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Title III Technology Literacy Challenge Grant

Learning Unit 

	LU Title:  A Wolf’s Tale
	Author(s):  Alison Littlefield

	Grade Level: 3
	School: Dexter Elem.

	Topic/Subject Area: ELA
	Address: 415 East Grove Street,
Dexter, NY  13638

	Email:
	Phone/Fax: (315) 639-6858


Overview/Content Knowledge/Essential Questions/NYS Learning Standards/Initiating Activity/Learning Experiences/Culminating Performance/Pre-Requisite Skills/Modifications/Schedule/Time Plan/Technology Use
OVERVIEW
 Students will be using charts to compare and contrast elements and characteristics of fairy tales. Students will be using technology to create and present autobiographies and third person perspectives.
 

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 

	Declarative 
	Procedural 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
· What do fairy tales have in common?

· Describe the fairy tale character you would like to be?
· How can the same fairy tale have different endings?
 

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding

Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language to acquire, interpret, apply, and transmit information.

Benchmark 1: Listening and Reading

Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Benchmark 2: Speaking and Writing

Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly. 

Standard 5: Technology from Mathematics, Science, and Technology  

Technology:  Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

Benchmark 3:

Computers, as tools for design, modeling, information processing, communication, and system control, have greatly increased human productivity and knowledge.
 

INITIATING ACTIVITY
·  A “field trip” to the library.  Students will be introduced to many different fairy tales.  

· An overview of the unit will be explained.

· Students will pick out a version of Little Red Riding Hood to read during independent reading.
 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order, including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
Lesson 1:
Find out what students already know and what they are interested in knowing about fairy tales; ie. KWL chart.

Lesson 2:
Students will use the reading new word strategy to understand new words in text.

Lesson 3:
To create and complete a story web to summarize a story.

Lesson 4:
Students will learn the different elements/characteristics that can be found in a fairy tale.

Lesson 5:
Students will create an autobiography on one of their living family members.

Lesson 6:
Create a story web and do a rewrite of Little Red Riding Hood from the wolf’s perspective.

Lesson 1

Anticipatory Set

· Teacher distributes KWL chart for students and puts on the overhead.

Objective

Find out what students already know and what they are interested in knowing about fairy tales.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge


Student will create and fill in a KWL chart.

Declarative Knowledge

Teach

· Students will fill in a KWL chart based on their own knowledge.

· The class completes a KWL chart together.  Students share their ideas and add new ones.

· Students share what they remember happening in “Little Red Riding Hood.”

· Students watch the movie “Little Red Riding Hood.”

Closure

· Students choose a copy of Little Red Riding Hood as independent reading.

Assessment


Students completed KWL chart; at the end of the unit

Time


40 minutes

Modifications

Resource room and teacher assistance as necessary.

Extension


Students will research information on wolves for use in Lesson 5.

Lesson 2

Anticipatory Set

· Give students a difficult paragraph to read.  Have them write down any words they have difficulty reading.  After two minutes ask the class what strategies they used to figure out these difficult words.

Objective


Students will use the reading new word strategy to understand new words in text.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge


Students will be able to follow the steps in the reading a new word strategy.

Declarative Knowledge


Students will be able to state the steps involved in reading a new word.

Teach

· List the strategies that students used to figure out difficult words.  See attached sheet, page 15.

· Teacher adds other ways to sound out difficult words.

· As a group read Lon Po Po.  As students have trouble with difficult words refer back to the list of strategies.

Closure

· Have students name different ways to sound out a word.

Assessment

· How many ways can students remember how to sound out a word?

· The learning new words strategy will be assessed as part of the story rewrite completed in lesson 6.

Time


Two 40 minute classes

Modifications


Help students used different word strategies.

Extension


Start keeping a list of words you had to use the new word strategy to figure out.

Lesson 3

Anticipatory Set

· Review all the elements found in a story web.  Be sure to include setting, characters, problem, solution, events, and theme.



Objective


To create and complete a story web to summarize a story.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge


Be able to create a story web including; setting, characters, problem, events, solution, and theme.

Declarative Knowledge

Teach

· As a class fill in a story web for the story Little Red Riding Hood.
Closure

· Teacher passes out a story web for students to fill in the headings and complete for the story Lon Po Po.

Assessment


How well students completed Lon Po Po story web.

Time


40 minutes

Modifications

Resource Room teacher will assist with writing.

Lesson 4

Anticipatory Set

· Discuss all the elements that are common in a fairy tale.

Objective


Students will learn the different characteristics that can be found in a fairy tale.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge

Student will type in the information using Inspiration software.

Declarative Knowledge


Student will be able to state common characteristics found in fairy tales.

Teach

· Student will join in a group discussion listing what the stories have in common.

· Using a Vehn Diagram compare and contrast the fairy tales Little Red Riding Hood and Lon Po Po.  We suggest using the template from Inspiration CD-ROM.

· Teacher will guide students to include all elements.

Closure

· Teacher will print out a copy for each student.

· Student completes their KWL chart from Lesson 1.

Assessment

· Teacher observation of how many students can compare and contrast.

· Students will receive a grade on completion of the KWL chart.

Time


40 minutes

Modifications


Students that receive occupational therapy services will type or dictate responses.

Lesson 5

Anticipatory Set

· Classroom discussion of the difference between fiction (fairy tales) versus nonfiction (autobiographies). 

Objective


Students will create an autobiography on one of their living family members.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge


Student will learn how to interview in order to gather information for an autobiography.

Declarative Knowledge

Students will be able to state the five elements of an autobiography; birth, education, occupation, children, interesting fact.

Teach

· As a class create an autobiography of a wolf.

· Teacher will hand out key research information about wolves.  Class members have already collected this information as an extension activity.

· Students will write an autobiography, similar to the one written as a group, including all five elements.

· Working in partners students will proof read another students work and then make corrections on their own.

· Teacher will proof read and pass back for students to make final corrections.

Closure

· Student will type final copy using a word processor.

Assessment


Student’s ability to write a piece of literature; refer to the rubric.

Time


Three 40 minute periods - introduction, writing, computer processing.

Modifications

Resource Room teacher may assist in writing and proof reading.


Students who receive occupational therapy may type rough draft.

Lesson 6 

Anticipatory Set

· Read the story The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka.

Objective


Create a story web and do a rewrite of  Little Red Riding Hood from the Wolf’s perspective.

Purpose

Procedural Knowledge


Create a story web.

Declarative Knowledge

Teach

· Put students in pairs, tell them about the assignment, and hand out story web.

· Student will complete story web and have teacher check it.

· As a class the students will create a rewrite from the Wolf’s perspective.  The teacher will write this on the overhead.

· Teacher will assign the pairs of students a page to create using Power Point.  Students will be using the digital camera to help with this task.

· When completed students ask a different group to proof read.

· Students make necessary corrections.

· Teacher checks rewrite.

Closure

· Students invite students from kindergarten, first, and second grade to view their Power Point presentation.

Assessment


Refer to the rubric. 

Time


Three 40 minute classes

Modifications


Help using Power Point.

Extension


Students may tape record the story to listen to as the classes watch.

RUBRIC:  STORY REWRITE

	Points
	Story Elements
	New Words
	Illustrations

Detailed and Colorful
	Creativity and Grammar

	4
	Included complete character, setting, problem, events, solution, and theme.
	Student’s new words are underlined in the story and defined in the back of the book.
	Illustrations are on every page.
	Story holds audience’s interest and is grammatically correct.

	3
	All six elements are filled in but not compete or correct.
	Two to three words are underlined and defined in the back.
	Illustrations are on every page but work is messy.
	Story is somewhat interesting and only minor grammatical errors.

	2
	Not all the elements are filled in but most of the information is correct.
	New words are either underlined or defined in the back.
	Colorful illustrations sporadic.
	No ingenuity or poor grammar.

	1
	Only ½ the elements are done or majority of information is incorrect.
	Zero to one words are underlined or written in the back.
	Illustrations are not colorful and are sporadic.
	No ingenuity and poor grammar.


RUBRIC:  AUTOBIOGRAPHY

	Points
	Five Elements
	Grammar and Spelling, 
	Complete Summary

	4
	Completed all five elements.
	One or two minor grammar and/or spelling corrections.
	Completely answered with main ideas and supporting details.

	3
	Completed four elements.
	Three to five slight grammar and/or spelling corrections.
	Adequately answered with main idea and some supporting details.

	2
	Completed three elements.
	Six to eight grammar and/or spelling corrections.
	Inadequate main idea and few supporting detail.

	1
	Completed only one or two elements
	More than eight grammar and/or spelling corrections.
	Weak main idea and no supporting detail.


Autobiography – Interview Sheet

Name  







Date 



Interviewers Name:

Where were you born?

Tell me about your education; elementary, high-school, college:

What different occupations have you had?  For how long did you hold these jobs?

How many children and/or grandchildren do you have?

What is one interesting fact that you would like to share?

Other:

READING NEW WORDS STRATEGY

USE

CONTEXT

PHONICS

WORD PARTS

1. Try to say the word.

2. Does the word make sense in the sentence?

3. Does the word have the right sounds for the letters?

4. If the word doesn’t make sense use the glossary or dictionary.

5. If you still can’t read the word ask for help.
CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)
 
Students will work as a class to create a rewrite of the story Little Red Riding Hood.   This story will be from the wolf’s perspective.  Then, students will work with a partner to use Power Point and create a page of the story.  When completed the students will visit different classrooms and present their work.  This may be used for parents night, open house, or conferences.
 

PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
·  Paragraph writing including main ideas and supporting details

· Basic knowledge of word processing; including centering, font size, saving, and spell check

· Basic knowledge of Power Point


Students have experience in basic word processing skills, such as tabbing, capitalization, centering, bolding, and spell check. The students should have previous knowledge on paragraph writing, including topic sentences, main idea, and supporting details.
 

MODIFICATIONS
 

 

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 

 

TECHNOLOGY USE
·  Digital camera

· Class created power point presentation of a story rewrite

· Scanner

· Overhead

· Video camera

· Audio cassettes
· CD-ROM
 

