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OVERVIEW

Famous Americans is a language arts unit for third graders.  Famous Americans who have contributed to our nation’s history can provide children with important role models for leadership, courage and idealism.  The students will read and understand biographies and autobiographies.  The students will use computers and the library to research a famous American.  They will write a report and produce a final product.  This unit will take approximately 4 – 5 weeks. 
 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 Students will understand the criteria for a biography.
	Students will read biographies about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.

	 Students will be able to present information in written reports and oral presentations.
	 Students will research a famous American by using the Internet and library sources.  They will write a brief report about a famous American and make a presentation to their peers.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. What is a biography?

2. How can an individual bring about changes in society?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS

ELA Standard 1 – Language for Information and Understanding:

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

Key Idea #2: Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.

Performance Indicator: Students will present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries, paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts.

Performance Indicator: Students will observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms.

MST Standard 2 – Information Systems:
Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Key Idea #1: Information technology is used to retrieve, process, and communicate information and as a tool to enhance learning.

Performance Indicator: Students will use a variety of equipment and software packages enter, process, display, and communicate information in different forms using text, tables, pictures, and sound.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

Day One: I am introducing the unit with a game called “Who Am I?”.  First each student will think of people whom they think of as famous Americans.  I will remind them to include men and women, presidents and scientists, and people from the past and present.  Then they will work in collaborative pairs and make a list of 10 famous Americans.  Each pair will choose one famous American from their list, write down two or three clues about that person, and present the clues to the class, asking at the end, “Who Am I?”.  After the game is finished, I will discuss with the children what makes a “famous” American.  The children will brainstorm their ideas and record them on a web.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Day 2:  The teacher will discuss and define the terms biography and autobiography.  I will introduce the biography, George Washington, Young Leader by Lawrence Santrey.  The students will begin a K-W-L chart about George Washington. They will start with what they know and want to know about Washington.  They will write 2 ideas of their own and share with the class to complete the first two parts.  After reading about Washington, the students will complete the chart by writing down what they have learned.   

Day 3:  The teacher will introduce new vocabulary from the book, George Washington, Young Leader.  Each child will be given a word.  Then he/she will look up the word in the dictionary, write down the definition, write a sentence, and share with the class.

Day 4, 5, 6:  The teacher will have students make predictions about the sort of school George Washington went to, the kind of house he lived in, the kinds of transportation he used, and the way the land itself looked at that time.  The teacher will list predictions on the board, and ask children to read to find out which parts of the story are similar to or different from their predictions.  The students will read George Washington, Young Leader by Lawrence Santrey over three days.  The teacher will give comprehension questions for students to answer.  After reading, the teacher will discuss with students which predictions came true.

Day 7:  The students will complete a K-W-L chart by filling in the What They Have Learned section of the chart.  The students will share with the class.  The students will make a web to answer the question “What does it take to be a leader?”  Then the students will complete a worksheet answering the following questions:

1) What does it take to be a leader?

2) Why is George Washington considered a leader?

Day 8:  The teacher will tell the students that George Washington is running for President of the new United States and that they are his campaign managers.  The students will make posters urging people to vote for George Washington.  The students will use catchy campaign slogans and will make a list of reasons why people should vote for George Washington.

Day 9:  The teacher will introduce the book: Abe Lincoln, The Young Years by Keith Brandt.  The teacher will pass out a Lincoln penny to each student.  The students will study both sides of the coin and will discuss what they notice.  The students will define the word liberty and talk about the Lincoln Memorial.

The students will begin a K-W-L chart about Abraham Lincoln.  They will start with what they know and want to know about Abraham Lincoln.  After reading about Lincoln, they will complete the chart.

The teacher will introduce new vocabulary for the book: Abe Lincoln, The Young Years. Each child will be given a word.  Then he/she will look up the word in the dictionary, write down the definition, write a sentence, and share with the class.

Day 10, 11, 12:  The students will look at the illustration on the cover of the book.  They will make predictions about Lincoln’s young life based on what they see.   The teacher will list their predictions on chart paper.  The students will read to find out if their predictions are true.

The students will read Abe Lincoln, The Young Years over three days.  The teacher will give comprehension questions for students to answer.  They will  use details from the story to answer.  After reading, the teacher will discuss with students which predictions came true.

Day 13:  (Extending & Refining)

The children will finish the K-W-L chart by completing the Learned section of the chart.  The students will share with the class.

The teacher will talk with the students about the similarities and differences between Abe Lincoln’s and George Washington’s childhoods.  The students will complete a Venn Diagram with a partner.  Then they will share with the class.

Day 14:  The students will work in groups of four.  They will make a list of all the chores that needed to be done in a pioneer household like the Lincolns’, such as splitting logs, clearing land, cooking, cleaning, and so on.  They will divide the chores equally among themselves, making sure that everyone does his or her fair share.  The students will use the activity sheet “Working Together in the Wilderness’.

The students will pretend that they are newspaper reporters.  They will write down four questions that they would ask Abraham Lincoln, if they could.

Day 15:  (Extending & Refining)

The teacher will discuss with the students the contents of the culminating project.  They will be given a rubric that will show them how they are going to be graded and what is expected of them.

Their project will include the following:

· They will choose a famous American that they would like to learn more about.

· They will research the person they have chosen.  They may use the Internet, books, magazines, encyclopedias, computer programs, or videos.

· The students will be required to use Microsoft Word to publish their famous American report.

· Their project will include a cover, their report, a timeline, interview questions, and a bibliography.

· They will be required to make a final product to show what they have learned.  Their final product may be a poster, a sculpture, a mobile, a collage, a model, a puppet, a diorama, a poem, a costume, or an idea of their own.

· Finally, the students will give their presentations.

The teacher will give the students a list of famous Americans.  They will choose a person that they would like to learn more about.  They will turn in a sheet to the teacher with the person they have chosen.  At this time they will be given a note-taking sheet, which describes what information they need to find.  The teacher will review with the students note-taking skills.

Day 16 & 17:  (Acquisition Experience)

The teacher will check to see that everyone has chosen a famous American.  The teacher will pass out the sources of information sheet.  The teacher will explain that they need to write down any sources they use for their report.  The teacher will take the students to the library.  They will use the note-taking sheet provided.  The students will begin to research the person they have chosen.  The teacher will check with individual students to visually assess their progress.

* Assistance will be provided by the teacher, librarian, assistant, and computer coordinator.

Day 18:  The teacher will demonstrate to the students how to rewrite information in their own words from their notes.  The teacher will pass out a checklist for their report, a writing checklist, a time line, an interview question sheet, and a bibliography sheet.  For their report, the students will need a cover, a report, a time line, interview questions, and a bibliography.  Students will finish researching their person.

Day 19:  The students will write a rough draft using their notes.  They will revise and proofread their rough draft.  Next they will have a classmate proofread it.  The students will assess themselves by using the writing checklist provided.  They will write a final copy and proofread it.  The teacher will proofread the final copy.

Day 20 & 21:  The students will type their reports using Microsoft Word in the computer lab or in the classroom.  Assistance will be provided by the teacher, computer coordinator, and assistant when needed.  Using a teacher generated rubric, the teacher will assess the students progress.  (Computer Rubric)

Day 22 & 23:  The students will hand in their choice for their final product.  The teachers will provide the materials that are needed, if any.  The students will begin working on the final product.

Day 24 & 25:  The students will give their presentations to the class.  They will read their research reports and show their final products to the class.

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE
The culminating performance will demonstrate that the students understand how people affect their lives.

Task: The students will research a famous American of their choice.  They will use the Internet and other sources to gather information about their person.  They will complete a cover, a report, a time line, interview questions, and a bibliography.  They will process their reports using Microsoft Word.  They will complete a final product which will show an understanding of the person’s life.  (Rubric)

FAMOUS AMERICANS

	
	20


	15


	10
	5

	
	Shows a thorough understanding of the person’s life. Includes six or more facts about the person’s life.
	Shows a general understanding of the person’s life. Includes five facts about the person’s life.
	Shows little understanding of the person’s life. Includes four facts about the person’s life.
	Shows a vague understanding of the person’s life. Includes three facts about the person’s life.

	Written Report

(40 points)
	Well-organized, no spelling, capitalization, punctuation, or grammar errors.
	Some organization, a few spelling or grammar errors.
	Little organization, many spelling or grammar errors.
	No organization, didn’t follow directions or incomplete.

	Project Organization
	Includes all five parts: cover, written report, time line, interview questions, bibliography.


	Includes only four parts.
	Includes only three parts.
	Includes only one or two parts.

	Presentation
	Speaks clearly throughout, looks at audience several times.
	Speaks clearly most of the time, looks at the audience at least two times.
	Speaks clearly some of the time, looks at the audience at least one time.
	Mumbles throughout, never looks at the audience.

	Final Product
	Shows a thorough understanding of the person’s life, shows extra effort and imagination.


	Shows a general understanding of the person’s life, shows some effort and imagination.
	Shows little understanding of the person’s life, shows little effort and imagination.
	Shows a vague understanding of the person’s life, shows no effort or imagination.


CULMINATING PROJECT RUBRIC

Name___________________________________
Score_______

Rubric for Assessing Information Systems

Teacher Assessment

Name____________________________________

Date___________


Student will be able to:

1)  Log onto computer  __________

2)  Access the word processor  __________

3)  Type  __________

4)  Edit  __________

5)  Save  __________

Name____________________________________

Famous People Report

Self-Assessment
Checklist for Your Report

_____ 1.  Famous American’s Name ________________________________

_____ 2.  Write down sources of information

_____ 3.  Take notes

_____ 4.  Rough draft finished

_____ 5.  Writing checklist

_____ 6.  Final copy written and proofread

_____ 7.  I have done the following:


     a.  Cover _____


     b.  Report _____


     c.  Time Line _____


     d.  Interview questions _____


     e.  Bibliography page _____

_____ 8.  Final product completed __________________________________

Writing Checklist

Self-Assessment










Yes

No

1.
Did you put your name on the  paper?

       ________
      ________

2.
Did you skip lines?




       ________
      ________

3.
Did you write complete sentences?


       ________
      ________



(subject, predicate)

4.
Did you remember to use capital letters at

       ________
      ________


the beginning of a sentence and on proper nouns?

5.
Did you use punctuation marks correctly?

       ________
      ________



(sentences, abbreviations, titles)

6.
Did you spell the words you know correctly?
       ________
      ________


Did you find out how to spell the words you weren’t


sure of?





       ________
      ________

7.
Do you have a beginning, middle, and end

to your report?





       ________
      ________

8.
Is your writing interesting?



       ________
      ________


Can you make it better?

When you have finished checking the paper, please sign your name.

_______________________________________________________ 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
· Familiarity with note-taking

· Basic keyboarding

· Familiarity with the basic internet navigation

MODIFICATIONS
 The unit is designed so that everyone can participate.  The teacher and other students will help those having difficulty with reading and taking notes.  Resource materials need to be available.  The availability of the library and computer lab is important.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Planning Time:

· 1 hour to gather materials, books, and planning a schedule

· 2 hours to design rubrics

Implementation Time:

· Day One – 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Two - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Three - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Four - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Five - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Six – 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Seven - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Eight - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Nine - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Ten - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Eleven – 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Twelve - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Thirteen - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Fourteen - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Fifteen - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Sixteen – 1 hour (library or computer lab)

· Day Seventeen - 1 hour (library or computer lab)

· Day Eighteen – 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Nineteen - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Twenty – 1 hour (computer lab)

· Day Twenty-One – 1 hour (computer lab)

· Day Twenty-Two - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Twenty-Three - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Twenty-Four - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

· Day Twenty-Five - 40 minutes (in the classroom)

Total – 18 hours over 25 days

Assessment

· Student Self – Assessment:  3 minutes for writing checklist

· Teacher created rubric (Information Systems):  3 minutes for each student

· Teacher created rubric (Culminating Performance Rubric):  10 minutes for each student

TECHNOLOGY USE
1. Word Processor used for report – Microsoft Word

2. Internet Access provided by the school.

3. Children’s Literature:

· Santrey, Laurence. George Washington, Young Leader.

Troll Associates, 1995.

· Brandt, Keith. Abe Lincoln, The Young Years.

Troll Associates, 1995.

4. Teacher Resource

· Carey, Ginger. Research Made Easy.

Good Apple, 1996.

Name_________________________________

FAMOUS AMERICANS

Inventors:
Thomas Edison, Orville and Wilbur Wright, Alexander

Graham Bell, Benjamin Franklin

Astronauts:
Sally Ride, Neil Armstrong, John Glenn, Alan Shepherd

Presidents:
Theodore Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan,

John Adams

Sports Figures:
Tiger Woods, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle, Jesse

Owens

Authors/Poets:
Mark Twain, Dr. Suess, Edgar Allen Poe, Laura

Ingalls Wilder, Emily Dickinson

People from History:
Paul Revere, Amelia Earhart, Daniel Boone,

Grandma Moses, Annie Oakley, Johnny

Appleseed, Betsy Ross


Entertainers:
  Judy Garland, John Wayne, Fred Astaire, Roy Rogers,

  Margaret Hamilton, David Copperfield

Choose a famous American from above that you would like to know more about or think of a person on your own.  This person may be someone from the past or someone who is alive today.

I would like to learn more about__________________________________.

This person is famous for his/her contributions in ____________________.

Name_________________________________

Sources of Information

To learn about the famous American you have chosen, you will use different sources of information.  Look in the library for biographies and autobiographies about your person.  Other sources of information may include encyclopedias, videos, magazines, newspapers, and diaries.  Try to use at least two different sources of information.

Written Sources
Title and Author_________________________________________

Publisher and Date_______________________________________

Title and Author_________________________________________

Publisher and Date_______________________________________

Movies/Video___________________________________________

Computer Program​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________

Name________________________________
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Famous American

Person’s Name____________________________________________

Birthdate_________________________________________________

Birthplace________________________________________________

Mother___________________________________________________

Father____________________________________________________

The Early Years

The early years cover the years between birth and when a person finishes school.  Find out at least three facts about the early part of your famous American’s life.

1. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Name________________________________

Famous American Report – Note Taking – Page 2

The Middle Years

The middle years are the years in which a person starts his or her career.  Sometimes, during this time people get married and have children, but not always.  Find out at least three facts about the middle part of your person’s life.  Some facts may include: where the person lived; whether or not the person married and had a family; the work the person did; what the person was interested in.

1. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Name________________________________
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The Later Years

In people’s later years, they may retire and do the things they didn’t have time to do earlier.  Write three facts about your person’s later years.

1. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

What accomplishments made this person famous?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

 Name______________________________

Famous American Report

Your report must include:

· Cover: Title, Name, Picture

· Report

· Time Line

· Interview Questions

· Bibliography

[image: image1.jpg]Name of Person
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AN INTERVIEW WITH

___________________________________________

Name of Person

If you could interview your famous person, what three questions would you ask?

1. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

BIBLIOGRAPHY

BOOK

Title_________________________________________________

Author_______________________________________________

Pages________________________________________________

ENCYCLOPEDIA

Title_________________________________________________

Publisher_____________________________________________

Date_________________________________________________

Volume__________
Subject_____________
Pages_________

COMPUTER PROGRAM

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

OTHER

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

THE FINAL PRODUCT

Now that you finished your report about a famous person, show what you have learned by making a product.  Here is a list of ideas.  If you want to do something that is not on this list, please see me.


Product Ideas


POSTER


SCULPTURE


MOBILE


COLLAGE


MODEL


PUPPET


DIORAMA


POEM


COSTUME
Be prepared to share your product with your class.

For my final product, I will_________________________________

________________________________________________________.

Name______________________________

Date______________

Famous Americans

Student Questionnaire

1)  What part did you like best about the unit?

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

2)  What part didn’t you like about the unit?

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

3)  What did you learn?

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________









(Date)

Dear Parents,


The third graders are just finishing our learning unit for reading about famous Americans.  Your child did research, wrote a report, used the computer, and made a final product.  Thanks for all of your support and help with your child’s project.   Please talk to your child about the unit and what they have learned.

What did you like about the unit?

Please make any other comments about the unit.  This will help me improve the unit for another year.  Thanks for your time & cooperation.









Sincerely,

	


Key:			S - Satisfactory		N – Needs


								       Improvement


U -Unsatisfactory
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