word Costa Rica.


The capital and largest city in Costa Rica is ___________________.  A live volcano is Costa Rica is ______________________.  There are many fine ________

on the Pacific coast.  A natural treasure of Costa Rica is its _____________________.

It has the most extensive system of _______________________ in Central America.  

The ____________________rate is one of the highest in Central America.  Three more facts about Costa Rica are _________________________________________.

________________________________________, and ________________________________.

Click on back.

Click on the blue word Panama.


Panama is _____________miles long and is an isthmus.  The ____________ Canal is important in Panama.    The flag of Panama looks like this:

An area of rolling plains on the ________________side is the leading ___________ region in Panama.  It  has a ____________climate.  The most important river in Panama is _____________________________.  Three more facts about Panama are ____________________________________,

______________________________________________, and _____________________________________.

Choose your favorite Central American country.  Make a graphic organizer of your country below using ALL the facts.
Students will begin creating 16 Jeopardy-type questions for the culminating activity game. (This activity will be done for the next 3 days during Social Studies time and also during Language Arts time.)

Day 6

Students will take the quiz on physical features individually (using the grading rubric as a guide). (Hand out available)

Students will continue to organize information on the work sheet about Central America by using computers and Groliers 1998 CD and create a total of 16 Jeopardy-type questions for the culminating activity game. 

Day 7

Students will sing the Central America Song (see Day 2) while pointing to their individual laminated maps that were done on Day 3.

Students will be presented a concept attainment strategy (examples/non-examples) about independence to construct meaning.

Students will read from the text and discuss (using a three minute pause strategy) at least three problems faced by Central America since gaining independence.

Students will write (or copy) a topic sentence about Central American independence.  As a homework assignment, students will individually finish a paragraph and include at least three problems faced by countries in Central America since they gained their independence.

Students will continue to organize information on the work sheet about Central America by using computers and Groliers 1998 CD and create a total of 16 Jeopardy-type questions for the culminating activity game by Day 12. 

Day 8

Students, in groups of 4-6, will take turns reading their paragraph to the rest of the group.  Then, in a think-pair-share strategy and using the paragraph rubric (hand out available), students will evaluate each other’s paragraphs.

Students will read (in small groups) in the text and find at least two ways Costa Rica differs from its Central American neighbors. Students must be ready to share the two facts on Day 9.

Students will finish a work sheet in their small groups on Central America by using computers and Groliers 1998 CD.  Then each student will share two Jeopardy-type questions they have written in their notebooks with their group for the culminating activity game. (Any team that is not finished with the computer work sheet will be allowed to use their own time –from 8:00 to 8:15 in the morning—to finish the sheets.)

Day 9

Students will extend and refine by constructing support with a  large “class” graphic organizer using the blackboard and their notebooks to show the many ways Costa Rica is a unique Central American country.

Students will read from the text to learn at least two reasons that the Panama Canal was built.  Then, to store information, students will draw a picture of the canal with two ships traveling through it.  On each ship the student will write one reason the Canal was built.  This will be used to study for a quick quiz tomorrow.

Students and teacher will use the Maya Quest CD, Rainforest CD, and Central American web  sites on the Internet to access more information (utilizing an on line classroom computer and optional In-Focus projector and Smart Board. This will also be done as part of Science and Language Arts for today and Day 10. (Hand out available). Students will take notes on interesting “Jeopardy” facts to use in the culminating activity.

Day 10

Students will read with the class in the text and learn at least two differences of opinion that the United States has had with Panama concerning the Panama Canal.  

Each team will begin to store information by choosing two people to prepare for a  role play situation on day 11 (acting out the different opinions of one problem for the entire class).

Students and teacher will use the Maya Quest CD, Rainforest CD, and Central American web sites on the Internet to access more information (utilizing and In-Focus projector, Smart Board and on line classroom computers).  This will also be done as part of Science and Language Arts. Students will take notes on interesting “Jeopardy” facts to use in the culminating activity.
Day 11

Students, to store information, will present their role-play about Panamanian problems to the rest of the class.  Then students will individually write, in a paragraph, at least two problems the United States had with Panama.  The paragraph rubric will be used for guiding and evaluation. (Hand out available)

Students, as a class and individually in notebooks to organize information, will outline Chapter 10 (Silver Burdett Western Hemisphere) with the teacher and then create their own graphic organizers for a homework assignment.

Day 12

Students will share their graphic organizers (the homework) with another student and they will both fill in a teacher- generated compare/contrast graphic organizer to extend and refine.

Students will review the chapter by quizzing each other (using their notebooks, Jeopardy questions, and computer sheets) to store information.

Students will, for meaningful use of knowledge, read their own Jeopardy questions and classify by color coding the 4 basic main ideas: geography, history, Panama Canal, and trivia—for the culminating problem solving activity game that is student created with the teacher’s assistance.

Students will decide the value (difficulty) of each question and label it 100, 200, or 300.

Students will understand that this created game will be a team challenge and an individual evaluation (in lieu of a traditional final exam), by using the rubric for the 16 questions and seeing the teacher’s checklist and performance rubric that will be used during the game. 

Students will be given 8 index cards (for making the culminating activity) to cut in half.  Each card will have the question (written correctly) on the front and the answer on the back (simple answer).  On the question side in the top left corner will be the correct color code and the value amount in points.  A rubric for evaluating the 16 cards will be used as part of the final evaluation.   Note-If the card is done incorrectly (punctuation, usage, spelling) the “contestant” that correctly answers that question will automatically earn double points if they know the answer.
Students will do 2 in class and finish the other 14 for homework.  The game will be the culminating activity and will be “played” on Day 13 and Day 14.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 Day 13

Students will be divided into teams to play the game and the teacher will read the questions.  Children will rotate to take turns and if a card is missed, the next person in the next team will have an opportunity to “steal” the question and then answer a new one of their own.  Students will choose their own category and difficulty.


Note-The teacher will have a checklist of names and categories for final evaluation of learning. (As each student correctly answers a question, the teacher will check it off in the appropriate category and record the difficulty). Students will be aware that in order to pass the “test” they must answer at least two questions in every category correctly according to the performance rubric.  At the end of Day 13, the checklist will be shown to the students so that they can prepare (at home) for tomorrow’s final rounds by reviewing their notes, graphic organizers, computer sheets, and text.

Day 14

Students will finish the game, teacher will total the points to determine winners (both team and individuals), and the final “test” grade will be computed from the record sheet using the performance rubric.

Question Card Rubric*

points
   

    4

     3

      2

 1



      (all 16cards)    (most cards)  (some cards)   (none)

       criteria:

correct category

correct  form

correct spelling

correct punctuation

correct answer

             *After the points are totaled, multiply by 5 for a grade.



   Game Answer Rubric*


Grade:                          Number of X’s in each category:

100                                     3 or 4 in each box

95 3 in each box

85 2 or 3 in each box

75 2 in each box

65 1 or 2 in each box

55 0 or 1 in each box

* The score sheet for the game will have rows of student names and columns of the game categories.  As a student correctly answers a question, place an X in that column so that the rubric above can be used later in grading.  The point value doesn’t count for the child’s grade.  However, the point value is important for a winning team, so the teacher should write the point values on a separate score sheet during the game.  Since there is quite a bit of “during the game” paperwork, perhaps a parent volunteer, school aid, or administrator could help.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Students should have a general knowledge of computer skills to successfully complete the research worksheet for this unit.

Students should be used to working in pairs and groups so that they will successfully be able to deal with any group dynamics that arise throughout the unit.

Students must have general understanding of basic Social Studies fifth grade vocabulary and concepts.

Students must understand the rubric process of evaluation.

MODIFICATIONS
IEP modifications for Learning disabled children are easily met with this unit. 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
This unit will take 14 class sessions (of 30-45 minutes) if the days are also integrated into the other subject areas mentioned in the lesson plans.

TECHNOLOGY USE
Teacher and students used all of the technology below.


Internet web site research


Groliers Encyclopedia CDs 1998


Maya Quest CDs


Smart Board


Various rainforest CDs


Macintosh computers


In-Focus projector


Video on Costa Rica

 

