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                                  Overview
      Students will view Murders in the Rue Morgue (halfway) and (with partners) use reasoning skills to determine the identity of the killer, will read the story “Murders in the Rue Morgue”, will compare/contrast it with the video, and will use reasoning skills to solve another mystery.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE

DECLARATIVE                                               PROCEDURAL

Students will know                                         Students will be able to

1) the differences among fact,                       1) look for clues of motive, 

   assumption, and opinion.                                   method, location, victim, etc.

2)(based on the evidence)                                  while viewing the video.

    there is a definite process                         2) synthesize the clues, analyze                                      

    for drawing a sound conclusion.                       their importance, and pre-

                                                                           dict characteristics of the

                                                                           murderer.

                                                                      3) draw a conclusion based

                                                                          on the evidence of the iden-                                    

                                                                          tity of the murderer.

                                                                      4) transfer the process of 

                                                                          determining the identity of

                                                                          the murderer to another 

                                                                          mystery.

                                                                      5) compare and contrast the

                                                                          video with the short story.

                          Essential Questions
      What facts or clues are essential in determining the identity of the murderer?

           Connections to NYS Learning Standards             

1). Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.  (Students will read the short story and view the video, thereby understanding stated information, identifying the main idea, making basic inferences, and drawing conclusions).

2). Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression. (Students will interpret characters (by telling actions and studying the plot of “Murders in the Rue Morgue”) and identify poetic elements  (with the use of symbols as the razor symbolizes the strength of the killer). 

3). Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.  (Students will use critical analysis to evaluate information and ideas with their paired discussions of clues under graphic organizers to achieve a prediction of the identity of the murderer.)

4). Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.  (Students will be in pairs and in groups of four discussing clues in both “Murders in the Rue Morgue” as well as “The Case of the Wealthy Sophisticate.”)

                       Initiating Activity

PROCEDURE

(Launch)

l). Check on prior knowledge of students about detective shows with murder.  Stress shows have a victim, a detective, a motive/s, and a method.

2). Using K-W-L, ask the students before they watch the video, what do they know from the title “Murders in the Rue Morgue”? (Crime is murder; the location is Rue Morgue which sounds French)  Ask them what they want to know. (Who was killed? How were they killed? Why were they killed? Or again victim, method,  and motive) Last, ask them what they probably will learn(Who killed the murder victims? Or the identity of the murderer.

On an overhead, put under K the above details, under W the above details, and under L the above details.  Ask them to pay attention to any clues they hear or see about method, motive, victims, and evidence to back this up.

                Learning Experiences
Day l

HOOK

Using a picture of one of the victims (the daughter who was strangled and stuffed up the chimney), hook the students into watching the videotape.  View the videotape of Murders in the Rue Morgue to the place just before Inspector Dupin enters the case.  This will take part of Day 2 as the video lasts a total of 93 minutes, and Dupin enters the case past the halfway point of the video.  While students are viewing the video they should be looking for clues under method, motive, location/time, victims, and evidence.
Day 2

l). Using Power Point, explain what fact, assumption, and opinion are.  A fact is something that can be proven true or a statement about a person, object, or event that has been verified and documented.  An assumption is a hunch or logical guess based on the information, which may or may not be true.  An opinion is a strong belief backed up by someone’s values.  (Definitions are from As Sure As Eggs Is Eggs written by Donald L. Barnes.)

2). Continue viewing “Murders in the Rue Morgue” to the part where Dupin enters the case (about twenty minutes worth.)

3). Complete the Fact/opinion sheet for a homework assignment.

      (In social studies, echo the terms fact, assumption, and opinion, stressing Document-based Questions, which use facts to support both assumptions and opinions.  In science, emphasize fact, assumption, and opinion, relating hypothesis to assumption.

Day 3 

1). Review the definitions of fact, assumption, and opinion, stressing that assumptions are used in science as hypotheses and opinions are the weakest to use as they are beliefs rather than conclusions based on evidence.  Facts are the strongest to use and should be used to support DBQ’s in social studies and essays in English.  Collect the homework.

2). With a partner, complete a list-group-label sheet on method, victim, location/time, motive, and evidence.  Discuss the facts students put down from the video.  Stress the three victims (Madame and Mademoiselle L’Espanaye plus the old man in the beginning of the video).  The locations/time were both at night, but the old man was killed in a park (park benches) and thrown in water, the women were killed in their apartment, in Paris, on the Rue Morgue, on the fourth floor with only one entrance doorway in.  The motive seemed to be the 4,000 francs but the gold was still in the apartment, and other evidence included the locked door, the nailed windows, the tremendous strength of the killer by decapitating Madame L’Espanaye with a single-edged razor (left at the scene) and shoving the daughter up the chimney feet first, plus the two voices heard – one being French and the other voice no two witnesses could agree upon.

3).  For homework, students are to draw the killer from the evidence so far.  Stress that the killer needs something in his hand, an expression on his face suggesting killing, and must look strong.  No details exist yet on his eyes, hair, or dimensions.

Day 4

l). Review the characteristics of the killer (tremendous strength, the ability to get in and out without being discovered, and a foreign voice that no two witnesses could agree upon.)  Collect the illustrations of the killer.

2). Review briefly the list-group-label sheet, stressing the evidence.

3). Create a graphic organizer on definite characteristics of the murderer.  With a partner, complete a Drawing Conclusions graphic organizer.  Under “What I already know”, have facts about the time, have facts about the method of killing Madame L’Espanaye, have facts about the method of killing Mademoiselle L’Espanaye, have facts about the room, have facts about the entrance, and have facts about the killer.  Under “Evidence,” cite proof to show that the killings were at 3:00 (Witnesses heard the screams then.), that Madame L’Espanaye died from a single-edged razor slitting her throat (Her head was severed and a single-edged razor covered with blood was found at the scene.), that Mademoiselle L’Espanaye died from strangulation (Indentations were found on her neck and she was stuffed up a chimney.), that the room was literally destroyed (Blood was all over and a mattress plus safe had been thrown in the center of the room.), that the killer entered and left the room differently than the crowd (The door was locked with the key on the inside and the windows were nailed shut with no back stairwell.), and that the killer did not have a robbery as a motive for killing (The 4,000  francs were left behind.)  Under “Evidence,” try to have conclusions about the killer’s strength (It took 4 men to remove the body from the chimney), quickness and coordination (It severed Madame’s neck while dealing with the daughter yet managed to get out before the gendarmes entered), the fourth floor door being locked from the inside with no one seen on the stairs, the windows being locked and nailed shut, and the voice (One sounded like a Frenchman and the other voice was shrill and foreign.)  Try to predict anything else about the killer.

4). Stress the use of symbol here.  Ask the class what the razor represents.

(They should be able to say the tremendous strength needed to behead a woman or possibly a very terrible murder weapon.)  Also, ask the class what the locked door represents.  (They should be able to say a seemingly impossible block for the murderer to enter or exit the L’Espanaye’s apartment.)

5). The rest of the class time should be spent reading the paraphrasing of “Murders in the Rue Morgue” by Edgar Allen Poe.  Complete this for homework.

   In French, give a list of vocabulary words from “Murders in the Rue Morgue” and use in sentences or in a crossword puzzle. These words include  (Rue, morgue, Theatre des Varietas, Gazette des Tribunaux, franc, gendarme, bayonet, Migmaud et Fils, sacre, Mon Dieu, Prefect, Madame, mademoiselle, Le Monde, Jardin des Plantes)

Day 5

l). Take a short answer quiz on “Murders in the Rue Morgue”. Briefly, discuss clues that made Dupin conclude it was an orangutan.  Show pictures from the original story complete with illustrations.

2). In larger groups, analyze an additional mystery “The Case of the Wealthy Sophisticate” dividing clues by chronological order, motive for Mr. Ready, motive for Miss Able, and method/location.  Have the groups present their information and then using a Decision-making Matrix, conclude who the murderer was.  The Matrix will have the two suspects (Mr. Ready and Miss Able) and underneath motives for each, access to the weapon, access to the apartment, and any reason not to kill Abigail Smythe.)

3). For homework, solve a mini-mystery looking for facts.

Day 6

The next day view the rest of Murders in the Rue Morgue. Compare and contrast the video with the short story in a brief paragraph.  Evaluate with the rubrics.

     Culminating Performance

     As an extender-refined activity, students in groups of four will solve “The Case of the Wealthy Sophisticate” as an induction task.  One group will sort out the relevant clues by location/method. (The body was found in the apartment of John Ready; the weapon, a palette knife, had been wiped clean of prints and left beside the body; the victim had been stabbed several times; there was no evidence of a struggle.) The next two groups will sort out the relevant clues in chronological order. (Florence Floogle, a landlady whose apartment is directly opposite the front door of the apartment house, said no one entered or left the apartment house after she locked the front door at midnight. Ruth Able, a tenant in the second floor apartment below Mr. Ready’s, said that she heard a violent argument overhead at approximately 1:30 a.m., March 3.  A passing patrolman saw John Ready leaving the apartment house at 2:15 a.m. on March 3.  The medical examiner stated that the victim had died between 3:00 and 5:00 a.m. on March 3. Florence discovered the body of a young woman in the third floor rear apartment at 8:15 a.m. on March 3.  The police received the call from Mrs. Floogle at 9:00 a.m. Mr. Ready returned during the evening of March 3.  He was obviously distressed to find the police in his apartment and denied having returned to the apartment before then.)  The next group will be sorting the clues under motive for Mr. Ready. (John Ready, an impoverished artist, was engaged to marry Miss Smythe.  The wedding date had not been set.  Miss Smythe would be independently wealthy after her twenty-first birthday, when she would inherit a large trust fund.  Her parents opposed the marriage.  Again, Miss Able had heard a violent argument from Mr. Ready’s apartment (probably between Miss Smythe and Mr. Ready) at l:30.  According to a patrolman, Mr. Ready left the apartment at 2:15 and he insisted when he returned that evening that he had not returned to his apartment before then.  When he returned, he was carrying a large bouquet of flowers and a bottle of wine.  The body was found in his apartment and a palette knife would have been used by an artist.)  The last group would be sorting out clues under motive for Miss Able.  (Miss Able is an unemployed magician’s assistant.  She admitted, under questioning, that she was in love with Mr. Ready.  Mrs. Floogle reported numerous verbal battles between Miss Smythe and Miss Able.  Her apartment in on the second floor, just below Mr. Ready’s.)  After listing the clues orally, next have students use a Decision-making Matrix with the two suspects (Mr. Ready and Miss Able) at the top.  On the side include the motives for each, the accessibility of a weapon for each, the accessibility to the murder scene for each, and the reason/s why each would not kill Miss Abigail Smythe.  This could be scored with an Induction Task Rubric.

         Pre-requisite Skills

     Students should have familiarity with elements of crime or detective shows and be able to read.

          Modifications

     Due to a visually-impaired student, the text of “Murders in the Rue Morgue” was recorded, questions were read to him and answers were recorded.  He sat close to the tv screen to view the videotape.  Other reading students had questions read to them.

              Unit Schedule/Time Plan

     This plan should take six class periods.

          Technology Use

     Students will view the commercial videotape of Murders in the Rue Morgue with George C. Scott and Val Kilmur.  Students will also view a power-point demonstration of reasoning terms found in As Sure As Eggs Is Eggs.  
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Name _______________________________________________

English 8  Worksheet on reasoning from “Murders in the Rue Morgue”

     After viewing the videotape Murders in the Rue Morgue to the part where the women have been killed but before Inspector Dupin enters the case, decide whether each of the following statements is a fact, assumption, or opinion. On the lines to the left of each statement, write either fact, assumption, or opinion. 
(Remember, a fact can be proven true, an assumption is a hunch or educated guess that someone makes that may or may not be true, and an opinion is a strong value statement based on someone’s beliefs.)

_____________ 1). At the beginning, the young woman (Claire Dupin) is 

                            running because she is frightened.

_____________ 2). Mademoiselle L’Espanaye died from strangulation 

                            before her body was stuffed up the chimney.

_____________ 3). Her mother, Madame L’Espanaye must have known the

                            attacker.

_____________ 4). Auguste Dupin, the detective and former inspector, 

                             retired because he was too old to do his job.

_____________ 5). Monsieur L’Bon accompanies the L’Espanaye women to  

                            their apartment on the Rue Morgue because they have      

                            4,000 French coins in gold.

_____________ 6). The night of the murders, the mother, Madame L’

                            Espanaye is counting her gold coins while her daughter

                            Mademoiselle L’Espanaye is reading.

_____________ 7). By the time the French gendarme (policeman) arrives, 

                            the crowd hears someone shouting above.

_____________ 8). The French gendarme has to break in because the door

                             is locked.

______________ 9). The murderer must have been a madman.

______________10). Auguste Dupin was a very proud man.

Name_________________________________________________

English 8 LIST-GROUP-LABEL worksheet from Murders in the Rue Morgue

  With a partner, brainstorm clues or details you learned after viewing part of Murders in the Rue Morgue.  Group these clues under Victim, Location/Time, Method, and Evidence.

Victim
Location/Time
















Method
Motive
















Evidence













Name________________________________________________

English 8  Drawing Conclusions, from “Murders in the Rue Morgue”

  With a partner and you list from yesterday (Victim, Location/Time, Method, Motive, and Evidence) look at this graphic organizer and complete the details with information under What I already know first.  Next, prove that this information is true with specific facts under Evidence.  Then, try to come to a conclusion about details of the killer under Conclusion.

What I Already Know about each

1. Madame L’Espanaye’s method of death__________________________

2. The time of death_________________________________________

3. Mademoiselle L’Espanaye’s method of death______________________

4. The condition of the room___________________________________

5. The location of the killer____________________________________



Name _____________________________________

English 8   Illustration of Killer

From the evidence you have so far learned viewing Murders in the Rue Morgue, illustrate the killer.  Consider the killer’s strength, what he is holding in his hand, his facial expression (including his eyes and mouth), and his general body-build.  (Try to include the victims and their apartment in the background.)

Name ___________________________________________

English 8   Quiz on “Murders in the Rue Morgue”

After reading the short story “Murders in the Rue Morgue”, answer the following questions in complete sentences.  In each case, begin the sentence by restating the question.

l). How does Dupin demonstrate his superior reasoning when he concludes the actor, Chantelly, is small? ______________________________________

2). Dealing with the witnesses, what did each say about the assassin’s voice?

3). Why was the bank clerk, LeBon, arrested?  ______________________

4). What evidence is there that the murderer had tremendous strength?  __

5). How does Dupin know the window in the back chamber on the fourth floor is the entrance/exit for the killer?  _____________________________

6s). In addition to strength, give two other details to prove the killer is not human.  __________________________________________________

7). What did the sailor tell Dupin about the killer?  ___________________

Name _____________________________________

English 8  Comparison-contrast between video and short story “Murders in the Rue Morgue”

After reading the short story “Murders in the Rue Morgue” by Edgar Allen Poe and viewing the videotape of Murders in the Rue Morgue, look for similarities and differences.  On your own paper, write a short answer (50 words plus) on at least two specific similarities and two specific differences between the video and the short story.  (Consider any extra characters or any facts that have been changed as differences.  For similarities, think of any clues or facts that are used in both as well as places, characters, or descriptions.)  Begin by restating the question.  In your next sentence, list and explain two differences.  In your last sentence, list and explain two similarities.

Task Component
4 Points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1 Point Each

Identifies the task to be explained
States that the short story “Murders in the Rue Morgue” will be compared and contrasted with the video Murders in the Rue Morgue.
Includes the video or names the short story but not both that will be compared and contrasted.
Includes either the video or short story (but not both) and states either compare or contrast (but not both)
Includes either the video or short story (but not both) with no mention of comparing.

Identifies characteristics of differences
Selects specific examples of differences that are explained between the video and short story.
Selects two examples of differences but does not explain the differences.
Select on specific difference that is explained between the video and short story.
Selects one difference that is not explained.

Identifies characteristics of similarities
Selects specific examples of similarities that are explained between the video and short story
Selects two examples of similarities but does not explain the differences.
Selects one specific similarity that is explained between the video and short story.
Selects one similarity that is not explained.

COMPARISON TASK RUBRIC

Murder She Wrote

The Case of the Wealthy Sophisticate 

(FROM A BACK ISSUE OF SCOPE MAGAZINE)

     You’ve been working closely with Jessica Fletcher, renowned mystery writer and super sleuth.  After carefully investigating the murder of Abigail Smythe, Mrs. Fletcher and you compiled the information that is listed below.  Now, you must sort through these details, draw conclusions, and uncover the solution.

Facts of the Case

1. Ruth Able, a tenant in the second floor apartment below Mr. Ready’s, said that she heard a violent argument overhead at approximately 1:30 a.m., March 3.

2. Miss Smythe would be independently wealthy after her twenty-first birthday, when she would inherit a large trust fund.

3. A passing patrolman saw John Ready leaving the apartment house at 2:15 a.m. on March 3.

4. Florence said no one entered or left the apartment house after she locked the front door for the night at midnight.

5. The body was found in the apartment of John Ready.

6.  Mr. And Mrs. Smythe opposed the marriage.

7. Florence Floogle, landlady, discovered the body of a young woman in the third floor rear apartment at 8:15 a.m. on March 3.

8. Miss Able admitted, under questioning, that she was in love with Mr. Ready.

9. Mrs. Floogle reported numberous verbal battles betwe4en Miss Smythe and Miss Able.

10. Mr. and Mrs. Smythe identified the victim as their only daughter, Abigail, age twenty.

11. The police received the call from Mrs. Floogle at 9:00 a.m.

12. Miss Able is an unemployed magician’s assistant.

13. John Ready, an impoverished artist, was engaged to marry Miss Smythe.  The wedding date had not been set.

14. Mrs. Floogle is known to have dizzy spells and has blacked out in the past.

15. The medical examiner stated that the victim had died between 3:00 and 5:00 a.m. on March 3.

16. The weapon, a palette knife, had been wiped clean of prints and left beside the body.

17. Mr. Ready returned during the evening of March 3.  he was obviously distressed to find the police in his apartment.  He denied having returned to the apartment before then.

18. Mrs. Floogle’s apartment is located directly opposite the front entrance.  There is no other entrance to the building.

19. The victim had been stabbed several times; there was evidence of a struggle.

20. Mr. Ready was carrying a bouquet of flowers and a bottle of wine when he returned to the apartment.

Sort information in groups looking for relevant clues or facts.  Sort information by method/location, chronological order, by motive for Mr. Ready, and by motive for Miss Able.

Name ________________________________________

English 8  Decision-Making Matrix from “The Case of the Wealthy Sophisticate”

Decision-Making Matrix


Mr. Ready
Miss Able

Motive





Access to the murder weapon 





Access to the

murder room





Reason/s why

the suspect did not kill Miss Smythe



Conclusion: Who killed Miss Abigail Smythe and why?

Task
4 points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1 Point Each

Identifies the Items From three categories
Clearly and accurately identifies and explains motives for Mr. Ready & Miss Able, access to the murder weapon for both, and access to the murder room for both.
Names all three categories of motive, access to weapon, and access to room, but doesn’t explain the categories or omits one of the suspects.
Includes two of the categories of motive, access to weapon, and access to room, with some explanation of the suspects.
Selects one of the categories of motive, access to weapon, and access to room with no real explanation of the suspects.

Interprets the Information
Provides accurate interpretations that show insight into the reasons why Mr. Ready did not kill Miss Smythe.
Provides interpretations that are valid but need more explanation to be accurate.
Provides some interpretations that are based on significant misunderstandings of the reason.
The reason given has no bearing on Mr. Ready; there is total misunderstanding.

Articulates the Conclusions
Draws conclusions that are clear and logically explain why, how, and when Miss Able killed Miss Smythe.
Presents conclusions that follow logically but don’t explain why, how, or when Miss Able killed Miss Smythe.
Presents some conclusions but the explanation is not logical and doesn’t explain two things (out of how, when, & why) Miss Able killed Miss Smythe.
Does not conclude that Miss Able killed Miss Smythe.

INDUCTION TASK RUBRIC

Name ____________________________________________

English-8   Homework on Mini-Mystery from a back issue of Scope Magazine
The Case of the Insured Painting

     Conrad Sleuth’s alarm clock and telephone rang at the same time.  He turned off the alarm and answered the phone.

     “This is Hilda Dean,” a young woman said.  “Someone broke into my house last night and stole a valuable painting.”

     Sleuth took her address, put on some clothes, and drove to her house.  She let him in, and he asked her to tell him exactly what had happened.

     “I was asleep,” she said, “When the howling wind woke me up.  I got up to close the window, and I thought I heard a noise downstairs.  When I got downstairs, I realized that the street light was out, and it was too dark to see anything.  So I lit a candle and walked out on the front steps.  Sure enough.  I saw a man running off.”

     “Then what did you do?” Sleuth asked.

      “I came back inside and looked things over,” she said.  “Nothing seemed to be missing, so I went back to bed.  Then, this morning, I noticed that a painting had been taken from the basement.”

     “Is the painting insured?” Sleuth asked.

     “Well, yes. But money will never replace it.”

     Have you called the police, Ms. Dean?”

     “No.  I’ll call them now.”

     “I’ll do it.” Sleuth said.  “while we’re waiting for them, you can decide whether you want to repeat your story to them – or tell them the truth.”

Why does Sleuth think Hilda Dean is lying?

Evidence in the Selection





Prediction (What do you think he looked like?)  In your words, describe the killer.  ____________________________________ 


____________________________________________________





Conclusion (What can I conclude about the killer and why?)


Regarding strength, the killer_________________


The reason/s I think this/are _________________


_______________________________________


Regarding agility, the killer is/are______________


The reason/s I think this/are_________________


________________________________________


Regarding voice, the killer is __________________ 


The reason/s I think this is___________________ 


________________________________________








_____________________


_____________________


_____________________


_____________________


_____________________








(How do I prove each of the above is true?)
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