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OVERVIEW


This unit is designed to help students discover the many contributions made by Native Americans to our American society, as we know it today.  It will provide an in depth study of early Iroquois life in New York state, including citizens’ roles and responsibilities within the Iroquois system of government.  The unit also provides opportunities for students to understand our form of government and the foundation upon which it was established.  The unit should take about six weeks to complete.
 

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Identify major Iroquois groups
Explain daily Iroquois life 

Identify who started Iroquois Confederacy  Identify Iroquois ceremonies and celebrations and symbols
Make representations depicting early Iroquois life



Identify natural resources used by the Iroquois


Design mobile naming, depicting and explaining Iroquois celebrations

Identify and understand basic ideals if American democracy

Identify individuals who helped strengthen democracy
Construct and explain museum exhibits on Iroquois life

 .

Identify Iroquois accomplishments of individuals and groups
Participate in Native American dances

Define government, democracy, citizenship nation,  state, justice

Know what the US Constitution is and why it is important

Understand basic values of Iroquois Confederacy and American Democracy

Identify rules and responsibilities of Iroquois people

Identify rules and responsibilities of American citizens
 Interview expert on laws of Iroquois Confederacy

Construct “mobile” depicting Federalism and the United States three levels of government

Conduct survey on qualities of a good citizen

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What aspects of the Iroquois Confederacy can be found in today’s government in the United States?  How did Iroquois traditions and culture influence today’s American traditions, cultures and communities?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
Social Studies Standard 1:   Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.  

Key Ideas 1, 2, 3 
 Performance Indicators:  

Know roots of American Culture, its development from many traditions, ways Iroquois played a role in creating American cultures and traditions.

Understand basic ideals of American democracy as explained in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

Explain values, practices and traditions that unite all Americans.

Gather and organize information about Iroquois traditions. 

Recognize how traditions and practices are passed from one generation to the next.

Gather and organize information about Iroquois accomplishments of individuals and groups.

Identify individuals who helped strengthen democracy.

Social Studies Standard 5:  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the U.S. Constitution; the basic civil values of  American Constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.

Key Ideas 1, 2, 3

Performance Indicators:

Know the meaning of key terms and concepts relating to governments: democracy, power, and citizenship, nation state, and justice 

Describe the basic purposes of government

Social and political systems based on peoples’ beliefs

Know what the Constitution is and why it is important

Understand basic civic values that are the foundation of American Constitutional Democracy.

Citizenship includes awareness of holidays, symbols and celebrations of our nation.

Examine principles of Iroquois Confederacy, Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

ELA Standard 1:  Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.

Key Ideas 1, 2

Performance Indicators:

Interpret and analyze complex informational texts and presentations, newspaper articles, political speeches and primary source material in subject area courses.

Use a combination of techniques (e.g., previewing, use of graphic organizers, structural cues) to extract salient information from texts.

Make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.

Make perceptive and well -developed connections to prior knowledge.

Present a controlling idea that conveys an individual perspective and insight into the topic. 

Use a wide range of organizational patterns such as chronological, logical, cause and effect, comparison/ contrast.

Support interpretations and decisions about relative significance of information with explicit statement, evidence, and appropriate argument.
Use standard English skillfully, applying established rules and conventions for presenting information and making use of a wide range of grammatical constructions and vocabulary to achieve an individual style that communicates effectively.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
The fourth graders will visit the Akwasassne Museum.  In collaborative pairs the students will participate in a scavenger hunt.  They will look for examples of the following:  Iroquois homes, wampum, different types of clothing, tools, weapons, forms of transportation, crops grown, important natural resources, legends, beliefs and the names of Iroquois people.   Students will record drawings or explanations of exhibits found.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
-Pre teach Native Americans by using 5 word 3 word strategy

-Using text New York Adventures in Time and Place read pages 62 and 63 and complete text frame:  “Change Frame—Hunters and Gatherers.”

-Using the book The Iroquois read pages 11 – 13 and complete the graphic organizer:  “Iroquois History Concept Map.”

-Teach mneumonic device to learn names of tribes in the Iroquois League:
       My Sister Only Cries Over Tests.
-Introduce  Iroquois life in the Eastern Woodlands.  Hand out and explain the matrix:  “A Day in the Life of an Iroquois.”   Have students read  “NY Studies Weekly Newspaper”  (week 3 pages 1 and 4 ) and pages 28-44 in the book The Iroquois.   Students will read these selections in small groups, in collaborative pairs and together in class.  While reading these selections students will take notes and complete the matrix. 

-Working in collaborative pairs students will make a model  of items listed in matrixes on Daily Life such as: cradleboards, longhouses, various types of clothing, games, types of transportation, tools, weapons.  Models will be collected for the culminating experience.  Students will follow the rubric for the culminating experience to construct models.

-Introduce Iroquois Religion, Beliefs, and Customs:  read p.22-27 out of book The Iroquois and complete the graphic organizer “Religion, Beliefs, and Customs of the Iroquois.”

-Demonstration of various Native American dances and music by members of Mohawk Nation living in Akwassasne:.    Students will take photographs using a digital camera, scan pictures and write brief description about dances learned and which ceremony they would be used in.

-Students will complete key term activity in small groups using the following words:  confederacy, wampum, clan, sachem, council.  Upon completion of key term activity within groups, each group will share their ideas and descriptions with the whole class.
-Students will read p.16-21 in the book The Iroquois.   After reading and discussing this selection students will complete a “Ticket to Leave Summarizer.”

-Students will read pages 70-75 in textbook New York Adventures in Time and Place.  Students will divide into small groups and work on “The Last Word” activity using the word Confederacy to compile important information that was read.

-Test:  Iroquois Life and Iroquois Confederacy

-Re-read pages 73-75 in textbook New York Adventures in Time and Place.  In collaborative pairs, students will prepare interview questions about the Iroquois Confederacy for a guest speaker.  Students will prepare four questions.

-Mr. Leroy Swamp will speak to students and answer questions about the political organization of the Iroquois Confederacy.  He will point out similarities and differences between the Iroquois Confederacy and the United States Constitution.

 -Divide into small groups and use the “Five Words—Three Words Strategy to introduce the following terms:  government, democracy, nation, state, citizenship, and, justice.  Each group will share with the class their related words and pictures for each term.

-Students will read and discuss together in class pages 194-195 in text Learning About New York State.  After class discussion, students will complete the concept map, “Types of Government,” outlining important information from the selection.

-Review with students a preview notetaking worksheet which outlines the video “Shh, We’re Writing the Constitution.”   Students will watch the video and record important information.  After the video students will share their notes in small groups.

-Review graphic organizer, Change Frame—“Setting Up a New Government,” with students.  Have students brainstorm in small groups some of the problems our new nation faced with its independence.  Each group will share their ideas with the class.  Students will read textbook pages 142-147, New York Adventures in Time and Place, and complete the Change Frame graphic organizer.

-Students will read and discuss in class pages 195-196 in text Learning About New York State.  Students will share ideas about the three branches of government and the three levels of government.  Students will meet in small groups and brainstorm how our system of government compared with the Iroquois longhouse unit and the Iroquois Confederacy.  Each group will share comparisons with the class.

-Students will construct a “mobile” depicting Federalism and its three branches of government and three levels of government.

-Review with students the term citizenship.  Students will brainstorm in small groups their ideas about qualities that make a good citizen.  Each group will share their ideas with the class.  Each student will conduct survey asking two adults the following questions:


-What is the definition for the word citizen?


-What are two qualities that would make a person a good citizen?

-Students will read pages 212-213 in text Learning About New York State and discover how experts define a good citizen.

-Students will share responses they received from their survey and responses will be recorded.  Students will meet in small groups and discuss the responses from their surveys and compare qualities of good citizens with the roles and responsibilities of family members in an Iroquois longhouse.

-Students will complete a Venn diagram comparing the Iroquois Confederacy and United States Constitution. 

-Test:  Forming the United States Constitution and Comparison to the Iroquois Confederacy

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

The fourth graders will create the BRUFA MUSEUM  which will display presentations depicting Iroquois life and their contributions to the United States.  Students will use models, created throughout the unit, as their museum exhibits.  Students will also compose written descriptions explaining the items placed in the museum.  The museum exhibits will be displayed in the school cafeteria and parents will be invited to attend the opening of the museum.   

MUSEUM EXHIBIT RUBRIC
4
-Museum exhibit includes a model that is an exact and precise replica of an item depicting Iroquois life.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates careful construction that is aesthetically pleasing to the eye.

-Museum exhibit includes a neatly written description using a word processor.

-The description fully and specifically explains the museum exhibit.

-The description demonstrates an excellent use of writing mechanics.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates thorough research.

3

-Museum exhibit includes a model that is an accurate replica of an item depicting Iroquois life.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates neat and orderly construction.

-Museum exhibit includes a neatly and legibly written description.

-The description is a satisfactory explanation of the museum exhibit.
-The description demonstrates a satisfactory use of writing mechanics.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates satisfactory research.

2

-Museum exhibit includes a model of an item depicting Iroquois life with some accuracy.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates fair construction.

-Museum exhibit includes a legibly written description.

-The description partially explains the museum exhibit.

-The description demonstrates fair use of writing mechanics.

-Museum exhibit demonstrates some research.

1

-Museum exhibit includes a model of an item depicting Iroquois life with little accuracy.

-Museum exhibit is poorly constructed.

-The description of museum exhibit is difficult to read.

-The description fails to explain the museum exhibit.

-The description demonstrates poor use of writing mechanics.

-The museum exhibit demonstrates little or no research.
 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Read, research and use graphic organizers, write descriptive paragraphs, take notes, participate cooperatively in small groups

 

MODIFICATIONS
 -Have graphic organizers partially completed with only blanks to fill in

 -Have text to be read on tape to be listened to while reading

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 Approximately six weeks, one hour per day, minimum.

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
Digital camera, scanner, computer 
RESOURCES

New York Adventures in Time and Place, Macmillan/McGraw Hill, 1998.

“New York Studies Weekly”, (A weekly newspaper for young students of New York History.) Week 1, September, 1998, vol. 1, issue 1.  New York Studies Weekly  163 Amsterdam Ave.  Box 170  New York, NY  10023, 1-800-3001651.

The Iroquois,  Craig A. and Katherine M. Doherty, Watts First Book History and Biographical Series, 1991.
 

