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LEARNING CONTEXT 

Purpose or Focus of Experience

 This learning unit will provide students with a working knowledge and deeper understanding of the social sciences and how they relate to everyday life.

Connection to Standards

   This unit is connected to each of the NYS Standards (History, Geography, Economics, Political Science), specifically Standard # 1, Key Idea # 3, Performance Indicator  “Students will classify major developments into categories such as social, political, economic, geographic, etc.  This unit is also suggested in the NYS Core Curriculum – Unit One – History and the Social Sciences. 

Essential Question

    How is social studies a part of everyday life?

Content Knowledge: Declarative & Procedural

 Content – Students will know, understand and apply the eight social sciences to real world situations.

                    Students will recognize and apply the terms historic, political, social, geographic, economic, psychological, archaeological, and anthropological to a variety of real-life situations.

Procedural – Students will use the social scientific method to analyze everyday situations.

                      Students will demonstrate the ability to access information from the internet using search engines and commercial data bases available to them.


          Students will demonstrate the ability to write summaries and explain key ideas in the various social sciences.

 

PROCEDURE
(Chronologically ordered description of all teacher & student activities and interactions)
 Day One – Teacher describes the eight social sciences giving key words phrases and situations rather than “Webster” definitions.  Students write an autobiographical sketch of their lives using those terms.  (What are the important social, geographic, historic, political, economic and geographic aspects of their life?)

Day Two – Students analyze songs and newspaper/magazine articles picking out the different social science components of each.   Students answer the question, “Why do people move?”  Class categorizes the answers using the social science categories.

Day Three – Students take a walking tour of the area around school looking for the various historic, social, economic, political, geographic sights and signs.  Class discussion involving those “sightings” follows.

Day Four – Students work in groups to create a “bumper sticker” of one of the social sciences giving a visual representation and a motto or phrase to summarize the social science.  Teacher assigns roles for each group; leader, computer expert, artist based on abilities of the students.

Day Five – Students present their bumper sticker to the class and explain it.  Bumper stickers are posted in class.  Teacher explains the Social Science Scrapbook to be assigned  (see assessment).  Exemplars are shown of completed scrapbooks.  Teacher hands out rubric for explanation of what a “4,3, 2, 1” will look like.

Day Six – Students work in groups (or individually if computers are available) accessing articles on the eight social sciences.  Students are given instruction on accessing search engines, search techniques available and the commercial data bases available to them.  (Most of these techniques have been taught in 6th grade and refreshed here.  Students complete the scrapbook for homework over the next week.  Scrapbooks are kept in student portfolios for referral throughout the year.   

 

INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS

 This learning experience addresses a variety of learning styles in different ways.  (Music, Body-Kinesthetic, Spatial, Linguistic, etc.)

An “artist” is assigned to each bumper sticker group, a computer ”expert” to each computer group to act as peer tutors.  Roles are assigned  by the teacher based on abilities (Facilitator, Artist, Recorder, Materials Manager, Computer person) depending on the class #’s.

The use of computers generally “levels” the playing field for most students.

Students have multiple opportunities to choose articles that interest them.  An article on history can deal with sports history, musical history, entertainment history, etc. 

TIME REQUIRED

 6 days of class time, 39 minute periods per day.

 

RESOURCES

 Songs, Magazine articles involving the social sciences, paper and markers for the bumper stickers, computers, school grounds surrounded by homes, businesses, streets, etc.  The school’ computer lab is used for the lesson on search sites and commercial data bases available ( 30 computers are available in the lab).  Students have the option of using the word processor to type scrapbooks.  

 

ASSESSMENT PLAN
(Include samples of rubrics, checklists, etc.)
 Students will create a Social Science scrapbook of the eight social sciences (Geography, Economics, Sociology, Psychology, History, Political Science, Archaeology, Anthropology).  For each of the social sciences they will find an article (using the computer, newspapers or magazines) that deals with that social science and write two paragraphs about it.

Paragraph # 1 will be a summary of the article. 

Paragraph # 2 will describe how that article relates to a particular social science.

There will be a 4 point rubric (4 – Excellent, 3-Very Good, 2-Fair, 1-Poor, 0 not done)

Social Science      Article       Paragraph # 1      Paragraph #2       Total Pts.

1. Geography     4 3 2 1 0        4 3  2 1  0            4 3 2 1 0         = 

 2. Economics     4 3 2 1 0       4 3 2 1 0              4 3 2 1 0         =

3-8 Continue rubric

Totals a possible 96 pts.  I give 4 points to students for completing the task on time! 


Students are given a rubric explaining what a “4,3,2,1” are at the start of the project.  A 4 would consist of

Accurately demonstrates knowledge of the social science with

· an appropriate article

· completely responds/answers the task

· stays on the topic

· uses many details

· writing is creative, purposeful, fully developed

· makes few grammar, spelling and punctuation errors

· demonstrates higher order thinking skills

STUDENT WORK
(Include samples of student work showing different levels of performance)
 Bumper Stickers and Completed Scrapbooks will be shown at peer review.

 

REFLECTION

       This “mini-unit” provides a quick refresher for 7th and 8th graders in the social sciences.  I attempt to appeal to as many learning styles as possible by doing a variety of activities, each one designed to make “real world” connections to the social sciences.  Students enjoy these approaches, although getting them to write is always an adventure!

      After peer review I have decided to incorporate a number of suggestions to improve this unit.  I will bring a digital camera next year on the walking tour of the school grounds for use throughout the year.  I have decided to add a requirement to the social science scrapbook that students cite their sources at the bottom of each summary.  (This should aid with any issues of plagiarism, etc.)

     Any teacher wishing to see any specific lessons/tasks from this unit may feel free to e-mail me.  I will be glad to fax/mail anything they may wish to see! 

 

