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OVERVIEW
 Students will analyze characteristics of a story as well as skills to become a better writer, reader, listener, and teller of stories.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 Students will think about the elements that stories have
 Students will make a brain storm list of story elements

 Students will be read a story written by teacher
 Students listen to a teacher written story and take notes

 Students compare story elements with the story they heard
 Students mark off story elements they heard in the story

 Students write their own story based on a given topic (school)
 Students check their story for elements it contains

 Students will record another story from a family member on the same topic(school memory) and transcribe it 
 Students check that story for elements it contains

Students compare the 2 stories side by side

Students will form discussion groups to talk about story telling, reading, writing,  listening.

Students will determine the skills necessary for each and evaluate themselves for strengths and weaknesses by performing each task. 

Students will recall a memorable experience for each grade.

Students will design a cover or use a digital camera to take their photo.
 Students make a graphic organizer or Venn diagram comparing/contrasting the two story samples

Inspiration may be used

Students will respond to evaluation sheet.

Students will follow procedures for writing a school story each month for each grade they completed.

Students will assemble a booklet of their stories.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How are the stories alike? How are they different? Why are they different? Is one more interesting than the other? Why do you think so? What makes one story more interesting than the other? 

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 

Standard 1 - Language for Information and Understanding 

     Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding. 

     Elementary - Listening and Reading 

1. Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas, discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Select and use strategies they have been taught for notetaking, organizing, and categorizing information

           
Ask specific questions to clarify and extend meaning.

      Elementary - Speaking and Writing 

1. Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking    probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely and comprehensibly.

      ELA Standards 1 intermediate

Select a focus, organization, and point of view for oral and written presentations 

Use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and difference

Use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or  clarify information

        
  Include relevant information and exclude extraneous material 

 Use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading (the "writing process") to produce well-constructed informational texts

  Observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and  capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structure appropriate to written forms. 


ELA Standard 3 intermediate

1. Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing  imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical, and cultural features of text. 

Understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives

Read aloud accurately and fluently, using phonics and context cues to determine pronunciation and meaning.          

Evaluate literary meaning1. Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretations, analyses, and reaction to the content and language of a text.

Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multilayered.

Create their own stories, poems, and songs using the elements of the literature they have read and appropriate vocabulary      

          Observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY

When the student story and the family member story have been typed out each student will analyze the two stories looking for likes and differences in a Venn diagram format

The teacher may wish to model this by using a personal story and doing the compare/contrast format with a student story. These stories can be discussed with the class and decide which is more interesting and why? Which has more detail? Which has essential elements of a story,etc.?

 After the initial analysis of the 2 stories, their story and the family member story has been made, the students will get into partner groups in which they will share their stories as well as their analysis of them.  They will discuss each other’s stories to see if they agree or not on the more interesting story.

 Then the class will come together and pick out the elements that make a story good(interesting). They will try to incorporate these elements in their stories in the form of a checklist as they continue their (school) stories. This will result in a storybook of school memories of elementary school.   

The checklist will include things such as:

Beginning, middle, end

Personal spelling work list        

Descriptive language (adjectives,adverbs)

Many details to give the reader/listener picture clues

COPS –Capitalization and spelling

              Overall appearance

               Punctuation

               Sentence structure

LESSON 1   

WRITING/READING/TELLING/LISTENING  discuss each

Are these all the same? How are they different? Is one easier than the other?Why?

Which one do you think you are best at?Why?

What qualities are needed for the others? How could you improve your skill in the other areas?

Which way do you most enjoy a story- Writing/reading/listening/telling? Why?

Is all writing story writing? Why/why not?

Newspapers? History books? Textbooks? 

What makes a story a story?

How do you build a story? 

When you do a school report, is it a story? Could it be? Is it still a report? Would it be better as a story? Why/whynot? Would it be more memorable?

How can you take facts, research and put them into a story? A report? Do authors/ storytellers do that? Are they the same or different? Why do you think so?

Can you write a story about math, science, health, gym, art, music? What must ALL stories have?

Can the skills and characteristics be used in all subject areas?

Would the story form make it easier to get the information across to the listener/reader?

Would it be easier for the reader/listener to understand and remember the information? Why?

The use of these questions will enable students to identify, develop, and use those characteristics they find most beneficial to stories of all kinds and subjects.  

Lesson 1 groups

1.Reader - reads discussion questions.

2.Listener - helps group come to decision on questions.

3. Recorder - takes notes on discussion.

4. Reporter - gives results of discussion to the class.

LESSON 2 

TELLER/LISTENER/READER/CRITIC

What are the duties/responsibilities of each of the above?

WRAP UP- TAKE your story and in a group of 4 , each students become one of the above.

                     SHARE your feelings about you job.

                     ROTATE stories and jobs until everyone has experienced all four

                                     Which did you like the most? Least? Why?     

Lesson 2 groups

1. Reader - asks what are duties/responsibilities of each (teller,listener,reader,critic)

2. Recorder - takes notes on answers

Each student reads their story while others listen.  Someone retells the story and another student analyzes for story elements(checklist)

A group discussion follows as to likes/dislikes,strengths/weaknesses of each job(teller,etc.)

Evaluation sheet follows discussion.

Following lesson 2 - Students will then work on a school story for each grade they have completed. They will follow the procedure of using inspiration or a graphic organizer to recall the details of their story(memory), refer to their checklist and personal spelling list and proofread, edit, and type a grade story each month.

As a culminating activity students will create a memory book of school stories for each grade they completed.

They will have a choice for the cover

*make a design

*take a photo with digital camera

*draw a self -portrait

*attach or scan photos of themselves at grade levels.

Books will be assembled and bound.

LESSON 3 – Optional ?independent study

Webquest   URL-http://php.indiana.edu/~chprice/cllhome.html
This site allows students to work in pairs or small groups to re-visit and analyze a favorite childhood story book.  It gives a step by step process by which they can analzye the things they enjoyed about the book and look more closely as those elements so that they can be incorporated in their own writing.  This will allow students who have a desire to "publish" to  use the framework given and produce a good piece of writing.

Children's Literature Workshop 

                                       WebQuest Preview

        Are you ready for a nostalgic trip into your past? If you are, then you are in the right place!

 This is a WebQuest that will bring back those carefree childhood days

when you did not have anything better to do than to sit down and read picture

books. 

Task: 


PRIVATE
Introduction
Resources
Process
Guidance
Evaluation Rubric
Conclusion
Sources

Return Home
PRIVATE

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Nostalgic Storytime Picture"

Each of you will be paired with two of your classmates to choose a children's picture book. There are various places that you can find these books including the web, the library, or at home. After you have chosen a book, let your teacher look it over to make sure it will be appropriate for the workshop. Then, as a group, you will work on a 3-4 page paper that consists of your analysis of this book. The specifics for this analysis will be explained in the Process page. Finally, each of you will be creating your own children's story book that includes some of the aspects you covered in your group's paper analysis, along with new creations of your own. 
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LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1) Listen to teacher written story-recall details and list story elements  

 2) Write personal story- list story elements

3) Record story from family member –transcribe for analysis

4) Make graphic organizer /Venn diagram of two stories

5) Analyze stories for likes and differences as well as interest.

6) Collaborate with a group.

7) Develop checklist.

8) Analyze skills for each task

                                 CULMINATING PERFORMANCE               


After students have continued the process of recalling and developing school stories for their completed grades, using inspiration as a graphic organizer and a timeline of events, they will write a story experience for each grade , proofread, edit, etc. design an appropriate cover or use a digital camera and take their photo to use as a cover and assemble their booklet.
After this initial set of lessons and experiences have been completed, the students will be asked to evaluate themselves in relation to the particular  skills necessary for writing/reading/listening/telling stories. 

 They will note their strengths and weaknesses and also point out the need for developing these skills as a life long skill.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Use of computer keyboarding skills to transcribe and write stories. Ability to use graphic organizer for analysis.

Computer – web site for story writing

                   Use of alpha smarts for typing stories if available

                     Timeliner program for sequencing if appropriate

                      Inspiration for graphic organizer to plan story

MODIFICATIONS
Easily adaptable to age, subject areas as well as computer skills 

 Work processors, Alpha Smarts, tape recorders, dictation may be used for students with special needs.( Alpha Smarts are stand alone keyboards that students can use for work processing and they hook up to a main computer to print their story)

I had 7 students with IEP’s.  Their special needs were primarily met in group work where they could be read to and had to listen.  Alpha Smarts were also used for those with handwriting difficulties.

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Initial set up and analysis at least 2-3 weeks.  After that (if using school story theme) one grade level story submitted each month.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 Timeliner,inspiration,microsoft word

Digital camera

 Web site –URL=http://php.indiana.edu/~chprice/cllhome.html

CHECKLIST

__Beginning. Middle, End

__Punctuation

__Grammar

__Characters

__Details

__Setting

__Descriptive words(adj. and adv.)

__Plot

__Author

__Title

__Paragraphs

__Sentences

__Problem/solution

__Feelings

__Good/bad traits

RUBRIC PTS.

Graphic organizer (inspiration)  1

Timeline of evenrs(Timeliner)    1

Writing -                                   3

      Sentences-structure,variety,vivid language

      Mechanics - spelling,punctuation

Reading -                                  3

       Voice,volume

       Pronounciation

       Expression

Listening                                    1

       Able to recall details, names,places, events

Speaking                                    1

       Retell proper sequence, facts,appropriate voice

EVLAUATION

I am a better (writer,reader, listener,teller)PICK ONE. The reason is _______________

___________________________________________________________________.

The qualities needed are _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

I need to work on becoming a better (writer,reader,listener,teller) PICK ONE. I have trouble in this area because_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

The skill I have to work on most is__________________________________________.

In the future, this will help me become a better ________________________________.

One real world way I will be able to use this skill is ____________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

