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OVERVIEW
 Students will learn that there is a wealth of information in a newspaper article.  At the end of this unit they will be able to summarize an article including the main idea, supporting details, the point of view from which the article was written.  They will also write an article for a school newspaper.  

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

The student will know what the main idea is.


The student will be able to find the main idea in a newspaper article

The student will know what relevant details are.
The student will be able to state the details that are relevant to the main idea

The student will know what irrelevant details are.
The student will be able to cross out the irrelevant details

 The student will know what is considered a fact.
 The student will be able to tell the difference between factual information and opinionated information

 The student will know what is considered an opinion.
The student will be able to state from whose point of view an article was written.

 The student will define point of view.
 The student will write an informative newspaper article.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 Are newspapers used for anything other that starting the wood stove?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA Standard #1 Reading for information and understanding

Key Idea #1 Reading to acquire information

Indicator #1 The student will interpret and analyze information. 

Indicator #4The students will distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information and between fact and opinion.

ELA standard #3 Reading for critical analysis and evaluation

Key Idea #1 Reading to analyze and evaluate information

Indicator # 1 The student will analyze, interpret, and evaluate information from public documents.

Indicator #3  The students will understand that within any group there are many different points of view depending on the particular interests and values of individuals and recognize those differences in perspective in texts.

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 A News Reporter will visit the class and give a presentation on how he/she gets information to write articles.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Day 1  Launch unit with KW of KWL. Students discuss what they already know about reading and writing newspaper articles. Record responses on KWL chart and post in classroom. Use Bookends to generate 2 questions to ask when the reporter visits the class. Each group record questions under W on chart.

Day 2  Invite a local news reporter to visit the class. Discussion should be centered on building a bank 
 of ideas of what a news article could be written  about as well as answering questions generated by students.

Day 3 What is the main Idea? Given 3 news articles and the main idea of each, students will work in Numbered Heads to discover 3 ways to find the main idea. Ideas will be presented to class and discussed. Ideas generated should include: read whole article, read all answer choices when given multiple choice question, look for idea mentioned throughout article, and look for key words such as: in summary, as a result, and in conclusion. In notebook, have students complete graphic organizer #1 describing how to find main idea. (Abstraction)

Day 4 Put news article, with title and 1st sentence removed, on overhead projector. Students read together and think out loud to find the main idea using graphic organizer from Day 3. Discuss proper way to state main idea in writing. Underline main idea and key words.  Handout 2 news articles, students use think/pair/share to find main idea and write sentence to clearly state main idea.  (Induction)

Day 5  Extend and Refine: Given a newspaper, read 3 U.S. current event news articles.  On separate sheet of paper, write title and identify the main idea of each one. Write one complete sentence to clearly state each main idea in own words. Use Rubric #1 to assess.  (Induction)
Day 6 Students use dictionary to define the words Relevant and Irrelevant and record in notebooks. Then use think/pair/share to discover how these words relate to main idea of news article and why important to know difference.  Explain that relevant details are supporting details. Complete graphic organizer #2 concerning supporting details. Place one article >from Day 5 on overhead with main idea underlined in yellow. Read one sentence at a time and discuss whether it contains supporting details or irrelevant information. Cross out irrelevant information and underline supporting in pink. Review with numbered heads. One tells two definitions and two tells one why you need to know relevant information.  (Comparing and Constructing Support)

Day 7  Demonstrate how to fill out graphic organizer #3 with main idea and relevant info. (Supporting details). Use Worksheet Checkmates with 2 articles. Students are to read, underline main idea in green, cross out irrelevant information, underline supporting details in red and complete graphic organizer.   (Constructing Support)

Day 8  Discuss how to write a summary using the graphic organizer #3. Hand out Rubric #2 and discuss how to use the rubric to edit summary. Work in pairs to write and edit summaries for articles read on Day 7. Teacher gives assistance where needed.   

Day 9 and 10  Extend and Refine: Read three current event news articles of choice on internet. Complete graphic organizer with main idea and supporting details.  Write a summary with complete sentences.  (Constructing support and Induction) Use Rubric #2 to assess. 

Day 11 Discuss definition of the words: fact and opinion. Students divide a piece of paper into two columns and record facts and opinions while the teacher reads an article orally. Compare lists with a partner and discuss. Share with class and discuss.  (Comparison)

Day 12  Given 3 news articles the students will read them and record facts and opinions in two columns on their paper. Then use Worksheet Checkmates to compare answers. Discuss how to discover from whose point of view the articles were written. Have pairs discuss point of view of previously read articles.  (Comparison and Induction)

Day 13   Give students a list of facts from a news article. Divide class into three groups and give the groups a different point of view from which to read the facts. Each group must develop a news article that will promote their point of view by adding opinions to the facts.  (Analyzing Perspectives) 

Day 14 Students read their article out loud and complete graphic organizer #4 to compare the articles.  Then class guesses whose point of view is being promoted in each article.   (Induction and Comparison)  

Extend and Refine:   The students will read a news article and decide from whose point of view it was written.  Then the students will write a paragraph explaining how the article would be changed if written from a different perspective.  Include the point of view of the article and use details from the article in explanation.  Use Rubric #3 to assess.  (Induction and Constucting Support)
CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
  Day 15 MUT:   The students will write their own news article to be included in a school newspaper. The article must include a main idea and supporting details that are factual as well as irrelevant details to make the article interesting.  Before writing the article, the students must give the teacher the article title and tell from whose point of view the article will be written.  Use Rubric #4 to assess.

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
Students should be able to write a paragraph.

Students should be able to edit their work.

Students should be able to use peer review process.

Students should be able to write news articles incorporating answer to who, what, when, where, and how questions.

 

MODIFICATIONS
Provide a spell check device.

Provide extended time when needed.

Read articles orally to students who have reading disabilities.

Provide other modifications as spelled out in students’ IEP plans.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit should take approximately 3 weeks to teach.

Teacher preplanning time is needed to assemble a packet of news articles or to gather newspapers for every student. 

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 

Overhead projector can be used for demonstration purposes

Computer can be uses to write articles for culminating activity.  It can also be used to access the Internet.

The following web sites can be used for information and reference:

www.nytimes.com/learning
www.newspapers.com
www.newspapers.com/npcom1.htm
www.usatoday.com
www.cnn.com
Graphic Organizers

1. Concept Definition Map – Main Idea

2. Concept Definition Map – Supporting Details

3. Arch Diagram: Main Idea and Supporting Details

4. Compare and Contrast Diagram

Rubric#1

Main Idea

Criteria
2 points
1 point
0 points

Correctly Identifies Main Idea
In all 3 paragraphs
In 2 of paragraphs
0-1 of paragraphs

Presentation
Neat and presentable
Somewhat neat 
Not neat

Mechanics of English
Less than 3 mistakes
3-5 mistakes
More than 5 mistakes

6 points – Excellent

4-5 points –  WOW

0-3 points – Nice try, please try again

Rubric #2

News Article Summary

Criteria
3
2
1

Correctly Identifies Main Idea


Three Articles
Two Articles
One Article

Correctly Identifies  Supporting Details
3 details for all three articles  or 

3 details for 2 articles and two for the other
3 details for 1 article and two for the other two   or

 2 details for each of 3 articles
3 details for 1 article and one for the other two      or 

1 detail for each of 3 articles

Includes summary
Summary for all three articles
Summary for two articles
Summary for one article

Correct use of English Mechanics
Less than 5 errors
5-10 errors
10-15 errors

Presentation 
Writing is neat and presentable
Writing is somewhat neat in 2 summaries
Writing is somewhat neat in 1 summary

 12-15 
points   
Excellent

 8-11

points

WOW

 7 or less 
points   
Nice Try, Please Try Again

Rubric #3

Point of View

Criteria
2
1
0

Point of View from Article 
Clearly Identified and included in paragraph
Identified but not included in paragraph
Not identified

Mechanics of English
Less than 3 mistakes
3-5 mistakes
More than 5 mistakes

Presentation
Neat and presentable
Somewhat neat
Not neat

Details from Article 
Sufficient details included
Some details included
No Details included

7-8 

points

Excellent

 4-6

points

WOE

less than 4 
points

Nice Try, Please try again

Rubric #4

News Article

Criteria
3
2
1
0

Headline
Catchy 
Attempt at interesting
Simple 
No headline

Main Idea
Main Idea clearly stated, includes supporting details
Main Idea somewhat clear with a few supporting details included
Main Idea vague with at least one supporting detail included
Main Idea unclear, no supporting details

Mechanics of English
Less than 3 errors, none that interfere with comprehen-sion
3-6 errors, may interfere somewhat in readability but not in comprehension
6-10 errors, interfere with reader’s comprehension
More than 10 errors in grammar, comprehen-sion difficult

Sentence Structure
Sophisticated style with varied sentence structure
Sophisticated style with basic vocabulary
Simple sentences basic vocabulary
Fragmented thoughts

Presentation
Typed and spell checked
Typed with spelling errors
Not typed but neat
Not typed and not neat, hard to read

12-15 

points

Excellent

8-11

points

WOW

less than 8   points

Nice Try,  Please try again




























