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OVERVIEW


	This is a Global History Unit on the Renaissance Period.  This Unit is designed to implemented in 15 Blocks (87 minutes each), however student activities and lesson plans can be transformed to adapt to any class schedule. This Unit is constructed to enhance student skills in reading and listening comprehension, research,  presenting, and writing. Students will explain the transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance Period, describe the social, political and economic characteristics of the period, as well as identify major contributions. Students will research and create a PowerPoint presentation on an identified Renaissance personality. 			


 
































CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 


Declarative �
Procedural �
�
1)  Students will identify the social, political and economic changes that occurred at the decline of the Middle Ages, contributing to the development of the Renaissance.�
1)  Students will observe a role play presentation addressing the pertinent highlights of the Renaissance and effective communication skills.�
�
2)  Students will understand the main themes of the Renaissance through the completion of a DBQ exercise. �
2)  Students will identify facts about the Renaissance through the completion of an Anticipation Guide and the DBQ Activity. �
�
3)  Students will examine the influence of geography on the rise of the Italian Renaissance. �
3)  Students will enhance DBQ skills through the completion of DBQ Activity.�
�
4)  Students will compare the Italian and Northern Renaissances.�
4) Students will use the skill of compare and contrast in the construction of a Venn Diagram.  �
�
5)  Students will identify the major contributions of the Renaissance in Europe.�
5)  Students will complete a map. �
�
6) Students will identify the term “Renaissance Man.” �
6)  Students will conduct research in the library and on the Internet.





�
�
7) Students will understand the causes and the effects of the Reformation. �
7)  Students will create a PowerPoint presentation on a designated Renaissance


 personality. �
�
8) Students will recognize the Renaissance as a turning point in global history. �
8)  Students will use the skill of public speaking in individual presentations.�
�
 �
9)  Students will construct support for the greatest contributor to the Renaissance by writing a business letter to the King.�
�
�
10) Students will create a Cause and Effect graphic organizer on the Reformation. Students will complete a FWL on the Reformation.�
�
�
11) Students will construct support for the Renaissance as a turning point in global history using a graphic organizer.  �
�









ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS


 1. How did the decline of the Middle Ages contribute to the development of the 	Renaissance era?


2. What are the political, social, religious, and economic characteristics of the 	Renaissance?


3. Who are the main contributors during the Renaissance period?


4. What are the causes and the effects of the Reformation?


5. How can the Renaissance be defended as a turning point in global history?





CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS


All standards are addressed, but not necessarily assessed.


Social Studies Standards


Standard 2 - World History 


	Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 


    1. The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives. 


      


Students: 


know the social and economic characteristics, such as customs, traditions, child-rearing practices, ways of making a living, education and socialization practices, gender roles, foods, and religious and spiritual beliefs that distinguish different cultures and civilizations 


know some important historic events and developments of past civilizations          interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history 


     2. Establishing timeframes, exploring different periodizations, examining themes across time and within cultures, and focusing on important turning points in world history help organize the study of world cultures and civilizations. 





Students: 


study about major turning points in world history by investigating the causes and other factors that brought about change and the results of these changes. 


     


     3. Study of the major social, political, cultural, and religious developments in world history involves learning about the important roles and contributions of individuals and groups. 





Students: 


investigate the roles and contributions of individuals and groups in relation to key social, political, cultural, and religious practices throughout world history 


 interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history 


 classify historic information according to the type of activity or practice: social/cultural, political, economic, geographic, scientific, technological, and historic. 





ELA Standards:


Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 


     Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 





Listening and Reading 


     1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting 	data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and 	using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources. 





Students:


interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations, including technical manuals, professional journals, newspaper and broadcast editorials, electronic networks, political speeches and debates, and primary source material in their subject area courses 


synthesize information from diverse sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in the information 


use a combination of techniques (e.g., previewing, use of advance organizers, structural cues) to extract salient information from texts make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas 


make perceptive and well developed connections to prior knowledge 


evaluate writing strategies and presentational features that affect interpretation of the information. 





Speaking and Writing 


     1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing 	and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one's own words, applying 	information from one context to another, and presenting the information and


	interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly. 











Students: 


write and present research reports, feature articles, and thesis/support papers on a variety of topics related to all school subjects 


present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic 


use a wide range of organizational patterns such as chronological, logical (both deductive and inductive), cause and effect, and comparison/contrast support interpretations and decisions about relative significance of information with explicit statement, evidence, and appropriate argument 


 use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve an individual style that communicates effectively. 








Technology Standard:


Standard 5 - Technology 


	Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 











INITIATING ACTIVITY


 	As a hook to introduce the Unit, the teacher will role play an influential figure of the Renaissance Era.  The teacher will address main facts about the person’s life as well as characteristics of the Renaissance. Students observe appropriate communication skills through a presentation of Queen Elizabeth I. 


	The “role play hook” can be substituted with a movie clip, however the presentation serves as an introduction to the presentation activity.


 




















LEARNING EXPERIENCES�In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining �experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.


 		


Day 1�
To link prior knowledge, students will examine a list of 5 facts about the decline of the Middle Ages and the rise of the Renaissance. Students will engage in the Renaissance Anticipation Guide, in which they will work in collaborative pairs to establish whether they agree or disagree with the 5 facts of the Renaissance. Students will use their knowledge of the Middle Ages to calculate their answers.  Students will individually complete the DBQ Activity (read the documents and answer scaffolding questions) which provides the answers to the Anticipation Guide. After the completion of the DBQ activity, students will return to their collaborative pairs to examine their responses. �
�
Day 2 �
Students will learn about the role of the decline of the Middle Ages as a foundation to the changes occurring during the Renaissance.  The teacher will direct a lecture identifying and explaining the political, social, and economic changes leading up to the Renaissance Era. To arrange the information, students will construct a Fish Bone Graphic Organizer. Students will construct meaning for the identified changes of the Renaissance through the implementation of the 3-minute pause strategy throughout the lecture, highlighting key vocabulary and concepts.  Students will work in collaborative pairs to complete the map of Europe and the Renaissance vocabulary list.  Students will shift into cooperative learning groups to examine the influence of geography on the development of the Italian Renaissance.  Teacher will conclude the lesson by reviewing the corrected DBQ Activities.�
�
Day 3�
Students will read Ch. 14 Sections 1 and 2 on the Renaissance Period. Using the Numbered Heads strategy, #1s will identify characteristics of the Italian Renaissance as #2s will identify characteristics of the Northern Renaissance.  Students will work in collaborative groups to complete a Venn Diagram, comparing the developments of the Italian and Northern Renaissances.  Teacher will present visuals to support the Renaissance contributions (art samples scientific models, etc.). Students will receive the Renaissance PowerPoint/ Presentation Assignment. �
�
Day 4�
Students will research their Renaissance Assignments in the library using encyclopedias, biographies, books, etc. Students document research in the Presentation Note Packet. �
�
Day 5�
Students will conduct research in the computer lab using the Internet.�
�
Day 6 �
Students will organize materials needed for the presentations. Students will create slides for their presentation using PowerPoint.�
�
Days 7-8�
Students will present their Renaissance Personality using PowerPoint.�
�
Day 9�
Students will complete a Human Treasure Hunt, searching for Renaissance contributors which were introduced in the presentations.   Teacher will introduce the term “Renaissance Man” using the Word Splash technique.  Students must choose one scholar/artist/scientist who made the greatest impact on the Renaissance period to construct a letter to the King using a word processor. �
�












Day 10�
Teacher introduces the Reformation through reviewing the role of the Roman Catholic Church during the Middle Ages.  Students will read Ch. 14 Sections 3 and 4.  Following the reading, the teacher will model the completion of a graphic organizer on the Reformation. Students will work in collaborative groups of three examining the causes and the effects of the Reformation. �
�
Day 11�
Teacher will lead a discussion reviewing the main concepts and participants of the Reformation.  Teacher will construct a model for the procedure of FWL using the topic of the Renaissance.  Students will create a FWL writing sample reviewing the main causes and effects of the Reformation.  �
�
Day 12�
Students will learn the steps involved in the skill of constructing support as the teacher demonstrates a model for the process.  Students will complete a “Constructing support” graphic organizer on the Renaissance being a major turning point in global history. Students must identify whether they agree or disagree with the Renaissance being a historic turning point, construct three reasons supporting their claim, and identify specific facts to reinforce the reasons. �
�
�
�
�






CULMINATING PERFORMANCE �Include rubric(s)


  


Day 10 �
Students will decide which Renaissance person made the strongest impact in the time period. Students will be introduced to several scholars, artists, and scientists through the PowerPoint presentation activity.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of the major ideas and developments of the Renaissance by choosing one person whom best fits the criterion of a “Renaissance Man.”  Students use electronic sources to support their candidate. Students will identify and investigate the best candidate in a letter to the King. Students must persuade the King in a word-processed business letter to honor their “Renaissance Man” in an upcoming Festival. 





  





�
�
�
�
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PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS


familiarity with the Anticipation Guide activity (definition provided below)


familiarity with the Fish-Bone Graphic Organizer and the 3-minute pause concept


Word Processing


Communication Skill Development


PowerPoint


familiarity with the Human Treasure Hunt Activity








MODIFICATIONS


Modifications for students with IEPs will be met, in regards to extended time in the completion of projects and computer access. Other modifications may include 


 


UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN


13 days (Block Schedule) 


 


TECHNOLOGY USE


Students use the Internet to research an assigned Renaissance personality


 Students organize presentations using PowerPoint


Students use word processing programs to construct a letter to the King


 




















