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OVERVIEW
This unit can be used with both third and fourth graders.  The unit is designed to incorporate both listening skills and opinion/point of view writing.  Students will learn how to form opinions and respond by writing essays and responding to journal questions.  They will also learn how to properly treat animals. This unit will take approximately 4-6 weeks, or 20-30 classes (45 minutes long) to complete.

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Declarative 

Students will know and understand the…
Procedural 

Students will know how to…

( parts of a book-  (where you find the author, illustrator, copyright date, and publisher)

( Newbery Medal and who/how a person receives this award
( write opinion/point of view essays about various topics from the book Shiloh

( proper way to treat animals
( write a compare/contrast essay, comparing Shiloh the book and the movie

( respond to questions about each chapter in the book Shiloh by making a journal entry


( define vocabulary words assigned for each chapter


( describe the main characters


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
(  How should animals be treated?

(  What do animals need to survive?

(  What kind of qualities does a courageous and honest person have?

(  What are the different parts of a book?

CONNECTIONS TO NYS LEARNING STANDARDS
List Standard # and Key Idea #: Write out related Performance Indicator(s) or Benchmark(s) 
 ELA#1:  Students will listen, speak, read, and write for information and understanding.

Key Idea 1: Listening and reading to acquire information and understanding involves collecting data, facts, and ideas; discovering relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and using knowledge from oral, written, and electronic sources.

Indicator: gather and interpret information from children’s reference books, magazine, textbooks, electronic bulletin boards, audio and media presentations, oral interviews, and from such forms as charts, graphs, maps, and diagrams

Indicator: select and use strategies they have been taught for note taking, organizing, and categorizing information

Indicator: make appropriate and effective use of strategies to construct meaning from print, such as prior knowledge about a subject, structural and context clues, and an understanding of letter-sound relationships to decode difficult words

Key Idea 2: Speaking and writing to acquire and transmit information requires asking probing and clarifying questions, interpreting information in one’s own words, applying information from one context to another, and presenting the information and interpretation clearly, concisely, and comprehensibly.

Indicator: select a focus, organization, and point of view for oral and written presentations *assessed

Indicator: use a few traditional structures for conveying information such as chronological order, cause and effect, and similarity and differences *assessed

Indicator: use details, examples, anecdotes, or personal experiences to explain or clarify information *assessed

Indicator: use the process of pre-writing, drafting, revising, and proofreading to produce well-constructed informational texts *assessed

Indicator: observe basic writing conventions, such as correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as sentence and paragraph structures appropriate to written forms *assessed

ELA #2: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

Key Idea 1: Listening and reading for literary response involves comprehending, interpreting, and critiquing imaginative texts in every medium, drawing on personal experiences and knowledge to understand the text, and recognizing the social, historical and cultural features of the text.

Indicator: understand the literary elements of setting, character, plot, theme, and point of view and compare those features to other works and to their own lives

Indicator: evaluate literary merit

Key Idea 2: Speaking and writing for literary response involves presenting interpretation, analyses, and reactions to the content and language of a text.  Speaking and writing for literary expression involves producing imaginative texts that use language and text structures that are inventive and often multi-layered.


Indicator: present personal responses to literature that make reference to the 
plot, characters, ideas, vocabulary, and text structure *assessed

Indicator: observe the conventions of grammar and usage, spelling, and punctuation *assessed

ELA #3: Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

Key Idea 2: Speaking and writing for critical analysis and evaluation requires presenting opinions and judgments on experiences, ideas, information, and issues clearly, logically, and persuasively with reference to specific criteria on which the opinion or judgment is based.

Indicator: express opinions about events, books, issues, and experiences, supporting their opinions with some evidence *assessed 

Indicator: present arguments for certain views or actions with reference to specific criteria that support the argument *assessed

Indicator: use effective vocabulary and follow the rules of grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation in persuasive writing *assessed

INITIATING ACTIVITY
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, is a story about a boy who finds a dog.  

Students will brainstorm a list of other dog and animal stories.  The class will discuss what the stories have in common and how they differ.  Then, students will predict what the story might be about after studying the cover illustration.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one period. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES
In chronological order including acquisition experiences and extending/refining 
experiences for all stated declarative and procedural knowledge.
1. Students will discuss other books written by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, read and discuss her bio, and discuss the Newbery Medal.  Students will also find the copyright date and publisher of Shiloh.  Students may choose to look up information on the author over the inter-net, using the following web sites www.barnesnoble.com, www.scholastic.com and www.borders.com . Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one period. 

2. Throughout this unit students, along with the teacher, will read the book Shiloh.  A chapter will be read each day there is not another activity.  Assessment is teacher observation.  Time frame for this activity is one period for each chapter. 

3. After completing a chapter, students will be expected to answer at least 3 journal questions about what they read that period.  These questions will be homework.  Students will be asked to share their answers the next class period.  Assessment is teacher observation, class discussion and student accountability (daily checklists of completed daily journal questions). 

4. Students will learn and retain the vocabulary in Shiloh by defining the vocabulary and participating in activities.  These activities will consist of :

a. Vocabulary Bee- students will be asked to spell and correctly define the vocabulary words.

b. Vocabulary Concentration- students will work in a group of 2-5 students.  Each group will make two sets of cards that are the same size and color.  On one set of cards, students will write the vocabulary word.  On the other set of cards, students will write the definitions.  A player will pick two cards.  The object is to match the vocabulary word with its definition. 

c. Hangman- students will work with a partner using the definition as a clue.

d. 20 Clues- a student will select a vocabulary word and give the class clues about the word.  Students will take turns guessing what the word is until someone gets it correct.

e. www.puzzlemaker.com- students can work on the computer inserting their vocabulary words into crossword puzzles by accessing this web site.  This could be done either in the classroom our during computer lab time.

The vocabulary activities will occur throughout this unit as review.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  

5. After reading chapters 1-3 in Shiloh, students will make a montage.  A montage is a picture made up of many other pictures.  The montage should reflect the students’ family and community.  While students work on this project, they will be asked to compare their family and community to the main characters’ family and community.  Students will be asked to share their montage with the class.  Assessment is teacher observation, class discussion and will be collected.  Time frame for this activity is three class periods. 

6. Students will also learn the proper treatment of companion animals through this activity.   Students will work in a group of 3 or 4 students.  They will be given cards with pictures displaying situations involving animals.  These situations display both good and bad ways to treat animals.  Each group will mix up the cards face down.  Then, a student will pick a card and agree or disagree with the situation.  After students have worked in their groups, the class will come together to discuss their correct responses.  The class will also visit web sites over the inter-net during computer lab time to investigate pet care and the mistreatment of animals.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is two class periods. 

7. After reading chapters 4-7 in Shiloh, students will describe an animal that they love.  Students will be asked to use detailed descriptions of the animal.  They will also draw a picture of what the animal looks like.  Students will be expected to research their animal over the inter-net during computer lab time.  They will use this information while writing their descriptions of their animal.  Assessment is teacher observation, class discussion and will be collected.  Time frame for this activity is one class period. 

8. Students will gain a better understanding of what animals need to survive through observing animals outside.  For homework, students will observe animals outside at their home.  They will draw four animals from smallest to largest, then describe what they need to survive and explain why.  After turning in this homework assignment students will discuss why air and water are important to animals.  Assessment is teacher observation, class discussion and student accountability.  Classroom discussion should be brief.

9. After reading chapters 8-11 in Shiloh, students will be asked to describe the qualities of a courageous and honest person.  Students, along with the teacher, will also discuss whether the main character (Marty) has been honest.  The teacher will model the correct way to write an opinion/point of view essay explaining whether the main character has been honest.  Students will participate by sharing their thoughts and ideas.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one class period. 

10. After reading chapters 12-15 in Shiloh, students will write at least one lie that the main character (Marty) has told to the following people, his mom, his dad, Dara Lynn, Judd Travers, David Howard, Mrs. Howard and Mr. Wallace.  Then, students will give two examples from the story showing how lies grow.  Students will share their answers with the class.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one class period. 

11. Students will write an opinion/point of view essay, along with the teacher.  They will explain whether they believe Marty (the main character) stole Shiloh from Judd Travers.  Students will participate by sharing their thoughts and ideas.  Assessment is teacher observation and class discussion.  Time frame for this activity is one class period. 

12. After reading Shiloh, students will be asked to design a dust jacket.  The dust jacket must include the title, author, images and/or characters on the cover.  It must also include a summary on the inside flap.  Students will be asked to present their dust jackets to the class.  Assessment is teacher observation, class discussion and will be collected.  Time frame for this activity is two class periods. 

13. Students will watch the movie Shiloh.  Then, students will write a compare and contrast essay using the writing process.  They will be comparing and contrasting Shiloh the movie and Shiloh the chapter book.  Assessment will be graded by a rubric.  Time frame for this activity is three class periods. 

CULMINATING PERFORMANCE 
Include rubric(s)

Students will write an opinion/point of view essay.  The question posed by the teacher is- What did you think of the book Shiloh?  BE HONEST!!!  Did you or did you not like the book and why?  In this essay, students will explain their opinion about the book Shiloh.  They will be expected to give facts and details to support their opinion.  Students will be assessed by a rubric (see attached).  Time frame is two class periods. 
PRE-REQUISITE SKILLS
1. Students know how to use rubrics and graphic organizers.

2. Students know how to write a compare and contrast.

MODIFICATIONS

1. Extended time for task 

2. Special location

3. Answers recorded by scribe or tape recorder

4. Passage and questions read

UNIT SCHEDULE/TIME PLAN
 This unit will take approximately 4-6 weeks, or 20-30 classes (45 minutes long) to complete.

TECHNOLOGY USE
( over head projector

(television and VCR
SHILOH - Opinion/Point of View-Rubric

Task

Component
4 Points

Each
3 Points

Each
2 Points

Each
1 Point 

Each

Opening
States opinion clearly and completely.
Clearly states an opinion
States an opinion but it is not clear
States no opinion

Organizes
Organizes all support in a pattern
Organizes some support in a pattern
Attempts to organize support in a pattern  
Not organized in a pattern

Support
Gives well-developed & logical support statements for opinion

4 support statements
Gives logical support statements for opinion

3 support statements
Gives some logical support statements for opinion 

2 support statements
Gives very little support or most support does not make sense

1-0 support statements

                                              Conclusion
Gives a clear, strong and creative closing
Gives an appropriate closing
Gives a closing that does not make sense
Does not give a closing

Mechanics

And 

Grammar
All sentences are complete using capital, spelling and punctuation.
Sentences are complete. Contain errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Most sentences are complete but contain errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Few if any sentences are complete with many errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.

SHILOH
Compare/Contrast Essay

Task Component
4 Points Each
3 Points Each
2 Points Each
1 Point Each

Opening
Creatively begins with an interesting opening that thoroughly identifies the movie and the book are being compared
Begins with an opening that accurately identifies the movie and the book are being compared
Begins with an opening that does not clearly identify the movie and the book are being compared
Does not have an opening sentence.

Organize
Organizes all information in a pattern that has been taught
Organizes some information in a pattern that has been taught
Attempts to organize information in a pattern that has been taught  
Not organized in a pattern that has been taught 

Support
Gives well-developed & logical support for movie and book being compared
Gives logical support for movie and book being compared 


Gives some logical support for movie and book being compared 
Gives very little support for the movie and book that are being compared 



Conclusion
Gives a clear, strong and creative closing
Gives an appropriate closing
Gives a closing that does not make sense
Does not give a closing

Mechanics and Grammar
All sentences are complete using capital, spelling and punctuation.
Sentences are complete. Contain errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Most sentences are complete but contain errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.
Few if any sentences are complete with many errors in capitals, spelling and punctuation.

Shiloh 

Journal Questions and Vocabulary

Chapter 1

What would you do if a dog followed you home?

Why do you think the dog is so scared?

Marty does something to get the dog to finally come to him, what is it?

If you knew an animal was being abused, how would you help it?

Chapter 2

List the four reasons Marty does not like Judd Travers?

Would you have gotten mad if you saw Mr. Travers kick Shiloh?  Why or why not?

What do you think is going to happen to Shiloh, next?  Explain your answer.

Chapter 3

Why did Marty want to raise money?

What did Marty do with his father?

How did Marty feel when he saw Judd?  How would you have felt?

VOCABULARY-CHAPTERS 1-3

-scold


-buckshot

-groundhog


-slink

-grovel


-cringe

-thrust


-veterinary

-sickle


-skillet

Chapter 4

Where does the extra money Marty’s parents have, go to?  Why?

What promise does Marty make to Shiloh?

What does Marty make for Shiloh?  How does he make it?

Chapter 5

What were the 3 problems Marty faced concerning Shiloh?

Was it right for Marty to lie to Judd Travers about Shiloh?  Explain.

If you were a Sheriff, what would you do to Judd Travers (or anyone) if you saw him /her beating Shiloh?  Explain your answer.

Chapter 6

Do you believe that one lie leads to another?  Why or why not?  Think of a situation you may have been in once and write about it.

Chapter 7

Marty has not told his best friend David about Shiloh.  Would you tell your best friend?  Why or why not?

Who followed Marty down the hill?  

What do you think is going to happen next?

VOCABULARY-CHAPTERS 4-7

-plank


-nuzzle

-frankfurter

-clink

-commence


-gulp

-bold



-wad

-remedy


-swirl




Chapter 8

What did Marty get scared about at the beginning?

Why were people giving food to Marty’s father?

What is going to happen next?

Chapter 9
How would you feel if a secret you have been holding in for a long time suddenly came out?

What would you do if you were Marty- run away or suffer the consequences?

What do you think is going to happen next?

Chapter 10

How did Marty’s father finally find out about Shiloh?

What did Doc Murphy have to do to Shiloh?

Marty’s father told him to “Open his eyes!”  What did he mean by that?

VOCABULARY-CHAPTERS 8-11

-swirl



-trousers

-pester


-warble

-antibiotics


-chops

-carrier


-yelp

-stump

Chapter 11-12

Opinion/Point of View

Chapter 13

What does Marty ask David to do?

Where does Marty go?  Why does he go there?

When Marty gets to where he is going, what does he hear and see?

Chapter 14

How does Marty finally get Judd Travers to give him Shiloh?

Would you tell on Judd (about shooting the deer) even if it meant you may lose Shiloh?

What would you do if you saw someone shooting a deer out of season?

Chapter 15

Does Marty tell his parents the whole truth about how he got Judd to let him keep Shiloh?  What does he tell them?

How does Marty’s family feel about Shiloh becoming a member of the family?

What are some of the things Judd makes Marty do?  Would you go through all of that to keep a dog?  Why or why not?

What makes Judd call Marty names?

Why do you think Judd and Marty end up getting along at the end?

What does Judd give to Marty at the end of the book?

VOCABULARY-CHAPTERS 12-15

-turpentine


-mournful

-snitch


-warden

-spite


-lame

-dab



-quavery

-regulation


-omission

