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OVERVIEW
   This is about a 10-day unit which builds upon students' knowledge of poetic devices and exercises their library research skills.  They work in collaborative pairs to prepare and present an oral interpretation and analysis of a poem, supported by biographical information about the poet and enhanced by a Powerpoint presentation.  This integration of English, library, and technology skills provides evidence of having achieved several NYS Learning Standards.  The ones being assessed in this project are:

ELA Standard #1 - Using Language for Information and Understanding: Speaking and writing       to acquire and transmit information.  

MST Standard #5 - Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

 identify literary devices: imagery, alliteration, onomatopoeia, symbolism, metaphor, personification 
orally interpret a poem 

              -or- 

orally explain a poem's theme

 
 use the electronic card catalog in the library

 
 access websites as literary resources (to research the lives of poets)

 
 design and create a powerpoint presentation

 
 collaborate with a partner on a powerpoint-enhanced oral presentation

 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
 How can we use technology such as Powerpoint to enhance presentations about literature?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
ELA Standard #1: Language for Information and Understanding - Speaking and writing to    acquire and transmit information.

         Indicator: Students write and present research on a variety of topics.

MST Standard #5 - Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs. 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 Teacher and Librarian model the Powerpoint presentation they have designed on William Butler Yeats.  They distribute rubric for the meaningful use task which will culminate this unit.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1. Students will go to library and after brief direct instruction, experiment in pairs with using the electronic card catalog and suggested internet sites to read poems and select one which they understand and could explain to others. 

2. Students will be given graphic organizer with literary/poetic devices for review, discussion, note-taking.

3. Students will listen and respond as teacher models oral interpretation of poetry techniques.

4. Students will spend time in computer lab on hands-on instruction/experimentation with Powerpoint software.

5. Students will spend time in computer lab, with partner, designing and creating a 7-slide Powerpoint presentation focusing on one poet and one poem of their choice.   

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

     Students will, in pairs, deliver a Powerpoint-enhanced oral presentation in which they read the poem for the class using oral interpretation skills (one partner) and explain the poem to the class using poetry interpretation skills (the other partner.)  They will also give a brief biographical sketch about the poet and describe the literary devices used in the poem.  They will include a bibliography of resources in the Powerpoint presentation.

                      RUBRIC FOR POWERPOINT POETRY PRESENTATION

 

[image: image1.png]RUBRIC:

: Powerpoint Poetry Presentations

C.ambeg
R Hurarern
95-100 90-04 50-89 <80 Revise, Resbrit
== T Not Mieet Expeciation
crimiria | | oot Erpecutons | approaches Expecimtion] g Lot
oo eS| ot e
oRaL “rodin thought i, otlives || | - does et o
INTERPEETATION ~SPRIOpTite SXSSSION, FSUSHS, | roed pith some expression e
oFrorTRY et ton
g & el ey Eew———"
iteraiton of hee, - meaning i expleined. - meaig
sxrLaaTION OF o el b he oxt | orecplaned macoumtely
L syibols i spported by

sefereace to the oyt

ismade

all reqpuired parts are included: (ol required parts are included: | all recired parts aze NOT
stocramcL
BlOCRAPHICAL dates, vative country favily  [dates, native country farly | included: dates, native country;
N poET oaclgroud ntereisioous,  background inerestiasues, | foilybackgronmd inerst!
facts about poerss, STELLAR.  (facts about poems, STELLAR. | issues, facts about poems,
FACT FACT STELLAR FACT
atleast s litrary devices ate | 4t gt six literary devices are | fewer than six iterary devices
LITERARY DEVICES| identified and accurately i iaaed e etid
belled
[r——— Fowergoint esentaion
includes ol et s | nclusts oot 1t S | owerpoint preseninion
—— file poge, oo ograhs, | il page, poem, biograph; | ooty

phato, graphic of Lierary
devices, biblingraghy, wes
some atimation

phato, graphic of Hterary
devices, bbliograghy

LIERARY SKILLS

Meets all expectations and goes beyend in palish cr pizazz!

“student s dhle o access
resoures independenty

oraay tine i wed
efficiently for both finding &
Foem and researching
apoet

“student s sble 10 access
resomces with 2 mirimum
of guidance,

Abrary tie is wed.
eficienty

“student i not able 10 sccess
resouces independently

Abrary tize is NOT wsed
eficienty





PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1. Some familiarity with computers would make computer lab time more efficient.

2. Background knowledge of poetic devices would shorten overall teaching time for the unit.

3. Experience in speaking in front of peers will increase confidence in delivery during presentation.  

 

MODIFICATIONS
Time and assistance in the library and/or the computer room may be extended. 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit should take about 10 days worth of classes depending, of course, upon availability of computer lab and library.  (Our school is semestered; each period is 86 minutes.)

Class #1 - Teacher & librarian model, using their own Powerpoint presentation about a favorite poet.  Librarian gives brief informational talk about library resources (electronic card catalog and literary websites.) Students begin search for poems.

Class #2 - Students receive graphic of literary devices and take notes on it during class discussion (review) of terms.  Students work with their partners to figure out theme and poetic devices used in the poem.  Begin planning their slides.

Class #3 -  Back to the library to research the poets.

Class #4 - When all content is ready, off to the computer lab for instruction in, experimentation with Powerpoint.

Class #5 - Another day in the lab working on the Powerpoint presentation slides.

Class #6 - A rehearsal day for rehearsing the oral interpretation of the poem and the presentation itself.

Class #7 - Presentations, feedback

Class #8 - Presentations, feedback

Class #9 - Presentations, feedback (if needed) 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 

 Students will be learning and applying the Powerpoint software to enhance a presentation about literature.

