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OVERVIEW
 This learning unit is designed to provide instruction on the use of digital photography in the development of a professional portfolio. It will emphasize the purpose and importance of professional portfolios in the work world. More specifically it will teach the value of using photographs in portfolios. It will go on to teach the mechanics of a good photograph, how to operate a digital camera and how to use the software to print digital photographs.

 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

Declarative 
Procedural 

Understanding what a professional portfolio is.
 Select appropriate portfolio worksheet and project to be documented.

Understanding the importance of a portfolio in finding a job.
 Complete portfolio project worksheet.

Understanding how pictures fit into portfolio design.
 Complete digital camera operation worksheet.

Recognizing what makes up a good picture. 
 Use digital camera to practice taking documentation pictures. 

Identifying what to document in pictures and why.
Use picture easy software to print out pictures for critiquing.

How to use a digital camera.
Taking final project pictures.

Understanding how to print and save digital photos.
 Printing final project pictures.


 Incorporating pictures and text into final portfolio project worksheet.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

What is a portfolio and what are it's essential elements?

 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 MST 5: Key Idea 1: Students will use technology to photograph and pictorially represent documentation of their experiences.

Students will use digital cameras and software to take pictures and print them out.

ELA 1: Key Idea 2: Students will be able to describe in writing a detailed account of their experiences as represented by photo’s of their work.

Students will, in detail, fill out the descriptive portion of their portfolio project worksheets.

ELA 3: Key Idea 3: Students will be able to speak descriptively of the experiences they have documented in their photos.

Students will inform others of their skills and abilities related to a specific career.

CDOS 1: Key Idea 4: Students will be knowledgeable enough about their career choice to be able to relate skills, aptitudes, and abilities to their experiences.

Students will combine pictures and text into their portfolio project worksheets.

CDOS 3b: Key Idea 5:  Students will utilize their photos to provide proof of necessary skills to be successful in their chosen career.

 Students will provide adequate choice of pictures to indicate necessary skills.

 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
 This learning unit will be introduced with a discussion of what a portfolio is, why it is important, and how the student will develop it. A guest speaker from one of the internship sites will speak to the students and the instructor will display sample portfolios.

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.

Learning experiences - declarative

Knowledge to be learned:

1. Understand what a professional portfolio is.               

2.  Understand how a portfolio is used in the job seeking process.                     

3. Understand how photos are used in a portfolio.  

4. Identify contents of a good picture.      

5. Identifying what to document in pictures and why.      

6. Identify parts and functions of digital camera controls.       

7. Understanding how to print and save digital photos.


Experiences to be used to acquire and integrate knowledge:

1. Explanation of professional portfolios by guest speaker.                    

2. Explanation of portfolio use in job seeking by guest speaker.                    

3. Explanation of importance of photos in portfolios by guest speaker.      

4. Students will use the internet with guidance from teacher.                     

5. Students will describe a photo they would take of their work.                 

6. Students will practice using digital camera.          

7. Students will observe the process of printing and saving digital photos.
Strategies used to construct meaning, organize and store knowledge:               

1. Prior to guest speaker teacher will conduct class activity having students prepare questions for speaker.                     

2. Discuss what types of jobs may require a portfolio.    

3. Teacher will provide sample portfolios, with/without photos.

4. Teacher will provide worksheet, "take your best shot."                         

5. Teacher will lead students in using information from 1-4 to compose their photo.                        

6. Teacher will provide demonstration and instruction sheet on digital camera.          

7. Teacher will demonstrate use of picture easy software.
Describe what will be done:

1. Guest speaker, teacher, and students will engage in thorough discussion of portfolios.                 

2. Guest speaker, teacher, and students will discuss ways to use a portfolio in getting a job.                           

3. Teacher will direct students in critiquing sample portfolios.

4. Teacher will assist students in accessing website on photography.        

5. Using information from items 1-4 students will write a description of the sample photo contents.

6. Students will take sample photos with digital camera.

7. Teacher will assist students in practice use of software.

Learning experiences - procedural

Procedural knowledge students will acquire and integrate:                               

1. Select appropriate portfolio worksheet and project to be documented.

2. Complete portfolio project worksheet narrative.  

3. Complete digital camera operation worksheet.

4. Use digital camera to practice taking documentation pictures.

5.Use picture easy software to print out pictures for critiquing.                              

6. Take final project pictures.

7. Printing final project pictures.

8. Incorporating pictures and text into final portfolio project worksheet.


Strategies to aid student in shaping and internalizing knowledge:                            

1. Discussion of different worksheets available and how to select the project to be documented.

2. Individual work on composing project worksheet narrative.

3. Class demonstration on use of digital camera.           

4. Class demonstration on taking pictures with digital camera.

5. Class demonstration on use of picture easy software to print pictures.                    

6. Internet information on good picture composition.    

7. Class demonstration on use of picture easy software.                                

8. Class demonstration on how to combine text and pictures on final project portfolio worksheet.
What will be done:

1. Teacher will show sample portfolio worksheet types and explain their use in documenting different projects.

2. Teacher will work individually with students on project portfolio worksheet narrative.

3. Students will complete worksheet.

4. Students will take a minimum of 10 practice digital photos.                       

5. Students will select and print those pictures they think are best.                        

6. Students will compose and take final project pictures.                                

7. Students will enhance, print and save final project pictures.                                 

8. Students will produce final copy of project portfolio worksheet.

Knowledge students will be extending and refining:         

Understanding Professional portfolios.                              

Identifying portfolios place in the job search process.

Evaluating and planning for the effective use of photos in portfolios.                          

Recognizing the elements of a good photograph.           

Determining what to document in photos and why.

Incorporating pictures and text into a meaningful presentation.


Reasoning processes used:    

Productive habits of mind:    

*self-regulated thinking and learning;                                

*critical thinking and learning;                                

*creative thinking and learning.                                

Comparing                            

Classifying                            

Induction                               

Deduction                              

Constructing support


What will be done:                

Through listening, discussing, comparing and critiquing students will formulate a firm concept of professional portfolios and their role in the larger scheme of the job search process.                                 

Students, by analyzing good and poor samples of photos in portfolios, will be able to best determine their effective use for their own portfolios.                              

Students will take sample photos of their own and have them critiqued to compare to good use samples of others work.        

Being sensitive to the feedback in evaluating the effectiveness of there own work.                                     

Students will submit their final work with written text that defines and supports the use of the photos they have taken and selected to use.



Portfolio rubric - photographic portion

A. Subject focus - Positives; subject is properly positioned, meaning of photo is clear, subject fills frame. Negatives; poor positioning, subject is unclear, subject to small in frame.

B. Subject point of view - view or views represent subject in an interesting creative way.               

C.  Subject lighting - Lighting enhances the subject, shadows are not distracting.   

D.  Composition - There are no unnecessary objects in the picture to detract from the subject.          

E.  Appeal - The subject is presented in an appealing way.                                         

Portfolio rubric - written portion      

A. Project worksheet selection - allows for best explanation of work being presented.

B. Project sheet narrative - is complete and accurate in depicting project, no spelling or grammatical errors.


Possible

Score      

    10       

    10      

      5

      5     

    10

    15
positives
negat.

   








 

 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 Students will submit a completed portfolio project sheet including digital photos of a sample of their work and written documentation to explain what is in the photo. They will also present this information to the other interns in their group orally. Also submitted will be all related worksheets as well as any sample digital photos. This process will be repeated for each project as they are completed. 

 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
 Obviously students will need some basic skills in computer operation, ie., word processing, cut and paste, etc.

 

MODIFICATIONS
 This learning unit can easily be modified to accommodate students with learning disabilities. One-on-one instruction, along with extended time would be needed to insure success with this unit for this population.

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 The class periods at the BOCES Career and Tech. Center allow for approximately two hours of instruction time per day. With the guest speaker, teacher demonstrations, class discussions, practice and production of the final work a minimum of three class periods are allowed. 

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
 This Learning Unit primarily focuses on the use of the digital camera, but also involves learning some new computer processes as well as software. Some pertinent information can be accessed on the Internet.

 Internet site: AOL Print Central, tips & tricks, digital cameras, basic.

Word processing software: Microsoft Word, Kodak Picture Easy software.

 

